
June 12, 2003

Mr. David Lochbaum
Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006-3919

Dear Mr. Lochbaum:

This letter is in reference to the petition for rulemaking that you filed with the Commission.  The
petition was docketed on May 2, 2002.  In the petition, you requested that the Commission
revise its regulations to require nuclear power plant owners to formally evaluate whether
proposed changes, tests, and experiments cause protection against radiological sabotage to be
decreased, and to require licensees to formally evaluate specified intentional or accidental
aerial hazards and make necessary changes to ensure that the plant can reach and maintain
safe shutdown. 

The petition has been docketed pursuant to 10 CFR 2.802 to recognize your request for
amendment of the Commission’s regulations.  The petition has been assigned Docket Number
PRM-50-80.  The enclosed notice acknowledging receipt of the petition and requesting public
comment will be published in the Federal Register.

The  petition, the NRC Federal Register notice of receipt, and any public comments received on
the petition also will be made available on the NRC’s rulemaking website at
http://ruleforum.llnl.gov.  Questions regarding this website may be directed to Carol Gallagher
of my staff at 301-415-5905 or e-mail: CAG@NRC.gov.

As staff review progresses on your petition, it may be necessary to request additional
information.  Please reference the assigned docket number on any correspondence you may
have concerning the petition.  Any questions regarding this proceeding may be directed to me
or Alzonia Shepard on our toll-free number 1-800-368-5642, extension 7163 or 6864.  Upon
expiration of the comment period, we will provide you with copies of any comments that have
been received in response to the notice of receipt for your petition for rulemaking.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Michael T. Lesar, Chief
Rules and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services
Office of Administration

    
Enclosure:  As stated
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