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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESPONSE TO U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION TO ISSUE RESOLUTION STATUS REPORT (KEY TECHNICAL
ISSUE CONTAINER LIFE AND SOURCE TERM)

We have reviewed the subject Issue Resolution Status Report and concur with the status
of the issue as indicated in the report. The report indicates that the "dry oxidation of
overpack material" component of the "effects of corrosion" subissue of the Container
Life and Source Term Key Technical Issue (KTI) is resolved at the staff level. We agree
that dry oxidation has an insignificant effect on container lifetimes. Therefore, unless
evidence of incipient intergranular oxidation is revealed, there is no need to consider dry
oxidation in evaluating expected container lifetimes.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the Issue Resolution Status Report and
participate in the resolution of this subissue. We look forward to additional progress in
resolving the remaining issues within this KTI. If you have any questions regarding this
issue, please feel free to contact David C. Haught at (702) 794-5474 or April V. Gil at
(702) 794-5578.

Assistant Manager for LicensingAML:AVG-1719

980520016 980512
PDR TE PDR g
Wm1-IIPD t

\O
YMP-5



, I
;- . t ' ;

Newton K. Stablein -2- MAY 12 1998

cc:
L. H. Barrett, DOE/HQ (RW-1) FORS
R. A. Milner, DOE/HQ (RW-40) FORS
A. B. Brownstein, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
C. E. Einberg, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
Nancy Slater, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
Samuel Rousso, DOE/HQ (RW-50) FORS
C. J. Henkel, NEI, Washington, DC
T. M. Ahn, NRC, Rockville, MD
K. C. Chang, NRC, Rockville, MD
K. A. Gruss, NRC, Rockville, MD
S. L. Wastler, NRC, Rockville, MD
Richard Major, ACNW, Washington, DC
B. J. Garrick, ACNW, Washington, DC
Narasi Sridhar, ACNW, Washington, DC
W. C. Patrick CNWRA, San Antonio, TX
W. D. Barnard, NWTRB, Arlington, VA
J. K. Kessler, EPRI, Palo Alto, CA
R. R. Loux, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV
John Meder, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV
Jim Regan, Churchill County, Fallon, NV
D. A. Bechtel, Clark County, Las Vegas, NV
Susan Dudley, Esmeralda County, Goldfield, NV
Sandy Green, Eureka County, Eureka, NV
B. R Mettam, Inyo County, Independence, CA
Tammy Manzini Lander County, Austin, NV
Jason Pitts, Lincoln County, Pioche, NV
Bob Lybarger, Mineral County, Hawthorne, NV
L. W. Bradshaw, Nye County, Pahrump, NV
Wayne Cameron, White Pine County, Ely, NV
Steve Bradhurst, Nye County, Tonopah, NV
R. I. Holden, National Congress of American Indians,

Washington, DC
Tom Burton, Nevada Indian Environmental Coalition,

Reno, NV
K. L. Ashe, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
J. N. Bailey, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
M. A Lugo, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
E. F. ONeill, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
R. D. Snell, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
David StaW, M&O, Las Vegas, NV
M. K. Cline, MTS, Las Vegas, NV
P. R. Daniel, MTS, Las Vegas, NV
R. L. Fish, MTS, Las Vegas, NV
C. M. Newbury, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
AML Library
Records Processing Center = ' 4"


