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SUBJECT: DOE WEEKLY REPORT (2)
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for the week ending March 2.

PTP: nan
cc: King Stablein wenc., M/S

Harold R. Denton, wenc.,
Dean Kunihiro, Region 5

4-H-3
M/S 17-F-2

1./

9003150423 900214 i:
PDR WASTE P
WM-1 PDC 1I

nut TMX ASCII SCAN
AlANI
/a
wv3



Department of Energy
Nevada Operations Office

R Q Box 98518
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518
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FEB 211l990 Q-: N/A

Lake H. Barrett, Acting Associate Director, Facilities Siting and Development,
HQ (RW-20) FORS

YUCCA MNAIN PROJECT WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 16, 1990

I. Critical Item Status

A. Site Characterization Plan SCP) Progress Reports

The Yucca Mountain Project Technical Status Report (TSR) has been
printed and will be distributed at the same time as the semiannual
progress report.

Development of the guidance package to aid project participants in
their preparations for the next TSR continued. The guidance package
will be distributed on February 28, 1990.

The Administrative Procedure 2.4, that outlines guidance for
participant input to the semiannual progress report on the site
characterization program is being prepared for Yucca Mountain Project
Office (Project Office) review and approval.

SCP Comments

A meeting was held this week with the technical leads (formerly
called the Integration Group) for all comment response categories to
review and approve responses for environmental, transportation,
socioeconomic, and institutional related comments.

Comment response packages for written comments and for comments
generated at the public hearings are scheduled for submittal to the
U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters (DOE/HQ) for review and
approval on February 22, 1990. The finalized response packages
should be ready for distribution in early March 1990.
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SCP Study Plan Status: February 16, 1990

A comment resolution meeting was held on February 13-14, 1990, in
Washington, D.C., for Study Plans 8.3.1.3.4.1, "Batch Sorption
Studies," and 8.3.1.3.4.3, "Development of Sorption Models."
Attendees reviewed comments made by the DOE/HQ and Project Office on
the study plans and agreed to resolutions with the author.

STUDY PLAN BREAKDOWN

Project Office Acceptance Review. . 0
Revision. . . . . . . 1

Project Review. 2
Post-Project Office Revision. . . . 0

Parallel Project Office/HQ Review . 0
HQ Review (Project Office Review

complete) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Awaiting comment resolution . . . . 4
Post HQ Revision. . . . . . . . . . 6

Project Office/HQ Audit . . . . . . . 5
NRC Acceptance Review . . . . . . . . 6
Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

NRC Start-Work Review . .. . . . . . 0
Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

NRC Acceptance . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Total . . . . . 36

B. Core Sample Management

Sample Management Facility (SMF) staff continued efforts to collect
information on additional prototype drilling sites. Time was also
spent coordinating the field verification of proposed borehole
locations.

C. Quality Assurance (OA)

Surveillance YMP-SR-90-018 was conducted at Los Alamos National
Laboratory (Los Alamos) on February 5-9, 1990. The surveillance
focused on the Los Alamos QA program and QA records, procurement
document control, control of purchased materials and test equipment,
and nonconforming components. The surveillance resulted in two
standard deficiency reports and several observations.
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The Technical and Management Support Services (T&MSS) Quality
Assurance Program Description (APD) was distributed as a
preliminary draft for comments on February 8, 1990. The QAPD
addresses activities conducted by T&MSS as a project participant.

D. Exploratory Shaft Facility (ESF)

Project ESF staff completed the methodology pilot study for the
Exploratory Shaft Alternative Studies.

Efforts continue to resolve technical comments on Holmes & Narver
Package 1. Issuance of the package is scheduled for late
April 1990.

The ESF Subsystems Design Requirements Document for Title II Design,
Revision 1, has been approved by the Change Control Board with an
effective date of February 15, 1990.

E. Long Range Planning (LRP) and Project Planning and Control System
(PACS)

LRP Schedule Update cleanup activities continue on schedule.
Completion of the LRP Update Phase 1 effort is scheduled for
March 30, 1990.

The development of draft guidelines for incorporating the 90-day
schedule into the PACS was initiated along with initial development
of the PACS operating procedures.

Efforts are underway to develop a users guide for the PACS
Scheduling System.

F. Environmental Permitting

On February 9, 1990, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rendered a
non-jeopardy biological opinion concerning the impacts of the
project upon the endangered desert tortoise. The formal opinion
included proposed mitigation strategies to protect the desert
tortoise during site characterization activities. The biological
opinion allows the project to proceed with surface disturbing
activities in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. If the
project had an air quality permit, surface disturbing activities
could begin.

G. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (NWTRB) Meetings and
Interactions

No significant interactions were reported this week.
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H. Coordination and Update Meeting with Electric Power Research
Institute (EPRI)

On February 13, 1990, Project Office personnel met with EPRI
personnel and discussed the status of DOE surface-based testing
prioritization (SBT-P) effort. They also discussed the possibility
of increased coordination between DOE's SBT-P effort and EPRI's
semi-parallel effort (EPRI'S Methodology Development Team).

II. Significant Accomplishments/Information Items

The Clark County Yucca Mountain Information Office opened
February 17, 1990. The office is located at 4101 Meadows Lane in
Las Vegas, Nevada, adjacent to the YMCA. The facility is open Monday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.
Media were invited to attend.

Two preview tours of the Yucca Mountain Information Office were held
this week for the DOE, contractor staff, and invited guests.

Preliminary arrangements were made for the upcoming Yucca Mountain
Project Public Update meetings. The meetings are scheduled for
March 29, April 2, and April 3, 1990, in Fallon, Tonopah, and
North Las Vegas, Nevada, respectively.

Work continued to complete the Regulatory Compliance Plan (RCP). The
draft RCP will be submitted to the Project Office for a core group
review and comment cycle on March 15, 1990.

III. Upcoming Events

Please note that the usage of "(P)" in the Upcoming Events calendar
indicates that the event is open to the public.

Date Event Location Participant

A. Coordinating Group Meetings

None.

B. HQ Meetings

Thursday, Program Management Washington, C. Gertz,
February 22 meeting DC Project

Office
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B. HQ Meetings (continued)
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Tuesday,
March 13

Program
meeting

Management Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Wednesday,
March 14

Thursday,
April 26

Project Review
meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

Washington,
DC

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Program
meeting

Management

C. Internal Project and DOE/Nevada Operations Office (NV) meetings

Thursday,
February 22

Thursday,
March 8

Friday,
March 9

Thursday,
April 19

Senior Management
Review - DOE/NV

Monthly Planning
and Budget meeting

Technical Project
Officer meeting

"Science Now"

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

E. Wilmot,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

D. State and Public Interactions

Saturday,
February 17

Formal Opening of * Las Vegas,
Clark County Yucca NV
Mountain Information
Office (P) 

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Saturday-
Thursday,
February 24-
March 1

Waste Management '90
(P)

Tucson,
AZ

C. Gertz,
Project
Office



K>

FEB 21 1990Lake H. Barrett -6-

D. State and Public Interactions (continued)

Wednesday,
March 14

Wednesday,
March 21

Friday,
March 23

American Institute
of Hydrology Annual
Meeting (P)

Rochester Museum
and Science Center
Distinguished Scholars
Lecture Series (P)

Department of Nuclear
Engineering,
University of Michigan

Las Vegas,
NV

Rochester,
NY

Ann Arbor,
MI

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Tuesday,
March 27

Nuclear Fuel Cycle
Conference

Nashville,
NV -

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Thursday,
March 29

Public Update Meeting
(P)

Fallon,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Monday,
April 2

Public
(P)

Update Meeting Tonopah,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Tuesday,
April 3

Public
(P)

Update Meeting N. Las Vegas,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Wednesday,
April 25

Tuesday-
Friday,
June 12-15

E. Yucca Mountain

Presentation to
Info '90 sponsored
by the Council for
Energy Awareness (P)

International Sympo-
sium on Unique Under-
ground Structures (P)

Project Tabletop Exhibit

Dallas,
TX

Golden,
co

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Showings (P)

No tabletop exhibit showings are scheduled.
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F. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Interactions

Tuesday-
Wednesday,
March 6-7

Tuesday,
March 20

TE on ESF Geophysical
Anomaly TAR

Interactions
scheduling meeting

Rockville,
MD

Rockville,
MD

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

G. Other

Monday-
Tuesday,
March 19-20

NWTRB Risk and
Performance Assess-
ment and Structural
Geology and Geoengi-
neering Joint Review
Panels

TBD D. Dobson,
M. Cloninger,
Project
Office

Carl P. Gertz, Project Manager
Yucca Mountain Project OfficeYMP:DLH-2045
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Lake H. Barrett, Acting Associate Director, Facilities Siting and Development,
HQ (M-20) FORS

YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 2, 1990

I. Critical Item Status

A. Site Characterization Plan (SCP) Progress Reports

Copies of the last Yucca Mountain Project Technical Status Report
k , (TSR) are being prepared for release to the participant Technical

Project Officers by the Office of Scientific and Technical
Information. The U.S. Department of Energy/Headquarters (DOE/HQ) has
forwarded the Site Characterization Semiannual Progress Report (SPR)

/ is to the Secretary of Energy for final concurrence. The TSR will be
it formally released at the same time as the SPR. The report is

tA e s scheduled for release to the public on March 15, 1990.

04^ i a The guidance package to aid project participants in their
6j&' preparations for the third TSR was distributed this week.

Administrative Procedure 2.4, "Participant Input to the Technical
Status Report," Revision 0, is under review by the Yucca Mountain
Project Office (Project Office).

SCP Comments

Response packages for socioeconomic, environmental, transportation,
institutional, and site-related comments generated at the SCP Public
Hearings were sent to the DOE/HQ for review and approval. The
response packages will be distributed in early March 1990.

Work was initiated on comments received from the State of Nevada on
the SP.
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SCP Study Plan Status: March 2, 1990

A comment resolution meeting for Study Plan 8.3.1.2.1.2,
"Characterization of Runoff and Streamflow," was held on
February 27-28, 1990, in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Controlled copies of Study Plan 8.3.1.2.3.1.7, "Testing of the C-Hole
Sites with Reactive Tracers," were sent to the DOE/HQ for subsequent
transmittal to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).

Study Plan 8.3.1.4.2.2, "Characterization of the Structural Features
Within the Site Area," was revised to include descriptions of
Activity 3 - Borehole Evaluations of Faults and Fractures and
Activity 5 - Seismic Topography/Vertical Seismic Profiling.

STUDY PLAN BRECTS

Project Office Acceptance Review. . . 0
Revision. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Project Review. ..... . . . . . 2
Post-Project Office Revision. . . 0

Parallel Project Office/HQ Review . 0
HQ Review (Project Office Review

complete) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Awaiting comment resolution . . . . 3
Post HQ Revision. . . . . . . . . . 5

Project Office/iQ Audit . . . . . . . 7
NRC Acceptance Review . . . . . . . . 6
Revision . . . . . . .. . . . . . 0

NRC Start-Work Review . . . . . . . . 0
Revision . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

NRC Acceptance . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Total . . . . . 36

B. Core Sample Management

Sample Management Facility (SMF) staff completed refresher training
for processing and transporting core from the field.

Tours of the SMF were conducted for attendees from the Waste
Management '90 Conference, members of the West German Parliament,
and members of Citizens Alert.
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C. Quality Assurance

The Technical and Management Support Services contractor has been
recognized as having specific technical responsibilities as a
project participant and is developing their quality assurance plans
and procedures.

D. Exploratory Shaft Facility (ESF)

The Project Office has approved the Sandia National Laboratories
Revision 1 schedule on alternative studies.

Draft agendas are being prepared for upcoming NRC meetings on
alternative studies and design control.

Quality Management Procedure 06-03 comments were resolved on the
Design Plan.

Preparations for the start of Subpart G (e.g., QA Level 1) work on
requirements identification for the ESF Alternative Strategies task
continued. A meeting was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on
February 26-28, 1990, to construct influence diagrams as part of the
selection methodology.

E. Long Range Planning (LRP) and Project Planning and Control System
(PACS)

The LRP Schedule Update cleanup activities continue as scheduled.
Completion of the LRP Phase 1 effort is scheduled for
March 30, 1990.

Project staff prepared and presented a demonstration of the PACS
system and its capabilities to DOE/HQ Budget Management
representatives.

F. Environmental Permitting

The Annual Report on activities required by the Programmatic
Agreement on Historic Preservation has been revised to incorporate
DOE/HQ comments. The report has been resubmitted to DOE/HQ for
concurrence and will subsequently be transmitted to the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation.

G. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (NWTRB) Meetings and
Interactions

No significant interactions to report.
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II. Significant Accomplishments/Information Items

The Project Manager gave two presentations in Tucson, Arizona. One was
given to the local Arizona Chapter of the U.S. American Nuclear Society
on February 24, 1990. The other was given at the Waste Management '90
Conference on February 26, 1990. Project institutional staff also
attended the conference and presented a paper on public involvement at
the Project Office. They also assisted with a DOE/HQ exhibit.

Preliminary arrangements were made for the upcoming Yucca Mountain
Project Public Update meetings. The meetings are scheduled for
March 29, April 2, and April 3, 1990, in Fallon, Tonopah, and
North Las Vegas, Nevada, respectively.

Preparations continued for the March 19-20, 1990, meeting with the NWTRB
Risk and Performance Assessment and Structural Geology and
Geoengineering Joint Review Panels. A dry run was held on
March 1-2, 1990, in Las Vegas, Nevada. A second dry run is scheduled
for March 12-13, 1990.

i S 0Activities were initiated to plan the upcoming April 6-7, 1990, NWTRB
e'\ meeting. The meeting will include a trip to the Nevada Test Site and a

Technical Exchange (TE).

III. Upcoming Events

Please note that the usage of (P)" in the Upcoming Events calendar
indicates that the event is open to the public.

14

Date Event . Location Participant

A. Coordinating Group Meetings

None.

B. HQ Meetings

Tuesday,
March 13

Program Management
meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Wednesday,
March 14

Thursday,
March 22

Thursday,
April 26

Project Review
meeting

DOE Transportation
Round Table

Program Management
meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

Washington,
DC

Washington,
DC

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

K. Grassmeier,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office
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B. HQ eetings (continued)

Thursday,
May 24

Thursday,
June 21

Program
meeting

Program
meeting

Management

Management

Washington,
DC

Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Internal Project and DOE/Nevada Operations Office meetings

Thursday,
March 8

Monthly Planning
and Budget meeting

Las Vegas,
NV

Friday,
March 9

Technical Project
Officer meeting

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Las Vegas,
NV

Thursday,
April 19

"Science Now" Las Vegas,
NV

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

D. State and Public Interactions

Wednesday,
March 14

Wednesday,
March 21

Friday,
March 23

Tuesday,
March 27

American Institute Las Vegas,
of Hydrology Annual NV
Meeting (P)

Rochester Museum Rochester,
and Science Center NY
Distinguished Scholars
Lecture Series (P)

Department of Nuclear Ann Arbor,
Engineering, MI
University of Michigan

Nuclear Fuel Cycle Nashville,
Conference NV

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

Thursday,
March 29

Public Update Meeting
(P)

Fallon,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office
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D. State and Public
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Interactions (continued)

MAdR 0 1990

Monday,
April 2

Public Update Meeting
(P)

Tonopah,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Tuesday,
April 3

Public Update Meeting
(P)

N. Las Vegas,
NV

A. Robison,
Project
Office

Wednesday,
April 25

Tuesday-
Friday,
June 12-15

Presentation to
Info '90 sponsored
by the Council for
Energy Awareness (P)

International Sympo-
sium on Unique Under-
ground Structures (P)

Dallas,
TX

Golden,
CO

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

C. Gertz,
Project
Office

E. Yucca Mountain Project Tabletop Exhibit Showings (P)

No tabletop exhibit showings are scheduled.

F. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Interactions

Tuesday-
Wednesday,
March 6-7

Tuesday,
March 20

TE on ESF Geophysical
Anomaly TAR

Interactions
scheduling meeting

Rockville,
MD

Rockville,
MD

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

G. Other

Monday-
Tuesday,
March 19-20

NWTRB Risk and
Performance Assess-
ment and Structural
Geology and Geoengi-
neering Joint Review
Panels

TBD D. Dobson,
M. Cloninger,
Project
Office

Friday,
April 6

NWTRB fieldtrip to
NTS (G-Tunnel and
N-Tunnel)

Mercury,
NV

D. Dobson,
Project
Office
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G. Other (continued)

Saturday,
April 7

Thursday,
April 12
(tentative)

NWTRB TE on Status
of ESF Alternatives
with Structural
Geology and Geoengi-
neering Panel

NWTRB Subpanel on
Structural Geology
and Seismic Hazards

Las Vegas,
NV

Las Vegas,
NV

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

D. Dobson,
Project
Office

Car P. Gertz, Project Manager
Yucca Mountain Project OfficeYMP:DLH-2235


