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Department of Energy
;Yucca Mountain Site Characterization

\4 / Project Office
P. 0. Box 98608 wBs 1.2.9

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8608 QA: N/A

APR 04 1991

John W. Bartlett, Director, Civilian Radioactive Waste Management,
HQ (-1) FORS

OFFICE OF GEOLOGIC DISPOSAL OGD) WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING
MARCH 29, 1991

I. CRITICAL ITEM STATUS - YUCCA MXNTAIN SITE CHARACTERIZATION PROJECT
(YMP)

A. Site Characterization Planning

Exploratory Studies Facility ESF)

The Systems Description and Systems Requirements Documents have
been placed under Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Project
Office (YMPO) control. The Repository Design Requirements, the ESF
Design Requirements, and the Site Characterization Planning
Baseline Documents are being completed by YMPO Management Review.

ESF Task Force Activities

The Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management Milestones
scheduled for completion through the end of May 1991 are on track.
Variances will be reported. Milestones E, HO, P, E2, and H have
been completed.

Site Characterization Plan (SCP) Progress Report

The final draft of the third semiannual "Progress Report on Site
Characterization: Yucca Mountain, Nevada' (PR 3) is awaiting
concurrence review from the office of Under Secretary of Energy
John Tuck. Upon completion of this review, the YMPO will finalize
a camera-ready copy of PR 3 for submittal for printing.

SCP Coaments

Response development continued for the State of Nevada's
September 1989 comments on the SCP. The next Integration Group
Meeting is scheduled for May 7-9, 1991, at Las Vegas, Nevada.

YMP-5
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SCP Study Plan Status

Study Plan 8.3.1.12.2.1, "Meteorological Data Collection at the Yucca
Mountain Site," has been approved, and controlled copies have been
sent to the U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters (DOEAIQ) for
transmittal to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).

All comments have been received for Study Plan 8.3.1.5.1.2,
"Paleoclimate Study: Lake, Playa, and Marsh Deposits," and the
comments have been transmitted to the author for disposition.

STUDY PLAN BREAKDWN

In Revision After Screening Review . . . . . . . . .
In YMPO and HQ Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Awaiting Comment Resolution Meeting . . . . . . . .
-Awaiting Author Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....

In YMPO/HQ Verification Audit . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Verification Complete-Awaiting HQ Sign-off . . . . .
Awaiting YMPO Approval . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...

Approved and Awaiting Transmittal to the NRC . . . .

NRC Acceptance Review ..................
NRC Acceptance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....

1
12
14

8
2

t 2
.1
3

17
4

Total . . . . 64

Review of DoE-Approved Study Plans

OGD received comments from the NRC on Study Plan 8.3.1.8.5.1,
"Characterization of Volcanic Features." OGD is coordinating with
the responsible participant for response development.

Early Site Suitability Evaluation

Core Team members continued development of evaluations of the
individual guidelines of 10 CR Part 960. Team members advised one
another of progress and ongoing developments impacting the task
during a teleconference held on March 28, 1991.

The Core Team Methodology Subgroup distributed a description of the
site selection process as defined by the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.

I
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B. Environmental Programs

Environmental Compliance and Permitting

The permit applications for the Air Quality and Underground
Injection Control permits were refiled. Meetings were held with
the State Engineer's Office to review the Water Appropriation
Permit application on March 20, 1991.

Environmental Field Programs

Preliminary evaluations of ESF Alternative 30 impacts to the
biological resource program, the radiological monitoring program,
and the meteorological monitoring program were initiated.

C. Field Operations

An Operations and Safety Plan submitted by Environmental Science
'Associates, Inc., was reviewed and comments were made. The
comments were submitted to the requester, with recommendations that t
the changes be incorporated into the plan prior to processing a
Field Operations Permit.

The Site Manager prepared and distributed a letter to the
participants in the YP Support Area, Area 25, stressing the ban on
smoking in the Nevada Operations Office (NV)/YMPO controlled
facilities, and all government passenger-carrying vehicles (cars,
vans, buses, and other light-duty vehicles).

The Site Manager authorized the execution of Job Package 91-3,
Field Management, for several completed and approved planning and
scheduling accounts for Technical and Management Support Services
(T&MSS) and Reynolds Electrical & Engineering Co., Inc. (REECo).
These were as follows:

T&MSS 1.2.7.1 Management and Integration
1.2.7.4.1 Field Operations Center
1.2.9.1.1 Management

REECo 1.2.7.4.2 Maintenance and Operations
1.2.7.4.3 Administrative and Support Services

The Site Manager met with representatives from the DOE/Nevada Test
Site (NTS) Office, DOE/Engineering and Energy Management Division,
REECo, and Raytheon Services Nevada (RSN) relative to the impact of
the YMP electrical loads on the NTS power transmission system. An
in-depth Load Flow Study will be prepared by RSN and submitted to
the Site Manager by May 22, 1991, indicating the existing
electrical base loads, construction loads, various recommendations
to upgrade the power system to handle the new loads, and the most
cost-effective engineering solutionzs).
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The RSN Design Group is finalizing the drawings for the A-25 water
Line.

The Site Manager is working with the EECo Department Manager for
Housing, Custodial Services, and Feeding in preparation for the YMP
Open House and Site Tour scheduled for April 20, 1991.

The Sample Management Facility (SMF) staff attended the Geophysical
Logging Course on March 26, 1991, at the YMPO.

A tour of the SMF was conducted for students from California State
University at Fresno, California, on March 29, 1991.

D. Project Planning and Control

A meeting was held with Clyde Hough, Jr., DOE/HQ, to discuss
Approved Funding Program requirements and DOE NV interfaces.

E. Quality-Assurance (Qua) -Implementation

YMPO QA conducted an audit of Los Alamos National Laboratory
on March 21-28, 1991. The audit was attended by both NRC and State
of Nevada representatives.

Members of the YMPO QA staff attended the Nuclear Waste Technical
Review Board (NMWRB) Meeting in Dallas, Texas. Donald Horton
presented a speech entitled "Update on DOE QA Workshop
Recommendations."

F. Major Oversight Group Meetings

The NTRB Joint QA and Structural Geology & Geoengineering Panel
met in Dallas, Texas. Yme presented briefings and participated in
discussions with the NTRB about Q and implementation of ESF
Preliminary Design.

DOE Program Review is scheduled for Edison Electric Institute (EEI)
on April 9-11, 1991. A site tour of Yucca Mountain is planned for
April 9, 1991. Briefings about activities with NRC, NWTRB,
Management System Improvement Strategy, and status of ongoing site
characterization is planned for April 10, 1991; and briefings about
Institutional, Financial Assistance, QA and cost/schedule is
planned for April 11, 1991.

G. Public Outreach Activities

YMPO staff attended an educational outreach and communications
meeting with DOE/HQ and MPO staff in Washington, D.C., on
March 25-27, 1991.

_ ...
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YMPO staff prepared a briefing book and finalized arrangements for
a visit-to the YMP and a tour of Yucca Mountain for DOE/HQ Deputy
Secretary Henson W. Moore on April 2, 1991.

Draft discussion points and briefing materials were prepared for a
YMP presentation to the American Nuclear Society in Tucson, Arizona,
on April 4, 1991; and to the U.S. Counsel for Energy Awareness
Info '91 Conference scheduled for April 15-17, 1991.

Preliminary arrangements were made for the EEI visit to the YMPO and
tour of Yucca Mountain scheduled for April 11, 1991.

Arrangements were made to staff the YMPO exhibit at the Clark County
Fair, scheduled for April 11-14, 1991, in Logandale, Nevada.

YMPO staff finalized the Institutional/External Affairs Plan for
release.

H. Near Term Decision Plan

No significant change in milestone status from the last Program I
Management Meeting.

I. Management System Improvement Strategy

No significant new items this week.

II. ANALYSIS & VERIFICATIN DIVISION

Submitted draft text to RN-4 as input for OD sections of the Mission
Plan Amendment on March 28, 1991.

Met with staff from DOE's Office of Budget, Office of Financial
Management, and Controller at meetings to discuss site characterization
on March 25, 1991.

Reviewed/revised draft responses to the State of Nevada comments on the
SCP as input for the next SCP Integration Group Meeting, scheduled for
May 7-9, 1991, at Las Vegas, Nevada.

Attended a joint meeting of the Structural Geology and Q panels of the
NWTR on QA of ESF preliminary design and follow-up on DOE A program
on March 26-27, 1991, at Dallas, Texas.

Participated in the physical systems functional analysis (Dispose
Waste/ESF) on March 25-29, 1991, at Los Alamos, New Mexico.

Initiated technical review of Study Plan 8.3.1.2.2.9, "Site Unsaturated
Zone odeling and Synthesis."
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III. SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS/INFORMATION ITEMS

Sandia National Laboratories has submitted the initial draft of the
Repository Plan to YMPO.

IV. UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

Please note that the usage of "(P)" in the
event is open to the public.

calendar indicates that the

Date Event Location YMPO Contact

A. DOE/EHQ Meetings

Wednesday-
Thursday,
April 3-4

Friday,
April 5

Strategic Principles
Workshop

Program Management
Meeting

Denver,
CO

Denver,
CO

C. Gertz

C. Gertz
I

B. Internal and DOE/NV Meetings

Thursday,
May 9

Planning & Budget
Meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

Friday,
May 10

TPO Meeting Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. NRC Interactions

RESCHEDULED
Late March

DOE Site Visit
to NWRA

San Antonio,
1X

A. Simmons

Tuesday,
April 16

NRC Thermal Loading
and Repository Design
Staff Technical
Position TE

Rockville,
MD

A. Simmons

RESCHEDULED
Thursday,
April 25

NRC Bimonthly QA
Meeting

Rockville,
MD

A. Simmons

Wednesday,
May 15

WIPP Roundtable
Discussion

TBD A. Simmons
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

D. NwmRB Interactions (P)

Tuesday-
Wednesday,
March 26-27

Tuesday-
Thursday,
April 16-18

NTTRB Joint QA/SG&G
Panel Mtg. on QA of
ESF Preliminary
Design & DOE QA
Program

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting-Natural
Analogues

Dallas,
TX

Reno,
NV

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

Monday-
Tuesday,
May 20-21

Risk & Performance
Assessment Panel
Meeting

Arlington,
VA

A. Simions

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 18-20

- WFTB EBS Workshop ,Denver,
CO

D. Harrison-
Giesler

9

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 25-27

Joint SG&GAHG&G
Meeting on Testing
Review

West Coast
Site

TBD

Tuesday-
Thursday,
July 16-18

Tuesday-
Thursday,
October 8-10

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting

Arlington,
VA

Las Vegas,
NV

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

E. State and Public Interactions (P)

Saturday,
March 30

Wednesday,
April 3

Lander County
Transportation
Overview

Community Lutheran
Church

Battle
Mountain,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

P. Standish/
E. Larkin

E. Larkin/
A. Landeros

Thursday,
April 4

Thursday,
April 4

University of Arizona
ANS Chapter

American Nuclear
Society

Tucson,
AZ

Tucson,
AZ

A. Robison

A. Robison
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

E. State and Public Interactions (continued) (P)

Tuesday,
April 16

Tunnels '91 Golden,
co

C. Gertz

Saturday,
April 20

Wednesday,
May 1

Open House Tour

'91 High Level
Radioactive Waste
Mgmt. Conference

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. Gertz

Friday,
May 3

Friday,
May 10

Thursday,
May 23

Kenny Guinn Junior
High Accelerated
Science Classes

Open House-Tour

Las Vegas Rotary
Club

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

M. Foley

C. -Gertz

A. Robison
t

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 18-20

DOE EBS
Workshop

Denver,
Co

C. Gertz/
M. Cloninger

Crl P. Gertz
Project ManagerYMP:DLH-3036

cc:
H. H. Brandt, HQ (RK-13) FORS
J. C. Bresee, HQ (RW-10) FOES
S. J. Brocoum, HQ (RN-22) FORS
B. A. Cerny, HQ (RN-14) FORS
M. A. Ferguson, HQ (RN-5) FORS
Stephanie Hannah, HQ (PA-3) FORS
T. H. Isaacs, HQ (EW-4) FORS
G. P. King, HQ (RW-5) FORS
R. A. Milner, HQ (Rw-40) FOES
F. G. Peters, HQ (RW-2) FOES
Samuel Rousso, HQ (RN-10) FORS
D. E. Shelor, HQ (RE-30) FORS
C. M. Smith, HQ (RW-2) FORS
J. D. Saltzman, HQ (RW-5) FORS
Jeff Roberts, CH, IL
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.i. ~Project Office
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MAR 2 6 1991

John W. Bartlett, Director, Civilian Radioactive Waste Management,
HQ (W-1) ORS

OFFICE OF GEOLOGIC DISPOSAL (OGD) WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING
MARCH 22, 1991

I. CRITICAL ITEM STATUS - YUCCA MOUNTAIN SITE CHARACTERIZATION PROJECT
(YMP)

A. Site Characterization Planning

Exploratory Studies Facility (ESF)

The Systems Description and Systems Requirements Documents have
been submitted to the Change Control Board. The Repository Design
Requirements and the ESF Design Requirements have been submitted to
the Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Project Office YMPO) and
are in Management Review.

Site Characterization Plan (SCP) Progress Report

The final draft of the third semiannual "Progress Report on Site
Characterization: Yucca Mountain, Nevada" (SPR 3), for the period
April through September 1990, is in the office of John Tuck,
Undersecretary of Energy, for concurrence review. Upon completion
of this review, the YMPO will finalize a camera-ready copy of SPR 3
for submittal for printing.

SCP Comments

Draft responses developed during the Integration Group Meeting in
Las Vegas, Nevada, on March 11-13, 1991, plus those developed
during earlier meetings, are being edited and compiled into a draft
response document for the State of Nevada's September 1989 SCP
comments.

SCP Study Plan Status

Study Plan 8.3.1.2.1.1, "Characterization of Meteorology for
Regional Hydrology," has been approved, and controlled copies have
been sent to the U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters (DOE/HQ)
for transmittal to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).

YMP-5
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A draft of Study Plan 8.3.1.3.1.1, "Groundwater Chemistry Model of
Yucca Mountain," was received for review from Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL).

STUDY PLAN BREAKDWN

In Revision After Screening Review . . . . . .
In YMPO and HQ Review . . . . . . . . . . . .
Awaiting Comment Resolution Meeting . . . . . . . .
Awaiting Author Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
In YMPO/HQ Verification Audit . . I I I I I I I .
Verification Complete-Awaiting HQ Sign-off . . . . .
Awaiting YMPO Approval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Approved and Awaiting Transmittal to the NRC .

NRC Acceptance Review . . . . . . . . . . .
NRC Acceptance .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .

. . .

. . .

1
16
11
7
2
2
2
2
17
4. * . R

Total . . . . 64

Early Site Suitability Evaluation (ESSE)

Core Team members continue development of evaluations of the
individual guidelines of 10 CFR Part 960. Team members advised each
other of progress and ongoing developments impacting the task during
a teleconference held on March 15, 1991.

Reports on the status of the ESSE task were presented at the
Technical Project Officer (TPO) Meeting on March 22, 1991.

B. Environmental Programs

Environmental Cmpliance and Permitting

Appendix of the ESF-Design Requirements, describing environmental
requirements for the ESF, was completed and transmitted to DOE for
inclusion with the rest of the document for Quality Management
Procedure 06-04 review.

Environmental Field Programs

Participation in ESF Alternative 30 meetings continues, and efforts
to determine the impacts of alternatives on current environmental
field programs are ongoing.
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C. Field Operations

The Site Manager has assembled a working committee to make an
assessment during the coming week as to the existing capability of
the overhead power transmission line in the area. The committee is
comprised of members of Raytheon Services Nevada (RSN),
Reynolds Electrical & Engineering Co., Inc. (REECo), the DOE/Nevada
Test Site Office, and DOE/Engineering and Energy Management
Division. On Monday, March 25, 1991, RSN will present to the Site
Manager a load study analysis and preliminary Conceptual Design
Report that will indicate the requirements that must be met to
provide the power for the design concept.

The Site Manager has finalized enough of the planning and
scheduling accounts for the participants in Field Management to
initiate Job Package 91-3, Field Management, for activation and
authorization.

The Site-Manager has-scheduled installation of "converter coms"
consoles for the utilization of the new Net 14 GE MPD portable
hand-held radios in several of the Field Operations Center
light-duty vehicles. Installation will begin the first week of
April 1991 and continue during the next three months.

A tour was conducted for HQ personnel on March 19, 1991.

Core handling and logging gear has been assembled for field
trailers.

A tour was conducted for new P employees on March 20, 1991.

D. Project Planning and Control

Project Control staff made site visits to LANL and Sandia National
Laboratories to conduct Planning and Control System training.

The first draft of the integrated schedule for ESF Option 30 was
completed.

Completed the input of participant Performance Measurement Baseline
(PMB) data and produced cost plans reflecting planning through the
year 2001. Data are now being reviewed and revised as necessary to
form the project PMB.
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E. Quality Assurance (Q) Implementation

Donald Horton, DOE, moderated a session of the American Society for
Quality Control (ASQC) Energy Division Conference on March 1, 1991.
The session revolved around discussions by participant TPOs.

Donald Horton gave a presentation on the "OCFWM Quality Assurance
Program and Experiences" at the ASQC Conference in
Idaho Falls, Idaho, on March 16, 1991.

Coordination meetings were held on March 19-20, 1991, with
HQ/QA representatives to discuss the direction of the Quality
Assurance Requirements Document/Quality Assurance Program
Description revision and consolidation.

A presentation was prepared for the DOE Project Manager, to be
presented at the ASOC Conference on March 19, 1991.

A presentation was prepared for the Nuclear Waste Technical Review
Board (NWTRB) Meeting scheduled for March 26-27, 1991, in
Dallas, Texas.

The audit report for REECo was issued on March 22, 1991.

F. Major Oversight Group Meetings

No major meetings were held this week.

G. Public Outreach Activities

YMPO staff finalized arrangements and prepared presentations and
exhibits for the Second International Waste Management Conference,
which will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada, on March 18-20, 1991.

YMPO staff members are scheduled to make the following
presentations:

Esmeralda County March 19, 1991
DOE/Nevada Operations Office
Manager's Program Review March 20, 1991

TPO Meeting March 22, 1991

A project-related paper will be presented to the University of
Kansas School of Journalism, Lawrence, Kansas, on March 20, 1991.

H. Near Term Decision Plan

No significant change in milestone status from the last Program
Management Meeting.
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I. Management System Improvement Strategy (MSIS)

In support of MSIS, $465,000 of the $600,000 budgeted has been
spent by YMPO.

The Physical ESF Core Team and selected technical experts met in
Denver, Colorado, and completed tasks "Specify Data Needs" and
"Integrate ESF Site Parameters."

The Programmatic functional analysis team met in
Richland, Washington, and finished the "Select Suitable Sites"
function.

II. ANALYSIS & VERIFICATION DIVISION

Participated in the DOE/NRC technical exchange on Mineral Stability and
Applicability of Laboratory Data to Repository Transport Calculations
held on March 20-21, 1991, in Los Alamos, New Mexico.

Participated in the systems engineering functional analysis for the
programmatic function "Provide Suitable Sites" on March 18-22, 1991, in
Richland, Washington.

Continued development of draft text as input for OGD sections of the
Mission Plan Amendment. OGD input is due by March 28, 1991.

Attended a meeting of the National Academy of Sciences Board on
Radioactive Waste Management on March 18-19, 1991, in Washington, D.C.

Attended the Advisory Comittee on Nuclear Waste (ACNW) Meeting on
regulatory considerations in ESF design and other issues on
March 20-22, 1991, in Bethesda, Maryland; and the ACNW Meeting with the
NRC Commissioners on March 22, 1991, in Rockville, Maryland.

III. SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS/INORMATION ITEMS

No significant new items this week.

IV. UPCOMING EVENTS CLAR

Please note that the usage of "(P)" in the calendar indicates that the
event is open to the public.

Date Event Location YMPO Contact

A. DOE/H) Meetings

Wednesday- Strategic Principles Denver, C. Gertz
Thursday, Workshop co
April 3-4
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Date Event

A. DOE/M Meetinqs (continued)

-6-

Location YMPO Contact

Friday, Program Management
April 5 Meeting

B. Internal and DOE/WV Meetings

Denver,
co

C. Gertz

Wednesday,
March 20

Thursday,
March 21

NV Mgrs. Program
Review

Planning & Budget
Meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. Gertz

Friday,
March 22

TPO Meeting Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. NRC Interactions

RESCHEDULED
Late March

Wednesday-
Thursday,
March 20-21

Tuesday,
April 16

RESCHEDULED
Thursday,
April 25

DOE Site Visit
to CNWRA

NRC TE on Radionuclide
Retardation & Mineral
Stability

NRC Thermal Loading
and Repository Design
Staff Technical
Position TE

NRC Bimonthly QA
Meeting

San Antonio,
TIX

Los Alamos,

Rockville,
MD

Rockville,
MD

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

Wednesday,
May 15

WIPF Roundtable
Discussion

A. Simmons

D. NWmR Interactions (P)

Tuesday-
Wednesday,
March 26-27

Tuesday-
Thursday,
April 16-18

NWRB Joint QA/SG&G
Panel Mtg. on QA of
ESF Preliminary
Design & DOE QA
Program

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting

Dallas,

Reno,
NV

A. Simmons

A. Simmons
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

D. NWTRB Interactions (continued) (P)

Monday-
Tuesday,
May 20-21

Risk & Performance
Assessment Panel
Meeting

Arlington,
VA

A. Simmons

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 18-20

NMTRB EBS Workshop Denver,
cO

A. Simmons

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 25-27

Joint SG&G/HG&G
Meeting on Testing
Review

West Coast
Site

TBD

Tuesday-
Thursday,
July 16-18

NKTRB Full Board
Meeting

Arlington,
VA

A. Simmons

Tuesday-
Thursday,
October 8-10

NWMRB Full Board
Meeting

TBD A. Simmons

E. Exhibits

Sunday-
Tuesday,
March 17-19

High-Level Waste
Management Conference

Las Vegas,
NV

K. Rohrer

F. State and Public Interactions (P).

Monday,
March 18

ASQC Second Int'l
Waste Mgmt. Conf.

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

Tuesday,
March 19

Esmeralda County
Transportation/
YMP Overview

Esmeralda Co.,
NV

Robison/
Grassmeier/
Andrews/
Seidler

Tuesday,
March 19

ASQC Second Int'l
Waste Mgmt. Conf.

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

Thursday,
April 4

American Nuclear
Society

Tucson,
AZ

A. Robison

Tuesday,
April 16

Tunnels '91 Golden,-
Co

C. Gertz

Saturday,
April 20

Open House Tour Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz
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Date Event Location Y1PO Contact

F. State and Public Interactions (continued) (P)

Wednesday, '91 High Level Las Vegas, C. Gertz
May 1 Radioactive Waste NV

Mgmt. Conference

Friday, Open House Tour Las Vegas, C. Gertz
May 10 NV

Tuesday- DOE EBS Denver, Gertz/
Thursday, Workshop CO Cloninger
June 18-20

YMP:DLH-2887 Project Manager

cc:
H. H. Brandt, HQ (W-13) FORS
J. C. Bresee, HQ (MW-10) FORS
S. J. Brocoum, HQ (W-22) FORS
B. A. Cerny, HQ (RW-14) FORS
M. A. Ferguson, HQ (RW-5) FORS
Stephanie Hannah, HQ (PA-3) FORS
T. H. Isaacs, HQ (-4) FORS
G. P. King, HQ (RW-5) FOES
R. A. Milner, HQ (RW-40) FORS
F. G. Peters, HQ (IW-2) FOES
Samuel Rousso, HQ (EW-10) FORS
D. E. Shelor, HQ (EW-30) FORS
C. M. Smith, HQ (RW-2) FORS
J. D. Saltzman, HQ (EW-5) FORS
Jeff Roberts, CH, IL
Marianne Heiskell, ORO
J. H. Anttonen, EWI, RL, WA
Ron Pope, ONL, Oak Ridge, IN
L. R. Hayes, USGS, Las Vegas, NV
P. T. Prestholt, NRC, Las Vegas,
Robert Jackson, Weston, Washington, DC
Donald Schweitzer, BNL, Upton, NY
R. J. Herbst, LANL, Los Alamos, NH
D. T. Oakley, LANL, Washington, DC
L. J. Jardine, LLNL, Livermore, CA
T. E. Blejwas, SNL, 6310, Albuquerque, NM
R. W. Lynch, SNL, 6300, Albuquerque, NM
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John W. Bartlett, Director, Civilian Radioactive Waste Management,
HQ (RW-1) FORS

OFFICE OF GEOLOGIC DISPOSAL (OGD) WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING
MARCH 8, 1991

I. CRITICAL ITEM STATUS - YUCCA MOUNTAIN SITE CHARACTERIZATION PROJECT
(YMP)

A. Site Characterization Planning

Exploratory Shaft Facility (ESF) Design Studies

Sandia National Laboratories (SNL) has completed its review of the
Systems Requirements and the Systems Description. These documents
have been submitted to the Yucca Mountain Site Characterization
Project Office YMPO) and are currently undergoing a Management
Review.

Review of the ESF Design Requirements Document has been completed
and is in comment resolution.

Site Characterization Plan (SCP) Progress Report)

The final draft of the third Semiannual Progress Report (PR3), for
the period April through September 1990, has completed its
concurrence review at U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters
(DOE/HQ) and has been returned to YMPO for corrections. Upon
finalization of the camera-ready copy, the report will be submitted
for printing.

SCP Comments

An Integration Group Meeting is scheduled to be held in
Las Vegas, Nevada, March 12-14, 1991, to continue drafting and
reviewing responses for comments in the State of Nevada's
September 1989 package.

SCP Study Plan Status

A comment resolution meeting for Study Plan 8.3.1.14.2.4, "Study to
Provide Soil and Rock Properties for the Underground Test Facility,
Surface Facility Locations," was held March 5-6, 1991. It was

YMP-5
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decided that this Study Plan would be dropped, and the work would be
incorporated into Study Plans 8.3.1.14.2.1, 8.3.1.14.2.2, and
8.3.1.14.2.3, where this work would have been originally.

Consolidated comments for Study Plan 8.3.1.2.1.4, "Regional
Hydrologic Synthesis and Modeling," were sent to the author.

STUDY PLAN BREA1DOM

In Revision After Screening Review . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
In YMPO and HQ Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Awaiting Comment Resolution Meeting . . . . . . . . . 12
Awaiting Author Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
In YMPO/HQ Verification Audit .. 2
Verification Complete-Awaiting HQ Sign-off. . . 2
Awaiting YMPO Approval . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Approved and Awaiting-Transmittal to U.S. Nuclear 4

Regulatory Commission (NRC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NRC Acceptance Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
NRC Acceptance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Total . . . . 63

Review of DOE-Approved Study Plans

Upon receipt of DOE-approved Study Plans, NRC will conduct a
"start-work" review within three months, and inform DOE if there are
any objections to starting work. The NRC has reserved the right to
make detailed technical comments on selected Study Plans within six
months of receipt. The State of Nevada provides comments at its
discretion. Responding to NRC's detailed technical comments or to
comments from the State of Nevada is not a prerequisite to starting
work.

Comments on DOE-approved Study Plans receive unique identifiers and
are forwarded to the responsible participant organization for an
assessment of the impact of comments on the planned study or
activity. Responses are provided by DOE as enclosures in a letter to
the comment provider (for the State of Nevada) or the appropriate
office (for NRC) within the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management (OCEWM). Any actions to be taken as a result of comments
are noted in responses. Comments have been made on the following
Study Plans:



I
MAR 14 1991

<I

John W. Bartlett -3-

STUDY PLAN COMMESTS

STUDY PLAN

8.3.1.17.4.2
(Location and Recency of Faulting
Near Prospective Surface Facilities)

8.3.1.5.2.1
(Quaternary Regional Hydrology)

CM
BY

NRC
NV

NRC

NUMBER STATUS

16
3

9

9

38

Returned 12/19/90
Returned 10/15/90

Returned 12419/90

In preparation

In preparation

8.3.1.16.1.1
(Characterization of Flood Potential) NV

8.3.1.8.5.1
(Characterization of Volcanic Features) NV

Early Site Suitability Evaluation (ESSE)

DOE/HQ and Science Applications International Corporation staff
made presentations on the background and current status of the ESSE
task to the NW TB during the Structural Geology and Geo-Engineering
Panel Meeting in Denver, Colorado, on March 6-7, 1991.

Testing Prioritization Task (TPT)

The results of the Phase I TPT Final Report were presented at the
Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (NWTRB) Structural Geology and
Geo-Engineering Panel Meeting held in Denver, Colorado, on
March 6, 1991.

B. Environmental Programs

Environmental Compliance and Permitting

The Groundwater Monitoring Plan was revised for resubmittal to the
National Park Service to resolve its protest of the water
appropriation permit application.

Environmental Field Programs

The Winter Predator Surveys were initiated and data entry completed
for the January 1991 small mammal trapping in support of the
radiological monitoring program.



* John W. Bartlett -4- MAR 14 1991

C. Field Operation~s

The Site Manager and the Field Operations support staff finalized
all of the planning and preparations for the March 2, 1991, Yucca
Mountain Open House and Tour. All logistics and operations
coordinations required for a successful tour were accomplished and
included the following: paramedics, public address system, vans
and drivers, contract bus transportation, security, feeding
arrangements, traffic controllers, crowd control monitors, and
briefers. Plans are for the existing exhibit room that was set up
for the tour to be used as much as possible, and that it be left in
place for the forthcoming tours on April 20, 1991, and
May 18, 1991.

The Site Manager submitted a letter to DOE/Office of the Chief
Counsel, requesting an extension of Operations Permit 89-021 for
the University of Nevada-Reno, Nevada, scientists to continue their
ongoing field work at the Nevada Test Site during the week of
March 18, 1991.

The Site Manager and staff continue to finalize the planning and
scheduling P&S) accounts for Job Package 91-3, Field Management.
It is anticipated that within the next two weeks, the majority of
the P&S accounts will have been finalized, and the job package
activation authorized by the Site Manager.

The Site Manager gave a briefing on Field Management to the
entourage of TRW, Inc., Management & Operations Contractor, on
February 28, 1991, at YMPO.

Tours of the Sample Management Facility were conducted for the
Southern Nevada Teachers Association on March 5, 1991, and for the
Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action Group on March 6, 1991.

D. Project Planning and Control

The Planning and Control System (PACS) description has been
circulated for internal review.

The PACS training package has been completed.

The Capital Equipment status/request for update has been reviewed
and distributed.

Scrubbing the data in the Information Technology Resources Long
Range Plan/Integrated Project Schedule is continuing. A draft
Project Summary Schedule has been developed and will undergo YMP
review.

Specifications for the what-if module for PACS were completed.
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E. Quality Assurance (A) Implementation

A MIP Q Committee Meeting was held on March 5, 1991, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. As a result of the meeting, it has been
determined that project participants are supportive of
consolidating the Quality Assurance Requirements Document and all
Quality Assurance Program Plans into one Quality Assurance Program
Description.

A YMP effort was initiated this week to collect information on the
potential need for a YMP workshop on data. The effort includes
on-site visits to the U.S. Geological Survey, Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, SNL, and Los Alamos National Laboratory to
discuss the issue with scientists, principal investigators and
respective management.

A surveillance of Raytheon Services Nevada was held this week. The
surveillance is being observed by a member of the NRC.

F. Major Oversight Group Meetings

Presentations were made to the NWTRB at the Structural Geology and
Geo-Engineering Panel in Denver, Colorado, on March 6-7, 1991.
Included were aspects of a sensitivity analysis, design features,
and programmatic insights of the ESF Alternatives Study.
Additional material relative to resumption of ESF Design Activities
was also presented.

G. Public Outreach Activities

YMPO staff continued updating the 1991 YMP exhibit schedule and
is continuing with procurement activities for a Climax Mine display
for the Las Vegas, Nevada, Yucca Mountain Information Office..

YMPO staff continued revision of the draft educational package for
grades 7-9.

H. Near Term Decision Plan

No significant change in milestone status from the last Program
Management Meeting.

I. Management System Improvement Strategy (MSIS)

Of the $600,000 budgeted, $360,000 has been spent by the YMPO in
support of MSIS.

II. ANALYSIS & VERIFICATION DIVISION

Attended the Program Management eeting which was held March 8, 1991,
in Washington, D.C.
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Initiated development of
Mission Plan Amendment. 
review by March 15, 1991.
March 28, 1991.

-6-

draft text as input for OGD sections of the
Draft text will be available for internal OGD

Input from the OCEWM manager is due by

III. SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS/INFORMATION ITEMS

The Yucca Mountain Open House held on Saturday, March 2, 1991,
attracted 400 participants who toured Yucca Mountain, talked to YMP
scientists and engineers, examined exhibits at the Field Operations
Center and toured various technical facilities associated with YMP.
The response from those who participated has been extremely favorable.
The next Yucca Mountain open House will be held on April 20, 1991, and
is booked with 400 people. Names are also being taken for tours in
May and June 1991.

IV. UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

Please note that the usage of "(P)" in the calendar indicates that the
event is open to the public.

Date Event Location YMPO Contact

A. DOE/HQ Meetings

Wednesday-
Thursday,
April 3-4

Strategic Principles
Workshop

Denver,
CO

C. Gertz

B. Internal and DOE/NV Meetings

Friday,
March 8

Thursday,
March 21

Program Management
Meeting

Planning & Budget
Meeting

Washington,
DC

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. Gertz

Friday,
March 22

TPO Meeting Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

C. NRC Interactions

RESCHEDULED
Late March

DOE Site Visit
to CNWRA

San Antonio,
TX

A. Simons

Tuesday,
March 12

NRC Management Mtg.
on Procedural
Agreements

Washington,
DC

A. Simmons
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

C. NRC Interactions (continued)

Wednesday-
Thursday,
March 20-21

NRC TE on Radionuclide West Coast A. Simmons
Retardation & Mineral
Stability

Site

Tuesday,
April 16

RESCHEDULED
Thursday,
April 25

NRC Thermal Loading
and Repository Design
Staff Technical
Position TE

NRC Bimonthly QA
Meeting

Washington,
DC

Rockville,
MD

A. Simons

A. Simmons

Wednesday,
May 15

WIPP Roundtable
Discussion

TBD A. Simmons

D. NWTRB Interactions (P)

Thursday-
Friday,
March 14-15

NWTRB Transportation
and Systems Panel
Meeting

Albuquerque, TBD

Tuesday-
Wednesday,
March 26-27

Tuesday-
Thursday,
April 16-18

Tuesday-
Thursday,
June 18-20

NWTRB Joint QSG&G
Panel tg. on Q of
ESF Preliminary
Design & DOE QA
Program

NWTIB Full Board
Meeting

NWTRB EBS Workshop

Dallas,
TX

Reno,

Denver,
co

A. Simmons

A. Simmons

A. SimDons

Tuesday-
Thursday,
July 16-18

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting

Arlington,
VA

A. Simmons

Tuesday-
Thursday,
October 8-10

NWTRB Full Board
Meeting

TBD A. Simmons
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

E. Exhibits

Tuesday,
March 12

Sunday-
Tuesday,
March 17-19

Clark County
Community College

High-Level Waste
Management Conference

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

K. Rohrer

K. Rohrer

F. State and Public Interactions (P)

Friday,
March 8

American Chemical
Society

Reno, C. Gertz

Tuesday,
March 12

Tuesday,
March 12

Clark County
Community College
Morning Presentation

Clark County
Community College
Panel Discussion

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

A. Robison

Gertz/Fasano/
Andrews

Tuesday,
March 12

Ira Earl Elementary
School

Las Vegas,
NV

E. Harle

Thursday,
March 14

Thursday,
March 14

Rotary Club

Bureau of Land
Management

Ely,
NV

Ely,
NV

C. Gertz

C. Gertz

Thursday,
March 14

Friday,
March 15

General Services
of Clark County

League of Women
Voters of E. Sierra

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

A. Robison

A. Robison

Friday,
March 15

COLOG, Inc. Knoxville,
TN

L. Thompson

Monday,
March 18

Second Int'l Waste
Mgmt. Conference

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz

Tuesday,
March 19

Esmeralda County
Transportation/
YMP Overview

Esmeralda Co.,
NV

Andrews/
Seidler/
Grassmeier/
Robison
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Date Event Location YMPO Contact

F. State and TPublic nteractions (P) (continued)

Thursday, American Nuclear Tucson, A. Robison
April 4 Society AZ

Tuesday, Tunnels '91 Golden, C. Gertz
April 16 CO

Tuesday- DOE EBS Denver, Gertz/
Thursday, Workshop cO Cloninger
June 18-20

Carl P. Gertz
YMP:DLH-2567 Project Manager

cc:
H. H. Brandt, HQ (E-13) FORS
J. C. Bresee, HQ (W-10) FORS
S. J. Brocoum, HQ (RN-22) FORS
B. A. Cerny, HQ (RW-14) FORS
M. A. Ferguson, HQ (RW-5) FORS
Stephanie Hannah, HQ (PA-3) FORS
T. H. Isaacs, HQ (EW-4) FORS
G. P. King, HQ (EW-5) FORS
R. A. Milner, HQ (RW-40) FORS
F. G. Peters, HQ (RN-2) FORS
Samuel Rousso, HQ (EW-10) FORS
D. E. Shelor, HQ (EW-30) FORS
C. M. Smith, HQ (EW-2) FORS
J. D. Saltzman, HQ (RW-5) FORS
Jeff Roberts, CH, IL
Marianne Heiskell, ORO
J. H. Anttonen, BWI, RL, W&
Ron Pope, ORNL, Oak Ridge, TN
L. R. Hayes, USGS, Las Vegas, NV
P. T. Prestholt, NRC, Las Vegas,
Robert Jackson, Weston, Washington, DC
Donald Schweitzer, NL, Upton, NY
R. J. Herbst, LANL, Los Alamos, NM
D. T. Oakley, LANL, Washington, DC
L. J. Jardine, LLNL, Livermore, CA
T. E. Blejwas, SNL, 6310, Albuquerque, NM
R. W. Lynch, SNL, 6300, Albuquerque, NM
R. L. Bullock, RSN, M/S 403, Las Vegas, NV
H. E. Adkins, MACTEC, Las Vegas, NV


