TOs

FROM:

SUBJECT :

PTH:nan

cc:

Y N
UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

Reply to:
301 E. Stewart Ave., Rm. 203
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Tels (702) 388-6125
FTE: 598-6125

~ Date: December 10, 1991
King Stablein, HLFD, Division of High-Level WHaste
Management, M/& 4 H 3

Paul T. Prestholt, On-Site Licensing Representative

SZYMANSKI 'S REVIEW PANEL REPORT OF "CONCEPTUAL
CONSIDERATIONS OF THE YUCCA MOUNTAIN GROUNDWATER SYSTEM
WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE ADEQUACY OF THIS SYSTEM TO
ACCOMMODATE A HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY" and
DECEMBER 2 (Monday) LAS VEGAS SUN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

Please find enclosed the above-referenced informatinn.

(The article was also faxed to you and a copy was
mailed last weekj this is a duplicate at your request.)

Joseph Holonich, 4 H 3, w/0 encs.
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Yucca Mountain Site Characterization

Project Office WBS 1.2.¢
P. O. Box 98608 Qa: NA
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8608
DEC 0 5 1891

Distribution

FORWARDING OF MAJORITY AND MINORITY EXTERNAL REVIEW PANEL REPORTS REGARDING
JERRY S. SZYMANSKI'’S REPORT "CONCEPTUAL CONSIDERATIONS OF THE YUCCA MOUNTAIN
GROUNDWATER SYSTEM WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE ADEQUACY OF THIS SYSTEM TO
ACCOMMODATE A HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY"

Enclosed are reports prepared by an external review panel which was tasked by
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) with evaluating the concepts, data, and
interpretations presented by Jerry Szymanski in his report of July 26, 1989.
The external review panel produced two reports reflecting majority and
minority viewpoints. These reports have not yet been officially reviewed

by DOE.

A 17-member panel of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is also focusing
on the topic of coupled processes as they might affect a high-level nuclear
waste repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada. The NAS report is expected to
be released early next year.

The DOE will carefully consider the external review panel reports and the
NAS report prior to implementing any necessary modifications to the site
characterization program.

Copies of the independent peer review reports, and other supporting
information, are available upon request from the Yucca Mountain Site
Characterization Project Office. For more information contact
William Sublette at (702) 794-7782 or FTS 544-7782.

o —

Carl P. Gertz
YMP:JRD-1036 Project Manager
Enclosures: m m -
1. External Review Panel 7// 9\/909\5/ 77/ /0

Majority Report
2. Minority Report of the
Special DOE Review Panel
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Bartlett, HQ (RW-1) FORS
Hanna, HQ (PA-3) FORS
Prestholt, NRC, Las Vegas, NV

R. R. Loux, NWPO, Carson City, NV
Leon Reiter, NWIRB, Arlington, VA
W. L. Clarke, LINL, Livermore, CA

J. A. Blink, LLNL, LV, NV

L. R. Hayes, USGS, Las Vegas, NV

R. J. Herbst, LANL, Los Alamos, NM

J. H. Nelson, SAIC, Las Vegas, NV

K. W. Moore, SAIC, Las Vegas, NV

R. F. Pritchett, REECo, Las Vegas, NV

T. E. Blejwas, SNL, 6310, Albugquerque, NM

R. L. Bullock, RSN, Las Vegas, NV

R. E. Lowder, MACTEC, Las Vegas, NV

L. D. Foust, TESS, Las Vegas, NV

P. B. Myers, National Research Council, Washington, DC
I. B. Alterman, National Research Council, Washington, DC (17)

Robert Campbell, Inyo County, Independence, Cca
Gloria Derby, Lander County, Battle Mountain, NV
P. J. Goicoechea, Eureka County, Eureka, NV
Cyril Schank, Churchill County, Fallon, NV

C. E. Jackson, Mineral County, Hawthorne, NV
Keith whipple, Lincoln County, Pioche, NV
Frank Sperry, White Pine County, Ely, NV

J. W. Bingham, Clark County, Las Vegas, NV
Leo Vaughn, Esmeralda County, Goldfield, NV
Barbara Raper, Nye County, Pahrump, NV

A. F. Spilhaus, Jr., AGU:EOS, Washington, DC
Janet Raloff, Science News, Washington, DC

D. E. Koshland, ABAS, Washington, DC

C. G. Grout, Geotimes, Alexandria, VA

E. L. Moores, GSA Today, Davis, CA

J. M. Boak, YMP, NV

A. M, Simmons, YMP, NV
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D. W. Powers, Anthony, TX

N. J. Price, Stamford, Lincolnshire, UK

J. W. Rudnicki, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

J. L. Smith, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC
C. B. Archambeau, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO

J. R. Dyer, YMP, NV

J. S. Szymanski, YMP, NV



Dennis W. Powers, Ph.D.
Consulting Gcolo;ist

Star Route Box 8

Anthony, TX 79821

(915) 877-2417

y 09/03/1991

Mr. Carl Gertz

Project Manager

Yucca Mountain Project
Department of Energy
P.O. Box 98518

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518

Dear Mr. Gertz:

I am forwarding through Bill Sublette the final report of the majority group for
the external review panel. ‘

The minority report is not complete yet; from talking with Charles Archambeau, it
would appear their report will be completed soon (perhaps a week or two). Though we
realize our majority report will be a public report as soon as received, we squcst
that it not be given wide distribution until the minority report is also available.

I will send a further letter concerning the panel activities when the minority

report is available.
Sz' rely, Z .
ennis W. Powers

Chairman
External Review Panel

copy to: panel members



