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UNITED STATES
-'vt NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

February 17, 1995

Mr. Ronald A. Milner, Director
Office of Program Management

and Integration
U.S. Department of Energy, RW 30
1000 Independence Avenue
Washington, DC 20585

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF STUDY PLAN 8.3.1.17.4.1, HISTORICAL AND
CURRENT SEISMICITY," REVISION 1

Dear Mr. Milner:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff has reviewed the above-mentioned study
plan. This review was conducted under the guidance provided in the "Review
Plan for NRC staff Review of DOE Study Plan, Revision 2, issued March 10,
1993.

The review plan requires that the review determine whether the subject study
plan conforms to the 1993 DOE/NRC Level of Detail Agreement and Review
Process for Study Plans.' Our review of this study plan indicates that its
contents are reasonably consistent, as appropriate for the activities, tests
and analyses described, with the agreement. The review plan also requires the
identification of any objections to performing the work in this study plan; no
objections to the activities described in the study plan have been identified.

The study plan reviewed is Revision 1; Revision 0 was reviewed by the staff
in 1991. The staff does not have any major comments on Revision 1. However,
we would like to have a copy of USGS-QMP-3.15, "Application of Graded Quality
Assurance", along with the QA level(s) assigned to the work in this study
plan. Further, we request a response to the following questions:

1. Is the preliminary report on the historical seismicity slated to be
completed by 1994 available?

2. Is the strong motion array of 8-10 instruments in the immediate vicinity
of Yucca Mountain installed?

3. Are borehole seismometers installed in the vicinity of Yucca Mountain?

4. Based on the collected seismic data so far (Section 3.2.8, p.3-14), and
the N-S trend of epicenters through Beatty, does DOE consider the Beatty
Scarp a seismogenic feature?
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The review was conducted by A. K. Ibrahim and Jack Spraul. If you have any
questions regarding this review, please contact Dr. Ibrahim at (301) 415-6651.

Sincerely,

/
Michael J. Bell, Chief
Engineering and Geosciences Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

cc: R. Loux, State of Nevada
J. Meder, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
R. Nelson, YMPO
C. Einberg, DOE/Wash, DC
M. Murphy, Nye County, NV
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
D. Weigel, GAO
P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
B. Mettam, Inyo County, CA
V. Poe, Mineral County, NV
W. Cameron, White Pine County, NV
R. Williams, Lander County, NV
L. Fiorenzi, Eureka County, NV
J. Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
C. Schank, Churchill County, NV
L. Bradshaw, Nye County, NV
W. Barnard, NWTRB
R. Holden, NCAI
E. Lowery, NIEC
S. Brocoum, YMPO
R. Arnold, Pahrump, NV
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