
APR 6 1992

NOTE TO: Robert M. Bernero, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

FROM: B. J. Youngblood, Director
Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

SUBJECT: FOLLOW-UP TO MARCH 25, 1992, MEETING CONCERNING NRC AND
DOE INTERACTIONS

The purpose of this note is to provide you the status and background
information on three issues involving RC and DOE interactions. These
issues involve NRC access to DOE computer codes and models, NRC access to
DOE's on-site data base, and the NRC On-Site Representative's (OR's)
interactions with the DOE Yucca Mountain Project Office YMPO).

Based on the Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste (ACNW) letter to Commissioner
Rogers dated December 2, 1992, the Division of High-Level aste Management
(HLWv) is currently proposing to expand the scope of the site-specific
procedural agreement to include NRC access to DOE computer codes and models
used during site characterization activities. In the aforementioned letter,
the ACNW identifies the need for HLWM staff to have access to DOE computer
data, codes, and methodologies to effectively evaluate and assess DOE's
compliance with the requirements of 10 CFR 60.112 and 60.113. The HLWM staff
has drafted proposed language (see enclosure) for the data base management
section of the site-specific agreement that addresses the ACNW concerns, and
will allow for the information to be transferred to the NRC in a mutually
acceptable medium. DOE staff is currently reviewing this information.

The next issue involves NRC access to DOE's on-site data base. The HLWM staff
believes that it would be advantageous to have electronic accessibility from a
local on-site terminal to DOE's data base. The importance of obtaining
on-site data base access will increase as activities in DOE's site
characterization program progress, and additional NRC technical staff are
available at the project site. HLWM staff is currently developing language to
propose for addition to Appendix 7 of the procedural agreement that would
allow for NRC access to DOE's on-site data base from a local terminal. Based
on recent conversations with DOE YMPO staff, there are no plans to provide the
NRC this capability. Furthermore, DOE stated that this capability would have
to be obtained through official channels.

The final issue involves the NRC OR's conduct when interacting with DOE and
DOE contractors, specifically covered in Appendix 7 of the site-specific
procedural agreement. DOE is proposing specific revisions to this appendix
that would require the NRC OR to go through the YMPO's Regulatory Interactions
Branch in order to interface with any of DOE's contractors. Additionally, DOE
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is proposing further revisions that would require the NRC OR to go through the
cognizant DOE manager to gain access to relevant site records. The HLWM staff
believes that these proposed revisions by DOE are too restrictive in nature,
and violate the principal of unfettered access. Although both NRC and DOE
staffs have attempted to develop mutually acceptable language, neither party
has reached an amenable solution.

B. J. Youn b Director
Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Enclosure: As stated
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PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO THE NRC/DOE MORGAN DAVIS AND SITE-SPECIFIC PROCEDURAL
AGREEMENTS

Korgan Davis Areement

Under Section 3, Timely Release of Information, add the following subsection c.

c. DOE will provide, in a timely manner, to the NRC any specially
developed computer programs, codes, or models used in making any site
characterization analyses, performance evaluations, or design
analyses.

Site-Specific Agreement

Under section 3c, Site Characterization Data For The Potential Repository Site,
add the following paragraphs.

3c. DOE will develop as soon as practicable and thereafter maintain a
current catalog of all computer programs (i.e., to include codes,
models, etc.) used in all aspects of the repository program such
as computer programs used for data processing, storage and mangement;
programs used for data analyses and site characterization analyses;
programs used for performance evaluations and assessments; programs
used for design analyses and design drawing preparation; programs
for configuration and management control of the project; and so
forth. This catalog will be maintained in a computer data base
available for read-only access by the NRC as soon as possible. Until
computer access to the data catalog is available, DOE will provide,
on a quarterly basis, NRC with a copy of the current catalog in hard-
copy or in a mutually agreeable electronic format and medium.

For the computer programs and models developed or used by DOE, DOE
will provide, at the request of the NRC staff, such programs to the
NRC once any such program has been used in any referenced or
presented analysis or report. Such programs shall be provided in a
mutually agreed electronic format and medium, including down-loading
from DOE or DOE participant computer storage.

Enclosure


