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State of New Mexind/

ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Harold Runnels Building
1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, Neu Mexico 876502 JUDITH M. ESPINOSA
(605) 827-2850 BECRETARY
BRUCE XING RON CURRY
COVERNOR . DBIUTY SLCRETARY

November 18, 1993

Ramon Hall, Director

Ureanium Raecovery Field 0ffice

U. 5. Nuclear Regulatory Commigsion
P.O. Box 25325

Denver, Colorado 80225

Subject: Transition Oversight Teaar Rocommendations
NDear Mr. Hasll:

Thae New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) hes reviewed &
proposal by the NRC "Transition Oversight Team" which has as its
statad goal the rcduction of regulatory impscts on urenium rscovery
licensees. The NMED concurg with thig goal only to the extent that
any euch reduction of iampect have nu sdverse effect on the level
of environmental protection and public gafety. Our review of the
proposed license cunditions suggests a different conclusion; ie.
environmental protection and public safety would be adversely
impacted by the proposal.

The lunguage provided under the proposed standard license condition
allows the licensee to change processes or conduct "tests® outside
of any regulatory framework with only a few general provisions
relating to possible impacts. The licensee is asked to make sgix
determinations. For example #3 gtetes: "There is no change to the
séfety or environmental protegtion provided by the approved
reclamstion plan, or to ite cost basis.* This is a very gubjective
determination, and given the influence it may have on reclamation
coste, is & determination that ghould not be left to industry to
make. The other "conditions" are similaerly problematic in that
they are very genaral end therefore subjective. We are alsgo
concerned by the lack of opportunity for the effected statas,
tribes and the public tc comment on such process changes.

Industry should be required to reclaim the land where the uranium
recovery facilities were located in accordance with tha applicable
regulations and conditions of their licenses. This ig how other
-radicactive materisl licensing programs aparate.
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The proposal as it is currently written should be withdrawn.
Should you require further input on our response to thig proposal
please contact Benito Garcia or John Parker of my staff at 505/827-
4358. Thank you for considering our recommandation.

athleen M. &is s, Director

Water and Waste Management Diviaion

KMS : JWP

cc: Ivan Salin, Chativman, U.S. NRC
Kenngth C. Rogerse, U.S. NRC
Forast J. Remick, U.8. NRC
E. Gail de Planqus, U.S5. NRC
Benito J. Garcis, NMED
John W. Parker, NMED
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