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May 16,2003
Mr. Samuel J. Collins, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Subject: Misleading Information in FENOC's 2.206 Petition Rebutal of Apri) 11%, 2003
Dear Mr. Collins:

FENOC's Apnl 11™, 2003 rebutial is mislcading regarding the operability of the reactor coolant
leuk detection system. The charade sturts with FENOC's stalement that “the containment
radiation monitors are cupable of dctectmg a 1 gallon per minute leak with 0.1% failed fuel™ As

I have previously pointed out to NRCY, the eurrent reactor coolant activity Jevels at all PWRs are
far 100 low for the contuinment atmusphtre monifors to be able to detect leakage.

Apparently FENOC docs not learn fram the past; this omission ix in the same vein as the famous
missing pboto of the reactor head boric acid encrustation that was not pravided to NRC.
Howeves, if NRC absolves FENOC based on the utility’s lack of knowledge of the issue, then
the burden rests solely with NRC for dragging their feet since 1996 on the inability of radiation

monitors ta deteet leakape with no failed fuel. To dute, NRC hus issued no gencric

communijcation lu licensees to notily them of this deficiency.

FENOC then points 1o the conwinment sump level and flaw inonitoning system as a
complementary component aof the overall Icak detection scheme, The complementary nature is
only true if the radiation moritors arc aperable; if not, then the overall system lacks the diversity
of Regulatory Guide 1.45.

I request NRC perform a detatled ws-found review of Davis-Besse’s compliance with General
Dexign Criterion 30, *Quality of reactor coolant pressure boundary®. This review should verify,
at a minimum that Davis-Besst’s containment radiation monitors can detect ) ppm within 1 hour
wiﬁ; reucior coolant activity levels that exist or are likely to exist in the possibic next aperating
cycle.

Respe ully, f{
ery ngl‘,/y,%r eactor Operator

apif‘@aol.cum
35 12 Loumana Rd
Rockford, 1. 61108
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