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Dear Ms. Treichel:

I am responding to your letter of May 7, 1997, and I would like to thank you for the
opportunity to address your concerns regarding public input activities related to the high-
level waste HLW) program. As stated in your letter, these concerns arose from your task
force's role as a primary point of contact for residents of the State of Nevada and other
interested parties, regarding information on the Federal HLW program. Specifically, you
indicated that the working relationship between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) during the pre-licensing phase" of the
HLW program, and NRC's focus on "issue resolution,' has made Nevadans and others
suspicious that important decisions will be made without public input. In addition, you
indicated that NRC, as the licensing agency, must be sensitive to and aware of the public's
expectations in pre-licensing' as well as the licensing process. As a result, you have
proposed that two open and easily accessible meetings be held each year, one in Nevada
and another in a transportation corridor city, so NRC and DOE can hear and consider the
public's ideas and viewpoints.

As you are aware, from your experience over the past ten years in participating in meetings
and other interactions involving the HLW program, NRC has a longstanding practice of both
providing the public with the fullest information practicable on its activities, and of
conducting business in an open manner (58 FR 48081). In keeping with this policy and to
provide more opportunity for interaction with the public in this time of reduced budgets,
NRC considers your suggestion worthy of careful consideration. As a first step toward
implementation, NRC will include your proposal on the agenda of the next quarterly NRC
and DOE management meeting, for discussion with DOE, State of Nevada, affected units
of local government, and Indian Tribes. Dr. Michael J. Bell, Acting Chief, Performance
Assessment and HLW Integration Branch, Division of Waste Management, Office of
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards, will contact you directly to discuss this proposal
further. * }
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Ms. Judy Treichel, Executive Director
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force, Inc.
Alamo Plaza
4550 W. Oakey Blvd., Suite 111
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102

Dear Ms. Treichel:

I am responding to your letter of May 7, 1997, and I would like to t k you for the
opportunity to address your concerns regarding public input activr.s related to the high-
level waste (HLW) program. As stated in your letter, these con ms arose from your task
force's role as a primary point of contact for residents of the ate of Nevada and other
interested parties, regarding information on the Federal HLW rogram. Specifically, you
indicated that the working relationship between the U.S. clear Regulatory Commission
and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) during the p licensing phase' of the HLW
program, and NRC's focus on issue resolution,' has de Nevadans and others
suspicious that important decisions will be made wit ut public input. In addition, you
indicated that NRC, as the licensing agency, must sensitive to and aware of the public's
expectations in pre-licensing' as well as the lice ing process. As a result, you have
proposed that two open and easily accessible etings be held each year, one in Nevada
and another in a transportation corridor city, s NRC and DOE can hear and consider the
public's ideas and viewpoints.

As you are aware, from your experience er the past ten years in participating in
meetings and other interactions involvi the HLW program, NRC has a longstanding
practice of both providing the public ith the fullest information practicable, on its
activities, and of conducting busine in an open manner (58 FR 48081). In keeping with
this policy and to provide more op rtunity for interaction with the public in this time of
reduced budgets, faced by all pa es, NRC considers your suggestion worthy of careful
consideration. In a first step to ard implementation, NRC will include your proposal on
the agenda of the next quarter NRC and DOE management meeting, for discussion with
DOE, State of Nevada, affec d units of local government, and Indian Tribes. Dr. Michael
J. Bell, Acting Chief, Perfo ance Assessment and HLW Integration Branch, Division of
Waste Management, Offi of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards, will contact you
directly, to discuss this oposal further.

Sincerely,

Shirley Ann Jackson
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cc: Mr. Robert Loux, Executive Director
Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects
Nuclear Waste Project Office
Capitol Complex
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Mr. Nick Stellavato
On-Site Representative
P.O. Box 675
Mercury, Nevada 89123

Mr. Dennis Bechtel, Coordination
Clark County Nuclear Waste Division
500 South Grand Parkway Suite 3012
P.O. Box 551751
Las Vega, Nevada 89155-1751

Mr. Robert Holden, Director
Nuclear Waste Project
National Congress of American Indians
2010 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
2nd Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mr. Richard Arnold, Executive Director
Las Vegas Indian Center
2300 West Bonanza Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89106

Mr. Maurice Eben
Tribal Council Member
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
2556 Desert Flower Lane
Sutcliffe, Nevada 89510
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