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May 19, 2003

,Mr. Samucl J. Collins, Lirector
Office of Nuclrar Reactor Regulat6on
US Nuclcar Regulatory Comnission
Washington, DC 20555-U001

SobjeUL: Misle-ading Infornmation in FENOC's 2.206 Petiion Rcbunal of April 11 , 2003

Der Mir. Collins:

FENOr's April lt' 2003 rebuttal is rnislading Tegarding the oparibility of the rcactor coolant
k:ik detction sytern. The charade st;rts with FENOC's tatemcnt that "thc containmcn
radiaiion niritors aTe capable nf &-tecting a 1 gallon per minute leak with 0.1%,; failed fuel". As
I hAvc previnu.sly pointed out to NRC', the curent rcactir coolant acivity levels at all PWRS are
far loo low fnr Uhe containrmcnt izrnusphere monilors to be able to detect akagc.

Ariarently FEN'OC docs not lern fTom the past; this orission is in the sarne vein as the famous
mis.;ing pboto of Ihc reactor hcad boric acid encrusution that was not provided to NRC..
However, if NRC absolves FL:NOC bard on the iitility's lack of kntiwlcdge of the ibuc, then
thu burden rests solely with NR C I'or dragging Lhcir feet since 199s on the inability of radiation
monitors to detcct lakagc with nu filed fuel. To date, RC h issued no generic
comnunicanion U licensces to notily tbcm of this dcficiency.

FENtOC then points to the ontinncnt simp vcl and flow monitoring sys1cm . a
cormplementary component reoLhc overall Icak detection schcme. The complcmentar) naturc is
o0lyv trut if the radiatiun monitors are operable; if not, then the ovcral) sysrcm lacks the divcrsity
of Regul13ury Gride 1.45.

I rqLiest N'RC pCrfonn a dctailed w-found rcview of Dxn.is-nesse's comp,iince with (enel
De..&n Criierion 30, 'QmLidly of rea3tor coolant pressurc boundary'. This rcvIew slhou1d vcrify,
at a minimum that Davis-Bsse's con:nininunt radal.,on mniontors c3n detect I gpm uithin 1 hour
with rrcior coolanL octivity levcls thnt exist or are lik:ely to exist in the possibic ncxt Operx.ing
cycle.
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