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LETTER TO NV GOVERNOR FEB 2 1989

The Honorable Thomas J. Hickey
Chairman, Nevada Legislature
Committee on High-Level Radioactive Waste
6717 East Cherry Grove Avenue
Las Vegas, Nevada 89115

Dear Mr. Hickey:

By letter dated February 2, 1989, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission notified
you of our receipt of the U.S. Department of Energy's Site Characterization Plan
(SCP) for the Yucca Mountain, Nevada site. On January 30, 1989, we noticed
receipt of the SCP in the Federal Register. A copy of that notice is enclosed
for your information.

If you or your staff have any questions concerning this letter or the enclosure,
please contact John Linehan of my staff. Mr. Linehan can be contacted by
telephone at 301-492-3387.

Sincerely,

Rgned) Robert M. Berneo

Robert M. Bernero, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
-and Safeguards

Enclosure:
As stated
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Identical letters sent to William Raggio and Joseph Dini, Jr.
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that may be released offsIte. Finally, -
these changes would not contribute to
any significant increase in individual or
cumulative occupational radiation
exposure.

Regarding the potential non-
radiological impact of reactor operation
with higher enrichment fuel and
increased levels of Trradiation, the
proposed changes Involve systems
located within the restricted area, as
defined In 10 CFR Part Z0 They do not
affect non-radiological plant effluents
and have no other non-radiological
envlronmental impact ,,

The potential environmental impact
resulting from the transportation of
higher fuel enrichment and burnup
levels Is discussed In the staff
assessment entitled. "NRC Assessment
of the Environmental Effects of
Extended Fuel Enrichment and
Irradiation: which was published in the
Federal Register on August 11. 198 153
FR 30355) In connection with the
Shearon Harris Nuclear Power Plant.
Unit 1. Environmental Assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact. As
Indicated therein, the environmental
cost contribution of the transportation.
due to the increases in the fuel
enrichment up to 5% and irradiation
limits up to 6,000 MWDIMT are either
unchanged or may, In fact, be reduced
from those summarized in Table 54 as
set forth in 10 CFR 51.52(c). These
findings are applicable to these
amendments for the Calvert Cliffs
Nuclear Power Plant. Unit Nos. I and 2.

Therefore, the Commission concludes
that the proposed amendments pose no
significant radiological or non-
radiological environmental mpat

Agencies and Ferso Co sed . . established by NWPA and the Nuclear
The NRC staff reviewed the licensees Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987

request and did not consult with other (NWPAA) the NRC is required to
agencies or persons. - review and comment upon DOEs SCP.and In accord with 20 CFR 60.11% "DOE
Finding of NS Significant Impact - - shall defer the sinking of such shafts

Based upon the foregoing ' : until such'tme as there has been an
environmental assessment, we conclude opportunity for Commission comments
that the proposed amendments will not thereon to have been solicited and
have a significant effect on the quality considered by DOE." NRC anticipates
of the human environment. ' completion of the review In a seven-

For further details with respect to this month timeframe, culminating In
action, see (1I) the application for license Issuance to DOE of a Site
amendments dated June 0,1988, as Characterization Analysis (SCA) with
supplemented on October 25 and respect to the SCP. as well as such
November 17, 1988, and (2) the licensees additional comments as may be -r
letter of December 28, 1988 which are warranted.
available for public Inspection at the During Its review of the SCP, the NRC
Commission's Public Document Room, will provide an opportunity for the State
2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC and- of Nevada and for affected local
at the Calvert County Library, phce governments and Indian Tribes to
Frederick. Maryland. present their views on the SCP and their

Dated at Rockville Maryland, this 2 day suggestions with respect to commentsof anuary 1.9. thereon which may be made by the .

.NRC In addition. NRC staff will be -.
For the Nudear Relatory Commie made available to consult with fie -

Joseph D1 Nelglbom, -- affected parties upon their written
ActingDirector, ProlectDirectorate-f ' request pursuant to Subpart C of 10 CFR
Division ofReactorPrjectsl /I Office of Part 60
NucearRecactorRegulatin-. .. e At the time of Issuance of the SCAR a
FR Doc. 892077 Filed 1-27-t. 8:45 an] notice of availability of the SCA and a

SeLUNG cooD - : - - request for public comment will be
published in the Federal Register.
Copies of the SCA and of the comments'

Receipt of US. Department of received will be made available at
Energy's Site Characterization Plan NRC's Public Document Room (PDR)
for Yucca Mountain, Nevada Site located at 2220 L Street, NW, Lower
AGENCY: US. Nuclear Reguilator' Level, Washington. DC 20555 and local '
* Commission...r Public Document Rooms (LPDRs),
AMTON:nnc e eep of the located at the James R. Dickinson

Nopa tientof Enrecesipte Library. Special Collections Department.
Chparateniztiof Elnefrg' Sieu ~ University of Nevada-Las Vegas, 4W505 -

Chaaceriaton la fo Ycca ''Maryland Parkway. Las Vages.Nevada'
Mountain. Nevada Site. - 9154 and University Library.
SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatorv , Government Publications Department.
Commission (NRC) has received flor. University of Nevada-Reno, Reno.-
review and comment the Department of Nevada 89557.
Energy's (DOE) Site Characterization Copies of the SCP may be obtained
Plan (SCP) for the Yucca Mountain. from DOE by contacting: Stephen H :
Nevada candidate site for a permanent Kale. Associate Director, Office of '
geologic repository for high-level Facilities Siting and Development,
radioactive waste (LW). Section 113(b) Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 Management. U.S. Department of
(NWPA) requires that the SCP provide Energy, RW-0, 1000 Independence
'a general plan for site characterization Avenue, SW.. Washington. DC 20585 or
activities" to be conducted. The purpose Carl P. Gertz, Project Manager, Yucca
of site characterizaton Is to collect Mountain Project Office, US.
pertinent geological and other Department of Energy, Box 98518. Las
Information necessary to evraluate Vegas. Nevada 89193-8518. : -
whether the site is suitable for a NRC has made copies of the SCP
permanent geologic repository and, if available for public Inspection In Its
found suitable, to provide DOE with PDR and LPDRs.
data adequate to prepare and sup port a* FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACr .:
license application seeking from the John J. Lnehan. Director. Repository -
NRC authorization to construct such a t Licensing and Quality Assurance Project
reposltory' ; -' ' ': -- Directorate,.Division of High-Level

As'part of the pre-license application Waste Management, Office of Nuclear:'
phase of the repository licensing process Material Safety and Safeguards, U.S.

Afternatives to the Proposed
Amendments - *_

Since the Commission concluded that
there are no significant environmental
effects that would result from the:
proposed changes, any alternatives with
equal or greater environmental impacts
need not be evaluated.

The principal alternative would be to
deny the requested fuel enrichment and
burnup increases. This would not reduce
environmental impact of plant operation
and would result In reduced operational
flexibility.
Alternative Use of Resources -"

This action does not involve the use of
any resources not previously considered
In the "Final Environmental Statement*'
Related to the Operation of Calvert
Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, Units land

-A" dated April 973..
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uNuciar Regulatory Commission * designated by the Commission or by the be delivered to the Commission's Public
Washington. DC 20555. Chairman of the Atomic Safety and * . Document Room, Gelman Building 2120

Dated at Rockvlile Maryland, this 23rd day Licensing Board Panel wil rule on the L Street. NW., Washington, DC by the
of Ianuary 198. - * request and/or petition; and the above date. Where petitions are filed

For the Regulatoq COmiWdoL Secretary or the designated Atomic during the last ten (10) days of the notice
Hugh L Thompso . .et - Safety and Licensing Board will issue a period, it Is requested that the petitioner
D irect or ( O ffice of Nuclear M at e do) S afe ly no tice of hearing or an appropri ate prom ptly so inf orm the C om m ission by a .

Diretor ope ofadert-ateralsfoy Order.d Sfcorders. - . . toll-free telephone call to Western
IFR Doc. sq-208 Filed 1-27-89 8.45 am) M rqie y1 Union at 1-(800) 325-8000 (in Missouri*I * ~etiflon for leave to Intervene shall set t1non*t6400) 3426w.b Weten M Ussonr

orth with particularity the Interest of operator should be given Datagram
50417 and 50418the petit ion ef r leav .toe introc eedne , hands t 1 4 - 7 0 . T e e t r n opetiion r i th pro eedngand Identification Number 3737 and theIDocket NoL .0-1tand 60481 how that interest may be affected by the following messagead'dressed to Robert

Batimore Gas and Electric Co 0 results of the proceeding. The petitioner PeitAopy came and
Cornsideraion (the ofmiss) Issuance ofashould specifically explain the reasons A. C e Petitone Oame and

Considerlrlng o Issuance of tmnmnst aueadetn fteptto eleralhounsel numbr Nulea peito wa
Amendments to Facility Operating why intervention should be permitted telepone number; datpitonLicenes Opprtunty fr Hating with particular reference to the mailed, plant name; and publication

Rndssuedtoteglaltimory G following factors: (1) The nature of the date and page nDber oftsThe U.S. Nuclear Rgltr petitioner's right under the Act to be Register notice. A copy of the petition
Commission (the Commission) Is made a party to the proceedingo (2) the should also be sent to the Office of the
considering issuance of amendments to nature and extent ol the petitionee'u General Counsel, U.S. Nuclear
Facility Operating Licenses Nos 'DPR-63 property, financial. or other interest In Regulatory Commission, Washlrngton.'
and DPR-69, Issued to the Baltimore Gas the proceeding; and (3) the possible' DC 20555 and to D. A. Brune. Jr.,
and Electric Company (the licensee), for effect of any order which may be General Counsel, Baltimore Gas and
operation of the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear entered In the proceeding on the Electric Company, P.O. Box 1475,
Power Plant. Unit Nos. I and 2 located petitioner's Interest. The petition should Baltimore, Maryland 21203, attorney for
In Calvert County, Maryland. -also Identify the specific aspect(s) of the the licensee

The proposed amendments would sublect matter of the proceeding as to Nontimely filings of petitions for leave
provide a one time extension of four ,which petitioner wishes to Intervene to Intervene amended petiions.
weeks beyond the end of the required Any person who has filed a petion for suppl mental petions and/or requests
surveillance interval for the leavetointerveneorwhohs been
performance of Type B and C local leak' admitted as a party may amend the for hearng w no enteraine
rate tests on containment penetrations petition without requesting leave of the absent a determination by the
as provided In Technical Specification. Board up to fifteen (15) days prior to the Commission, the presiding officer or the.
4.6.1.2d. The proposed change reflects first preearing conference scheduled i presiding Atomic Safety and Licensing
the operating cycle change from 18 the proceeding but such anamended Board that the petition and/or request,
months to 24 months and allows the petition must satisfy the specificty.. should be granted based upon a
testing frequency to change from a 24 requirements described above balancing of the factors specified In 10
month interval to the interval - Not later than fifteen (15) days prior to CFR 2.724[a)(l)iHv) and 2.n4[dd).
corresponding to the forthcoming the first preheating conference If a request for a hearing is received.
refueling outage. scheduled in the proceeding, a petitioner the Commissions staff may Issue the

This proposed TS revision Is in shall file a supplement to the petition to amendment after It completes its
response to the licensee's appiscation for intervene, which must Include a list of technical review and prior to the
amendments dated Decembe 14, 198& the contentions that are sought to be completion of any equired hearing if It

Prior to Issuance of the proposed litigated In the matter, end the bases for publishes a further notice for public
license amendment the Commission each contention set forth with , comment of Its proposed finding of no
wil have made findings required by the reasonable specificity. Contentions shall significant hazards considerations in
Atomic Energy Act Of 1954, aS amended be limited to matters within the scope of accordance with 10 CFR 50.91 and 50.92.
(the Act) and the Commission's the amendment under consideration. A

regulatio petitioner who falls to file su'ch a -For further details with respect to this
By March ,1t989, the licensee may file supplement which satisfies these action see the application for

a request for a hearing with respect to requirements with respect to at least one amendment dated December14 1988
issuance of the amendments to the . contention will not be permitted to which is avallable for public inspection
subject facility operating licenses and participate as a party. . . at the Commissions *Public Document
any person whose interest may be Those permitted to Intervene become Room. Gelman Building. 2120 L Street
affected by this proceeding and who parties to the proceeding, subject to any NW., Washington. DC 20555, and at the
wishes to participate as a party in the limitations in the order granting leave to Local Public Document Room. Calvert
proceeding must file a written request intervene, and have the opportunity to County Library, Prince Frederick.
for s hearing and a petition for leave to participate fully in the conduct of the Maryland.
intervene. Requests for a hearing and . hearing, including the opportunity to - Dated at Rockvle. Maryland this 2sth day"
petitions for leave to intervene shall be present evidence and cross-examine o f anuah Nreareu

Commission's "Rules of Practice for A requestfor a hearing or a petition . C
Domestic Licensing Proceedings in 10; for leave to Intervene must be filed with Joseph D. Nethbors,
CFR Part 2. If a request for a hearing or the Secretary of the Commission, U.S Acting Director. Project Directorate PZ.
petition for leave to intervene Is filed by Nuclear Regulatory Commission Division of ReactorPro/ects /Il . . .

the above date, the Commission or an Washington DC 20555 Attention . IFR Doc. 89-208 Filed 1-vats;,8.45 am -
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board - Docketing and Service Branch, or may ' MONO CODE mo,,, ,


