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Dear Mr. Browning: Ll

As confirmed in discussions with Mr. William L111ey and '77M :jgthOAj
Mr. Timothy Johnson on June 20 and 26, 1986, the NRC-DOE
meeting on Waste Acceptance and Waste Acceptance Preliminary
Specifications (WAPS) for Defense Waste Processing Facility
(DWPF) and West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) will be
held on July 31, 1986. The meeting will convene at 8:30 a.m.
in Room 1E-245 of the Forrestal Building, located at 1000
Independence Avenue, Washington, DC. The topics to be dis-
cussed at the meeting are shown on the attached agenda which
was discussed with and agreed upon with your staff. The
purpose of the meeting is to:
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1) provide an opportunity for DOE to present the waste
acceptance process and WAPS for DWPF and WVDP,

2) provide an opportunity for NRC, States, and Indian
Tribes to discuss their comments with DOE, and

3)'.to identify possible future interactions with NRC on
waste acceptance,

We will be providing to our State and Indian Tribe contacts a
copy of this letter, the attachments to Ralph Stein's April 16,
1986, letter to you, and the NRC comments transmitted to us by
letter on December 16, 1985 and by fax on June 30, 1986.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please

- contact me or Ralph Stein on 252-5355.

Sincfrely,

Jam P.\Knight, Director
: N - 8itjng, Licensing and Quality
86071&2%%2 860702 % surance Division
PDR PDR ... * Offfice of Geologic Repositories
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AGENDA
July 31, 1986

NRC - DOE MEETING ON WASTE ACCEPTANCE

Forrestal Building

Roam 1E-245

Introduction

Presentation on the DOE

Waste Acceptance Process (WAP)

Camments on the DOE WAP

Discussion/Resolution of
Comments

Presentation on the Waste
Acceptance Preliminary
Specifications (WAPS)

Camments on WAPS

LUNCH

Comments on WAPS (cont'd.)

Discussion/Resolution of
Comments

Future DOE/NRC Interactions

Agreements

DOE, NRC

DOE

NRC

States

Indian Tribes

All

DOE

NRC
States
Indian Tribes

NRC
States
Indian Tribes

All

DOE, NRC

DOE, NRC

8:30 a.m,

8:45 a.m.

9:15 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

12:00 noon
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m,

3:00 p.m,
3:30 p.m.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: John J. Linehan, Acting Chief
Repository Projects Branch

FROM: John T. Greeves, Chief
Engineering Branch
SUBJECT: RESPONSE .TO DOE ON WAPS for WVDP AND DWPF

This 1s in reply to WMRP's request that we review DOE's Draft Waste Acceptance
Preliminary Specifications (WAPS) for the West Valley Demonstration Project
(WVDP) High Level Waste Form (OGR/B-9), April 1986 and Waste Acceptance
Preliminary Specifications for the Defense Waste Processing Facility (DWPF)
High-Level Waste Form (OGR/B-8), April 1986.

Ne}have reviewed these two documents and our three main comments are presented
below.

Our first main comment is that these specifications are very general rather
than specific. The specifications do not address any key issues
regarding the durability of the waste form. The Draft Waste Acceptance
Preliminary Specifications (WAPS), therefore, appear to be primarily an
outline of information that is to be supplied at a later, unspecified
date by the waste form producer and/or by the repository project. In
this sense WAP is an administrative document that identifies topics or
attributes that must be addressed by the waste form producer in the Waste
Form Compliance Plan (WCP) and in the Waste Form Qualification Report
(WQR). For example, the WAPS state that at the time of publication the
test procedures and acceptance criteria for Specification 1.3,
Radionuclide Release Properties, were not available (these procedures are
being developed along with each project's Site Characterization Plan and
depend upon site-specific performance allocations for the waste form.
These procedures and acceptance criteria will be added to the
specifications when they become available). We feel that these
procedures and criteria are the most important parts of the description
of the waste form. Ve, therefore, do not understand how DOE can proceed
meaningfully without them. : '

We continue to encourage DOE to complete the six activity items
recommended in our letter of December 16, 1985, before producing the WVDP
and DWPF high-level waste forms. We believe that such a course of action
would minimize the risk of producing waste forms that could not be
accepted by a repository for disposal.
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Our second main comment is that DOE should plan to interact with NRC on the
Waste Form Compliance Plan, the Waste Form Testing Programs and the Specific
Waste Fgrm Qualification Reports (Steps 9, 10 and 11 of the Waste Acceptance
Process

Our third main comment is that each of the specifications should contain 2
section on references. The documents that support the various sections of the
WAPS should be cited.

Detailed comments are presented in the enclosure.

@

We propose that after DOE has reviewed our comments a meeting be arranged with
them to discuss the WAPS for DWPF and WVDP and possible future interactions on
this subject.

If you have any questions or wish to discuss this further, please contact
Everett Wick or Tim Johnson at x74111 and 74088, respective]y.

John T. Greeves, Chief
Engineering Branch

Enclosure:
_/ As stated
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