August 20, 1998

Dennis A. Bechtel - > _ -
Affected Units of Local Government

Clark County, NV, Representative

Inyo County Planning Department

P:O. Drawer L

Independence, CA 93526

Dear Mr. Bechtel:

| am responding to your letter of August 7, 1998, to Mr. John Hoyle, Secretary to the
Commission, in which you requested an opportunity for the Affected Units of Local Government
(AULG) to brief the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on the Yucca Mountain
Program. In addition, your letter recommended a preliminary meeting between the NRC staff
and AULG representatives in September or October in order to make the proposed
Commission briefing more effective.

Since AULG recommended a preliminary meeting prior to the requested briefing, | believe the
Commission will wait until this preliminary meeting has been held before actually scheduling a
Commission briefing. You will be hearing directly from the Office of the Secretary regarding the
scheduling of the Commission briefing.

As described in your letter, the proposed preliminary meeting would provide the opportunity:
1) for AULG stafi to become familiar with the roles and responsibilities of the NRC in various
key areas of the Yucca Mountain Program; 2) for AULG representatives and NRC staff to
initiate a dialogue to share information and perspectives on the program; and 3) to gain
information to assist in formulating a productive agenda for a future Commission briefing. The
NRC staff believes this would provide for a mutually beneficial exchange of information and
would be happy to participate in such a meeting or video conference with AULG
representatives. Dr. Michael J. Bell, Acting Chief, Performance Assessment and High-Level
Waste Integration Branch, Division of Waste Management, Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards, will contact you directly to coordinate meeting arrangements.

If you have any further questions, please contact Dr. Bell directly on (301) 415-7286.

Sincerely,
John T. Greeves, Director -
Division of Waste Management vT.
Office of Nuclear Material Safety M HXT )
and Safeguards
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