
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

MAR 1 2 1990

Mr. Robert Browning, Director
Division of High-Level
Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr. Browning:

This letter is to notify you of the Department of Energy's (DOE)
acceptance of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Quality Assurance
(QA) Program and to request NRC's acceptance, consistent with our
agreements regarding OCRWM program participant QA program
acceptance. It is the position of DOE that the USGS QA program
is acceptable to initiate activities supporting new site
characterization. Subsequent to both NRC acceptance and actual
initiation of these activities, DOE will submit to NRC a plan and
schedule for assessing the adequacy of USGS QA program
implementation with respect to site characterization activities.

DOE's acceptance of the USGS QA program is based on:

a) DOE review and approval of the USGS QA Program Plan (QAPP)
and subsequent NRC acceptance of the QAPP (safety evaluation
letter dated October 24, 1989, from Linehan to Stein).

b) OCRWM surveillance of the Yucca Mountain Project Office
(YMPO) QA program qualification audit 89-4, conducted August
14-23, 1989. (Enclosure 1)

c) OCRWM review and concurrence of the basis for the YMPO
acceptance of the USGS QA program (by memorandum dated March
1, 1990, from Gertz to Shelor). (Enclosure 2)

With respect to "exception 3" on page 2 of enclosure 2, regarding
the Privacy Act issue, it is the DOE position that the YMPO audit
of USGS determined that the USGS QA program appropriately
addressed the requirements for personnel qualification and that
assessment of USGS implementation of these requirements will be
performed upon resolution of the Privacy Act issue.
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If you have any questions, please contact me on 586-6046 or Linda
Desell of my staff on 586-1464.

Sin r~

R ph tein, ssociate Director
Office of Systems Integration

Integration and Regulations
Office of Civilian Radioactive
Waste Management

Enclosures:
1) Surveillance of the YMP QA Program Qualification Audit
(89-04) of the United States Geological Survey (USGS)
2) Memorandum from C. Gertz to D. Shelor, dated March 1, 1990
re: Yucca Mountain Project Office (Project Office) Acceptance of
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Quality Assurance (QA) Program

cc:
R. Loux, State of Nevada
M. Baughman, Lincoln County
D. Bechtel, Clark County
S. Bradhurst, Nye County



Department of Energy
Nevada Operations Office

"4 P . Box 98518 WBS 1.2.9.3
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518

MAR 0 1990

Dwight E. Shelor, Acting Director, Quality Assurance, HQ (RK-3) FORS

YUCCL MOUNTAIN PROJECT OFFICE (PROJECT OFFICE) ACCEPTANCE OF THE
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SEY (USGS) QLALITY ASSURANCE (QA) PROGRAM

Reference: Letter, Gertz to Shelor, dtd. December 26, 1989

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update documenting the Project
Office acceptance of the QA Program of USGS. This acceptance is based upon
the following:

1. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has accepted the USGS Quality
Assurance Program Plan (PP) based upon safety evaluation letter dated
October 24, 1989, from Linehan to Stein. All NRC staff comments were
resolved prior to issuance of the safety evaluation letter.

2. Project Office QA surveillance of the USGS QA Program procedures for
adequacy to control the subject activities and conformance with applicable
USGS QPP requirements (reference enclosure 1 for surveillance report
numbers, scope, and summary of results).

3. Project Office performance of the USGS QA Program Qualification Audit
89-4 conducted August 14-23, 1989 (reference letter, Wilmot to Hayes,
dated October 16, 1989). Responses have been provided to NRC observations
generated as a result of the audit. This audit concluded that the (A
Program is capable of identifying, tracking, and closing deficiencies.

4. Project Office review of outstanding USGS QA Program deficiencies that
could have technical or quality impact on output products (reference
enclosure 2 for outstanding deficiency numbers and descriptions).

The Severity Level Checklist criteria established in Project Office Quality
Management Procedure 16-03 were used to determine impact of the open
deficiencies (reference enclosure 3). If the deficiency did not meet Severity
Level I criteria, it was regarded as not having significant impact to support
new site characterization activities.



MAR � 1990

Dwight E. Shelor -2-

Based on the above, the Project Office has concluded that the USGS Oh Program
is in conformance with the applicable requirements of the Yucca Mountain
Project Oh Plan NNWSI/88-9, Revision 2, and is adequate to support new site
characterization activities with the following noted exceptions:

1. Procurement - Supplier Selection

2. Measuring and Test Equipment

3. Upon resolution of the Privacy Act issues, the Project Office will assess
the qualifications of all individuals to perform their respective
quality-affecting activities.

The Project Office will track, verify, and document resolution of these
exceptions by Yucca Mountain Project CA surveillances.

If you have any questions on comments regarding the Project Office position
on this matter, please contact Donald G. Horton of my staff at (702) 794-7504
or FTS 544-7504.

Carl P. Gertz, Project Manager
YMP:DGH-2169 Yucca Mountain Project Office

Enclosures:
1. Task Force Surveillances

of the USGS OA Program
2. Current Open QA Deficiencies

as of December 20, 1989
3. Severity Level Checklist

cc w/encls:
Ralph Stein, HQ (-30) FORS
Thomas Chaney, USGS, Denver, CO
L. R. Hayes, USGS, Denver, CO
S. R. Dippner, SAIC, Las Vegas, NV, 517/T-08
J. W. Gilray, NRC, Las Vegas, NV


