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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON D. C. 2055

October 9, 1996

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. John H. Austin, Chief
Performance Assessment and HLW Integration Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards

FROM: William L. Belke, Sr. On-Site Licensing
Representative for Quality Assurance and
Engineered Systems

Chad J. Glenn, Sr. On-Site Licensing 
Representative for Natural Systems and Total
Systems

SUBJECT: U. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ON-SITE
LICENSING REPRESENTATIVES' REPORT ON YUCCA
MOUNTAIN PROJECT FOR SEPTEMBER 1996

The purpose of this letter is to transmit the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission On-Site Representative's (OR's) report for
the period of September 1-30, 1996.

The principal purpose of the OR reports is to alert NRC staff,
managers and contractors to information on U. S. Department of
Energy (DOE) programs for site characterization, repository
design, performance assessment, and environmental studies that
may be of use in fulfilling NRC's role during pre-licensing
consultation. The principal focus of this and future OR reports
will be on DOE's programs for the Exploratory Studies Facility,
(ESF) surface-based testing, performance assessment, data
management systems and environmental studies. Relevant
information includes new technical data, DOE's plans and
schedules, and the status of activities to pursue site
suitability and ESF development. In addition to communication of
this information, any potential licensing concerns, or opinions
raised in this report represent the views of the ORs and not that
of NRC headquarters' staff.

There appears to be a notable increase in the number and
substance of deficiencies being identified during the conduct of
the DOE internal QA audits. This increase has been especially
noticeable with the recent audits of the U.S. Geological Survey,
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, Los Alamos
National Laboratory, and Sandia National Laboratories. This
trend could be indicative of ineffective oversight or budgetary
constraints. The ORs recommend that DOE consider reviewing the
current system of implementing the A program effort and develop
alternative solutions for improvement before major issues develop
and render data and information unacceptable for the licensing
process.
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The ORs continue to monitor ESF and surface-based testing
activities. In the ESF, activities continue to be focused on the
excavation of the Thermal Test Alcove and the Northern Ghost
Dance Fault Alcove. An important surface-based tracer test at
the C-Hole complex is expected to start in October 1996. Section
5.0 of this report identifies several recently completed
documents that may have a bearing on NRC Key Technical Issues.

If you have any questions on this report or its enclosures,
please call William L. Belke or Chad J. Glenn on (702) 388-6125.
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cc w/enclosures as stated:

R. Milner, DOE-OCRWM
C. Einberg, DOE, OCRWM
C. Johnson, State of Nevada
R. Loux, State of Nevada
J. Meder, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
B. Price, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
W. Barnes, YMSCO
D. Horton, YMSCO
S. Brocoum, YMSCO
A. Gil, YMSCO
N. Chappell, M&O
A. Haghi, M&O
J. Regan, Churchill County, NV
M. Murphy, Nye County, NV
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
D. Weigel, GAO
P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
B. Mettam, Inyo County, CA
V. Poe, Inyo County, CA
W. Cameron, White Pine County, NV
R. Williams, Lander County, NV
L. Fiorenzi, Eureka County, NV
J. Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
C. Schank, Churchill County, NV
L. Bradshaw, Nye County, NV
W. Barnard, NWTRB
R. Holden, NCAI
T. Burton, NIEC
R. Arnold, Pahrump, NV
N. Stellavato, Nye County, NV
R. Wallace, USGS, VA
R. Craig, USGS, NV



4

DISTRIBUTION: WEnclosures
File Center NMSS r/f PAHL r/f
PUBLIC LSS

C. Paperiello, NRC WA (T8A-23)
M. Knapp, NRC WA (T8A-23)
R. Irish, NRC WA (T-5D28)
L. Deering, NRC (ACNW), WA (T-2E-26)
E. O'Donnell, NRC (RES), WA (T-9F-33)
W. Reamer, NRC WA (015B-18)
W. Patrick, CNWRA (Center)
J. Greeves, NRC WA (T7J-9)
M. Federline, NRC WA (T7J-9)
M. Bell, NRC WA (T7C-6)
J. Thoma, NRC WA (T7F-1)
J. Spraul, NRA WA (T7F-1)
S. Wastler, NRC WA (T7F-1)
A. Garcia, NRC WA (T7J-9)
R. Johnson, NRC WA (T-7F-1)
T. McCartin, NRC WA (T-7F-1)
R. Wescott, NRC WA (T-7F-1)
J. Trapp, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
N. Coleman, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
J. Pohle, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
K. Chang, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
P. Justus, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
J. Bradbury, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
J. Jagannath, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
B. Leslie, NRC WA (T-7C-6)
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