R 03 110 LB (L)
March 18 2008
. ~Dbn AndrewJ Murphy, Drrector S
;. Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Mail Stop T-10-D-20 ,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commrssron

| Constructlve Comments

- ,"-f'fAmong the many questrons and |ssues ralsed at’ the March 12 and 13 2003 workshops
“in Las Vegas and Pahrump, ~several. rnvolved techmcal matters your evaluation of Wthh
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o b‘Dear Dr. Murphy

S will help us in preparation of constructrve comments by the May 30, 2003 deadlrne |-

" 'would greatly appreciate your thoughts as to how these should be’ addressed—rn

l)enartmem of Nafural Resourees & Federal racmrres -

e personal communrcatron |n exchange of memoranda or letters etc el ST

= Bneﬂy noted these matters rnclude

Inclusion or exclusion of impact. Irmrters (in the’ rarl cask teg As we understand
~ including limiters produces results regarding the transportatron “package ” not the
"-cask itself. Excludrng limiters provrdes a'tougher but arguably less realrstrc test. -
,Inclusron of a puncture test after the extra-regulatory impact test and before the

~we learn something from a puncture test followrng a severe |mpact'7 Mrght the
puncture test compromrse results from the fire test?..

_ Full-scale tests involving casks wrth transport equrpment Mlght thrs complrcate _'5 SRR

extra requlatory fire test. Are there technical "pros” and “cons”? For example, mrght

frndrngs regarding the. ‘cask itself?:

' 6 ‘Test to failure. Would such tests follow the extra regulatory rmpact test the

.- (possible) puncture test, and the extra- regulatory fire test? Would/could further

~‘testing at that stage produce useful data—that is, data relevant to the modelrng of " - o

performance ‘under extrere conditions?
. Testing.used casks and cask components. Does thrs rmply an ongorng fuIl scale

e cask-testrng program, in which a cask is ‘occasionally pulled from the fleet for full-' -

£ ”%”?’ S si/w/ ra >

.- scale testing? Could' such testing be'done in a way that the. cask could be returned -

‘to the fleet? Mrght such tests require tests of other such casks in the operatrng fleet'7

o ~»:;fo" The existing NRC cask-monitoring program. | believe NRC indicated that it

monrtors” cask performance but we are not clear how you do so. Do the casks L
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ffdegrade in use’? If S0, at what rate due to what key causes regardrng WhICh key

~ components? When should casks be retired? When they no‘longer meet certrfroatlon‘,"‘-i "
'~ . 'standards? When they no longer meet standards by-a certain (e. 9.5 trmes) margln" S
When any component no Ionger meets such standards'7 R i

"f'.Your summary of the technlcal pros” and “cons "in whatever convenlent form wrll help SR

x{»_i;:,’f‘-‘f’RespectfuIly N
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- C-usin preparatron of what we hope wrll be constructrve and useful comments
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