
James E. McGreevey 
Governor 

8 ECEI VED 
R E G I O N  1 

DeDartment of Environmental Protection 2a3 JlfN -2 f!! 1: &&ey M. Campbell 
Commissioner 

Division of Environmental Safety, Health and Analytical Programs 
Radiation Protection Programs 

P.O. Box 415 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0415 

Phone: (609) 984-5636 
Fax: (609) 633-2210 

May 30,2003 

George Pangburn, Director 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region I 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406- 14 15 

Dear Mr. Pangburn: 

I would like to bring to the attention of U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
( NRC), an incident that occurred on Thursday, March 20,2003 involving a busload of 
passengers en route fiom New York to Atlantic City. The bus set off a radiation detector 
as it passed through the Lincoln Tunnel. The bus was eventually pulled over by the New 
Jersey State Police at the Cheesequake Service Area on the Garden State Parkway. It was 
discovered that a passenger on the bus had been given a 10-millicurie dosage of Iodine- 
13 1 earlier in the morning. 

It is my understanding, that according to NRC regulations regarding the release 
criteria for individuals, who have received byproduct material, an activity limit of 33mCi 
of Iodine-13 1 can be administered and the patient can go home. The NRC licensee may 
release patients with higher activities as long as the licensee demonstrates through dose 
calculations that the maximum likely dose an individual would receive does not exceed 
500 millirem. Released patients are given a set of instructions to follow that are meant to 
minimize exposure to others. Although the passenger was give written instructions fiom 
her physician, that included not to take public transportation for a certain period of time 
(2 days), the instructions were obviously ignored. When the physician was contacted by 
a member of our staff and questioned whether he thought it was alright for the patient to 
take the trip to Atlantic City, his response was “absolutely”. 

New Jersey is an Equal Opportuniry Employer 
Recycled Paper 



-2- 

Based on the new radiation surveillance that is in place at the tunnels and bridges, 
it is only reasonable to expect more such incidents will occur. 

In an effort to minimize the number of such incidents of occurring in the future, 
we are requesting the NRC to emphasize the importance of patient instructions with the 
licensees, Also, to consider the issuance of an identification card for patients that they 
can carry around with them. The identification czrd would cotltain all the pertinent 
information regarding the type of treatment and the name of a contact person who could 
be reached off-hours to confirm the information. 

We appreciate your attention into this matter. 

Sincerely, 

bl Lipoti, Ph.D., Assistant Director 
Radiation Protection Programs 

C: Robert Bores, SLO 


