
June 25, 2003

The Honorable Rick Santorum
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Santorum:

Thank you for your letter of May 15, 2003, to Mr. Ken Kalman of our office, regarding the ash
lagoon at the Kiski Valley Water Pollution Control Authority (Kiski Valley).  We appreciate your
interest in this site and acknowledge your concern that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(Pennsylvania) develop a single consistent recommendation for the treatment of the
contaminated lagoon.

NRC is working with both Kiski Valley and Pennsylvania to select an appropriate
decommissioning option for the site that jointly satisfies state and federal regulations. 
Specifically, NRC is working with Kiski Valley to ensure that they pursue an acceptable option
for the disposition of the contaminated ash in compliance with NRC regulations.  We will be
interacting with Pennsylvania to clarify the State’s concerns and NRC’s and Pennsylvania’s
respective regulatory responsibilities at the site.  Clarification of these issues should better
enable Kiski Valley to provide an acceptable plan for disposition of the contaminated ash that
meets both state and federal requirements.  Mr. Kalman has already contacted Mr. Jay French,
of your Pittsburgh office, and will keep him informed of the results of our meeting.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-1700 or e-mail wdt@nrc.gov.  I trust
that this reply has responded to your concerns.

Sincerely,

/RA/ 

William D. Travers
Executive Director
   for Operations
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