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January 27, 1994

MEMORANDUM TO: James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations

ATTN: James L. Blaha

FROM: John T. Larkins
Executive Director, ACNW

SUBJECT: 59TH ACNW MEETING FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

In order to improve the implementation and follow-up of ACNW
recommendations, a summary of "Actions, Agreements, Assignments,
and Requests" made during each ACNW meeting is sent to your office.

Attached is a summary of the "Actions, Agreements, Assignments, and
Requests" made during the 59th ACNW meeting, December 13, 1993,
that deal with requests made of the NRC staff or matters that are
pertinent to NRC staff activities.

John T. Larkins
Executive Director, ACNW

Attachment:
As stated

cc: H. L. Thompson, EDO
K. Schneider, OCM/IS
S. M. Coplan, OCM/KR
R. R. Boyle, OCM/FR
H. K. Whitfield, OCM/GD
S. J. Chilk, SECY
E. L. Jordan, AEOD
R. M. Bernero, NMSS
T. E. Murley, NRR
R. H. Vollmer, OPP
E. S. Beckjord, RES
D. M. Crutchfield, NRR
G. Sege, RES
A. L. Eiss, NMSS
H. Pastis, NRR
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SUMMARY OF
ACTIONS, AGREEMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND REQUESTS

59TH ACNW MEETING - DECEMBER 13, 1993

During its 59th meeting, December 13, 1993, the Advisory Committee
on Nuclear Waste discussed several matters as noted below.

HIGHLIGHTS OF KEY ISSUES CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE

1. Status of Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Project

The Committee heard briefings by and held discussions with
representatives of the Yucca Mountain Project Office on the
overall status of the Department of Energy Yucca Mountain site
characterization activities, including surface-based testing,
exploratory studies facility, and issue resolution.

2. State. County, and Other Interests

The Committee heard briefings by and held discussions with
representatives of the State of Nevada and Counties, including
State Senator Thomas Hickey, Mr. Steven Frishman, and Mr. Les
W. Bradshaw.

3. Election of Officers

Dr. Martin J. Steindler was elected Chairman and Dr. Paul W.
Pomeroy elected Vice-Chairman for calendar year 1994.

4. Committee Activities/Future Aenda

* The following tentative meeting dates were selected for
1994:

Meeting Date

61st February 23-24, 1994
62nd March 23-24, 1994
63rd April 20-21, 1994
64th May 18-19, 1994
65th June 22-23, 1994
66th July 20-21, 1994
67th August 17-18, 1994
68th September 21-22, 1994
69th October 19-20, 1994
70th November 8-9, 1994
71st December 14-15, 1994

* The Committee agreed to plan a working group meeting on
groundwater age dating.
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* The appendix summarizes the proposed items endorsed by
the Committee for the 61st ACNW Meeting, February 23-24,
1994, and future Working Group meetings.
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APPENDIX. FUTURE SCHEDULE

61st ACVW Committee Meeting February 23-24, 1994 (Tentative
Agenda)

Compatibility of NRC and Areement State Regulations (Open) -
Discuss with the NRC staff the issues associated with the compati-
bility of Federal and State regulations governing licensees.

Volcanism (Open) - Hear briefing by and hold discussions with
representatives of the NRC staff on volcanism issues related to the
high-level radioactive waste repository.

Pneumatic Pathways (Open) - Hear briefing and hold discussions with
representatives of the NRC staff on their work on pneumatic pathway
concerns raised by the State of Nevada.

Working Group Meetings

Low-Level Radioactive Waste Performance Assessment, March 22, 1994,
Bethesda, Maryland, (Lynn Deering) - The Working Group will review
the NRC's low-level waste performance assessment program, with
emphasis on the status of the draft Branch Technical Position and
the NRC staff's performance assessment capability. Issues to be
examined include on-going and planned activities, milestones and
schedules, results of on-going test case analyses, and the role of
NRC in evaluating Agreement State's performance assessment
programs. 

NRC Staff Capabilities in Performance Assessment and Computer
Modelin of High-Level Waste Disposal Facilities, Date to be
determined, Bethesda, Maryland (Giorgio Gnugnoli) - The Working
Group will discuss progress in the NRC's Iterative Performance
Assessment (PA) Program, the NRC staff's completion of an expert
elicitation exercise, and progress made in the execution of the
NRC's modular computer model. These discussions will be performed
periodically, along with the review of NRC written reports, to
remain apprised of the degree of in-house and contractor-supported
PA capability, the coordination and integration between data
analyst and computer modelers, revisions to the High-Level
Radioactive Waste Management PA Strategy Plan, and future plans for
PA development.

Groundwater Ae Dating, June 1994, Bethesda, Maryland (Lynn
Deering) - The Working Group will discuss results of groundwater
age dating done at the proposed Yucca Mountain site and implica-
tions of the results in groundwater travel time and flow paths.


