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- Junc 18, 2003

The Honorable Spencer Abraham ) :
Secretary .
U.S. Department of Energy -
1000 Independence Ave., S.W.

Washingtan, DC 20585

" Dear Mrx, Secretary,

Ths Senate Appropriations Subcommittes ga Enerpy and Water Development’s May 28
hearing in Las Vepas, Nevads, addressed the Department of Eoergy’s management of the Yocea
Mountain Repositary. At that kearing, Senators Reid and Ensign joined three restifying
witnesses In suggesting ceptain coficems pertaintng w the Yuccs Site's operation. Chief mmong
the issocs rajsed 2t the heating were the Department's alleged silencing of employees wizking to
speak-out on quality ssurance matters and the slleged discounting of eredible health and safety
questions in the inerest of maintaining project schedule. )

Becanse the Sobcommitiee hins a great interest in the consolidation and permanent
disposition of waste currently Jacated st approximately 131 siteg in 39 states around the county,
I am writing to request thar the Department respond specifically and in writing ta the izsues
mised et the headng, Such & reiponse should addrezs the particular concerns noted in the shove
paregraph, as well as those similar to them ixg in the hearing rscord. The responding
graternent should elso be prepared with the fnowledge that it will be included in the complete

hearing yecord.

Domenici, Chsirman *
Subcammittee en Ensrgy und Warer Developrnent



