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October 29, 1993

Mr. Joseph J. Holonich, Director
Repository Licensing and Quality Assurance

Project Directorate
Division of High-Level Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
U.S. Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

RE: Nye County-DOE Cooperative Drilling Initiative

Dear Joe:

As you are aware, at the U.S. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board meeting on
October 19, 1993, I presented a brief overview of Nye County's efforts to enter into a
cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy Yucca Mountain Site
Characterization Office to cooperate on drilling four holes at Yucca Mountain and jointly
instrumenting them and sharing the data.

The purpose of the drilling program would be to demonstrate that reverse circulation
drilling with the proper down hole instrumentation package can provide data comparable to
that which is derived from the DOE dry core drilling program but at a much cheaper cost and
at a much more rapid pace, resulting in a denser data base upon which to build a three-
dimensional model of the Repository block. There was some discussion afterwards on the
19th regarding alternative drilling methods, and the issue was briefly mentioned again on the
20th. It seems clear that there is a need to look at drilling costs and the pace with which
drilling is proceeding at Yucca Mountain.

Nye County would be pleased to meet with you and other NRC staff to present a
detailed explanation of the proposed Nye County drilling initiative.
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Dr. Martin Mifflin, Nye County's Independent Scientific Investigation program
director, will be in Washington as a presenter at the National Academy of Sciences
Committee on Technical Bases for Yucca Mountain Standards meeting on December 16-17,
1993. Perhaps during that week we could meet with you.

I look forward to your response.

Very truly yours,
NYE COUNTY, NEVADA

Les W. Bradshaw, Manager
Nuclear Waste Repository Project Office
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