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- Department of Energy
Office of Civillan Radioactive Waste Management
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office
P.O. Box 58608
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8508

OVERNIGHT MAIL

Newton K. Stablein, Acting Chief
Engineering and Geosciences Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nucicar Material Safety

and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Two White Flint North
Rockville, MD 20852

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE) COMMENTS ON U.S. NUCLEAR

- REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) ISSUE RESOLUTION STATUS REPORTS (IRSR)

Reference: Lirs, Stablein to Brocoum, dtd 10/29/97, 11/7/97, 11/7/97, 11/12/97, 11/13/97

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has completed its review of the Issue Resolution Status
Reports (IRSRs) transmitted under the letters referenced above. We agree with the NRC that
these reports facilitate staff-level resolution of issues that are important to licensing, and we
appreciate the opportunity to provide you with our comments on these important documents.
We believe that the issue resolution process will yield beaefits for the development of a mutual
understanding of important issues during prelicensing. The reports provide concise, detailed
criteria and discussions that will assist in continuing to pursue a common understanding of such
issues. In addition, our review of these reports will ensure that we provide the most recent
informativu & +vnC authors as they develop the reports and subsequent revisions.

Although we belicve the issue resolution process has very real benefits for the development of

mutual understanding of important concerns during prelicensing, we have comments and

questions resulting from our reviews of the IRSRs; these are provided in Enclosures 1-5.

Detailed comments on each report are also enclosed (enclosures 1-5). We believe DOE and

NRC continue to make significant progress in achieving informal issue resolution in the areas

covered by the IRSRs. We do not expect formal responses to our comments, and we will ’

continue to schedule interactions as necessary to facilitzte the resolution of these and other

issucs. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the IRSRs and believe they are /

valuable tools for issue clarification and resolution. )
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I'look forward to continuing our dialog on this subject. If you or your staff have questions
regarding our comments, pleasc contact me at (702) 794-1359 or April V. Gil of my staff at
(702) 794-5578. '

Stephan Brocoum
AML:AVG-1264 Assistant Manager for Licensing

Enclosures:

1. Key Technicat Issue: Repository Design
and Thermal-Mechanical Effects Issue
Resolution Status Report, 10/29/97

2. Key Technical Issue: Evolution of the
Near-Ficld Environment, Issue
Resolution Status Report, 11/7/97

3. Key Technical Issue: Unsaturated and
Saturated Flow Under Isothermal
Conditions Issue Resolution Status
Report, 11/7/97

4. Key Technical Issue: Structural
Deformation and Scismicity Issue
Resolution Status Report, 11/12/97

5. Key Technical Issue: Thermal Effects
on Flow Issuc Resolution Status

Report, 11/13/97
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cc w/encls:

L. H. Barrett, DOE/HQ (RW-1) FORS

R. A. Milner, DOE/HQ (RW-2) FORS
Samuel Rousso, DOE/HQ (RW-50) FORS

A. B. Brownstein, DOE/HQ (RW-36) FORS
C. E. Einberg, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
Nancy Slater, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS

M. V. Federline, NRC, Rockville, MD

J. T. Greeves, NRC, Rockville, MD

M. J. Bell, 277, Rockville, MD

S. L. Wastler, NRC, Rockville, MD

N. M. Coleman, NRC, Rockville, MD

B. W. Leslie, NRC, Rockville, MD

K. I. McConnell, NRC, Rockville, MD

M. S. Nataraja, NRC, Rockville, MD

J. A. Pohle, NRC, Rockville, MD

C. ). Glenn, NRC, Las Vegas, NV

Richard Major, ACNW, Washington, DC

B. John Garrick, ACNW, Washington, DC

W. D. Bamard, NWTRB, Arlington, VA
Budhi Sagar, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX

R. T. Green, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX

W. C. Patrick, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX

R. R. Loux, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV
John Meder, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV
Jim Regan, Churchill County, Fallon, NV

D. A. Bechtel, Clark County, Las Vegas, NV
Susan Dudley, Esmeralda County, Goldfield, NV
Sandy Green Wweeka County, Eureka, NV

B. R. Mettam, Inyo County, Independence, CA
Tammy Manzini, Lander County, Austin, NV
Jason Pitts, Lincoln County, Pioche, NV

Kim Packard, Mineral County, Hawthorne, NV

L. W. Bradshaw, Nye County, Tonopah, NV
Wayne Cameron, White Pine County, Ely, NV

P. A. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, Chantilly, VA

Apr 8 '
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R. I. Holden, Nadonal Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC
Tom Burton, Nevada Indian Environmental Coalition, Reno, NV

Ralph Anderson, NEI, Washington, DC
J. H. Kessler, EPRI, Palo Alto, CA
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cc w/encls: (continued)

R. W. Craig, USGS, Las Vegas, NV

R. M. Forester, USGS, Denver, CO, M/S 919
Zell Peterman, USGS, Denver, CO, M/S 963

- J. N. Bailey, M&O, Las Vegas, NV

D. R. Wilkins, M&O, Las Vegas, NV

M. A. Lugo, M&O, Las Vegas, NV

K.L. AShe, uu.&.\), Lﬂ chas. NV

E. F. O’Neill, M&O, Las Vegas, NV

M. K. Cline, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

R. P. Gamble, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

R. C. Mutray, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

F. H. Dove, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

R. L. Fish, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

W. J. Boyle, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
D. S. Bryan, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
R. W, Clark, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
P. G. Harrington, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
J. T. Sullivan, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

" D.R. Williams, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

R. L. Patterson, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
R. E. Spence, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
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'FAX TRANSMITTAL

Assistant Manager for Licensing
U. S. Department of Energy
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office, MIS 523
41551 Hillshire Drive, Suite A
Las Vegas, NV 89134
Fax Number (702) 794-5559
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