
1pril 26, 1995 0375
Mr. Ronald A. Milner,\ilrector

for Program Management and Integration
'Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
U.S. Department of Energy, RW 30
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20585

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING CONSTRUCTION WORKER HEALTH &
SAFETY

Dear Mr. Milner:

The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is currently responding to a concern
regarding worker health & safety in the exploratory studies facility (ESF).
The NRC requests that the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) provide information
regarding which entity is responsible for assuring worker health and safety
during ESF construction. It is understood that DOE is not subject to the
Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 for construction and operation of
the geologic repository operations area (see 10 CFR Part 60.131 (b)(9)).
However, the design should be consistent with the requirements in 30 CFR,
Chapter I, subchapters D, E, and N if the NRC is to have reasonable assurance
that all structures, systems and components important to safety can perform
their intended function. Therefore, the NRC would like to know who is
responsible for insuring that design provisions for worker protection are
adhered to. In addition, what role if any, do the Mine Safety and Health
Administration (MSHA) and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
have in the DOE high-level waste program?

With receipt of the requested information, NRC can address future concerns
about worker health & safety by referring interested parties to the
appropriate authority. If you have any questions regarding this information
request, contact John Buckley at (301) 415-6607.

Sincerely,

(Original signed by Joseph J. Holonich)

Joseph J. Holonich, Chief
High-Level Waste and Uranium
Recovery Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

cc: See next page 2
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CC List for Letter dated: April 26, 1995

cc: R. Loux, State of Nevada
J. Meder, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
R. Nelson, YMPO
C. Einberg, DOE/Wash, DC
M. Murphy, Nye County, NV
M. Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
D. Bechtel, Clark County, NV
D. Weigel, GAO
P. Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
B. Mettam, Inyo County, CA
V. Poe, Mineral County, NV
W. Cameron, White Pine County, NV
R. Williams, Lander County, NV
L. Fiorenzi, Eureka County, NV
J. Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
C. Schank, Churchill County, NV
L. Bradshaw, Nye County, NV
W. Barnard, NWTRB
R. Holden, NCAI
E. Lowery, NIEC
R. Arnold, Pahrump, NV
N. Stellavato, Nye County, NV


