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Mr. Dwight E. Shelor, Associate Director
for Systems and Compliance

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
U. S. Department of Energy, RW 30
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Shelor:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING TWO U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
(DOE) DOCUMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN PROVIDED TO THE U.S. NUCLEAR
REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC)

On January 25, 1991, DOE provided NRC with the Calico Hills Risk/Benefit
Analysis Record of Memorandum (CHRBA), and on July 18, 1991, DOE provided NRC
with a final draft of the Exploratory Studies Facilities Alternatives Study
Final Report (ESF-AS). Both of these documents were referenced in DOE's
December 14, 1990 responses to NRC's Site Characterization Analysis (SCA) open
items as documents that would contain material addressing certain open items.

However, the transmittal letters accompanying these documents explain that they
are provided for the information of NRC and do not indicate that the documents
are intended to address any SCA open items (although an earlier open item, an
objection from NRC's review of DOE's Site Characterization Plan/Consultation
Draft, was emphasized as the principal focus of the CHRBA). In particular, NRC
is concerned that SCA Objection 1 on ESF design and design control was not
identified as having been addressed in either document, even though in DOE's
responses to the SCA open items, both documents are mentioned as containing
material responsive to SCA Objection 1. Perhaps this matter will be clarified
by the letter mentioned in your August 21, 1991 letter to me as being in
preparation to provide NRC with the status of the DOE response to the technical
concerns related to ESF design in SCA Objection 1.

In NRC's July 31, 1991 letter transmitting to DOE the NRC staff's evaluations
of DOE's SCA responses, Mr. Bernero requested that, in letters transmitting
documents that are intended to address NRC open items, DOE specify which open
items are addressed, where the material intended to address each open item may
be found within a given document, and how each open item is addressed by that
material. Consistent with Mr. Bernero's letter, I request that DOE provide
that information for the two subject documents as expeditiously as possible.
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If you have any questions regarding
(FTS/(301)-492-0446) of my staff.

this request, please contact King Stablein

Sincerely,

(Original Signed
John J. Linehan, ActNg Directo>J
Repository Licensing and Quality
Assurance Project Directorate

Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Enclosure: As Stated

cc: R. Loux, State of Nevada
C. Gertz, DOE/NV
S. Bradhurst, Nye County, NV
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
D. Weigel, GAO
P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
C. Thistlethwaite, Inyo County, CA
V. Poe, Mineral County, NV
F. Sperry, White Pine County, NV
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