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VERIFICATION OF CORRECTIVE ACTION AND CLOSURE OF CORRECTIVE ACTION REQUEST
(CAR) YM-92-003 RESULTING FROM YUCCA MOUNTAIN QUALITY ASSURANCE DIVISION
(YMQAD) AUDIT YMP-92-01 OF LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY

The YMQAD staff has verified the corrective action to CAR YM-92-003 and
determined the results to be satisfactory. As a result, the CAR is
considered closed.

If you have any questions, please contact either Robert B. Constable at
(702) 794-7945 or FTS 544-7945, or John S. Martin at (702) 794-7881 or

FTS 544-7881.
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SS 8?-12 .1, Rev., 4, Para. 6.3, states in part, "
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perform calibrations.

Instruments are

.use written procedures."

calibrated by LANL’s
Individuals who

6 Adverse Condition:

Contrary to the above, the Laboratory has performed calibrations to memos/draft procedures.

DISCUSSION
Examples include use of Memo No. TWS-EES-13-11-90-002 to perform calibrations for standards nos.

4526, 4527, and 4528. 1In addition, the automated digital electron mzcroscoge (ADEM} No. PN 840982

was calibrated utilizing a draft procedure.

{Reference draft TWS-EES-DP-12

7 Recommended Action(s):

1. Correct the deficiencies identified. , L
2. Investigate to determine if there are other similar deficiencies.

3. Take action to preclude recurrence.
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Extent of Deficiency:

The LANL YMP Quality Assurance Project Leader (QAPL) issued memo TWS-EES-13-
10-91-047 requesting Principal Investigators (PIs) to determine if there are known
instances not previous identified, where work is being conducted to draft procedures.

It has been determined that there are no other instances.
Root Cause:

For the first example cited, memo TWS-EES-13-11-90-002 was written to document
how mass standard calibrations are conducted. It is not used to conduct the mass
standard calibrations. The root cause of this condition is the calibration group’s
procedure is not adequate to meet LANL YMP requirements for calibrations.

The second example cites the automated electron microscope (ADEM) No. PN 840982

. being calibrated to an "in-progress” procedure (TWS-EES-DP-129), this adverse
condition was caused by the operator/calibrator’s misunderstanding regarding proper
procedure reference. The operator/calibrator made an incorrect entry of TWS-EES-DP-
129 on the M&TE Calibration Record and consequently entered "in-progress” on
"OPERATOR TO CALIBRATE" label found on the ADEM. The "in-progress” entry
refers to DP-129, which currently is in review. The "OPERATOR TO CALIBRATE"
label should have referenced the ADEM operator’s manual directly. It was determined
that there was no work done to the draft procedure and that the calibration was done
according to the ADEM operator’s manual.

Remedial Action:

Implementation of the remedial actions will be the responsibility of the LANL YMP
QAPL. Scheduled completion date: February 28, 1992,

For the first example cited, procedure LANL-YMP-DP-609 is being written to
document how mass standard calibrations are conducted.

For the second example cited, the operator/calibrator has replaced the "OPERATOR
TO CALIBRATE" label with one referencing the ADEM operator’s manual. The
M&TE Calibration Record will be corrected to reference the ADEM operator’s manual.

ive Action ven! nee:

Implementation of thé corrective action to prevent recurrence will be the responsibility
of the LANL YMP QAPL. Scheduled completion date: February 28, 1992.
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As a result of this CAR, the operator/calibrator now understands how to reference
procedures on M&TE calibration records and labels.

Memo TWS-EES-13-10-91-047 has been distributed to all LANL YMP personnel. This
memo instructed personnel to stop work on any work activity being conducted to draft
procedures. The memo also states that LANL YMP personnel are NOT allowed to
work to draft procedures. Therefore, mass standard calibrations will not be conducted
until LANL-YMP-DP-609 is issued.
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