February 08, 1996

_ PBr. Stephen J. Brocou,_ /Assistant Manager \./ 0869
for Suitability and\ffcensing :
"U. S. Department of Energy

Yucca Mountain Project Office

P. 0. Box 98606

101 Convention Center Drive

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

SUBJECT: THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION OPEN ITEMS - VOLCANISM

References: (1) Letter, Brocoum to Holonich, 08/11/95
(2) Letter, Shelor to Holonich, 03/09/93
) (3) Letter, Holonich to Roberts, 07/10/92

(4) Letter, Holonich to Milner, 09/14/94

(5) Letter, Holonich to Shelor, 08/18/93

Dear Dr. Brocoum:

In its various comments to the Department of Energy (DOE), the

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission had expressed concerns related to the use
of the "tripartite” probability. Specifically, the NRC was concerned because
the probability function, as expressed in the various DOE documents, did not
appear to be sufficient to address NRC regulatory concerns. In its response
to NRC Comment 1 on DOE Study Plan 8.3.1.8.1.2 (Brocoum to Holonich,
08/11/95), DOE agreed to change the form of the probability function used to
assess volcanic hazards into one which the staff considers is better able to
address NRC concerns. Therefore, the NRC considers that Comment 1, Study Plan
8.3.1.8.1.2, and Comment 8, Study Plan 8.3.1.8.1.1, are resolved. In
addition, Concern 2 (Holonich to Shelor, 08/18/93), has also been
satisfactorily resolved.

If there are any questions concerning this letter, please contact
John S. Trapp of my staff at (301) 415-8063.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By Richard Weller

for Michael J. Bell, Chief
Engineering and Geosciences Branch
Cy-v-uE Division of Waste Management
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Loux, State of Nevada

Price, Nevada Legislative Committee
Meder, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau
Barnes, YMPO

Einberg, DOE/Washington, DC

Murphy, Nye County, NV

Baughman, Lincoln County, NV
Bechtel, Clark County, NV

Weigel, GAO

Niedzielski-Eichner, Nye County, NV
Mettam, Inyo County, CA

Poe, Mineral County, NV

Cameron, White Pine County, NV
Witliams, Lander County, NV
Fiorenzi, Eureka County, NV
Hoffman, Esmeralda County, NV
Schank, Churchill County, NV
Bradshaw, Nye County, NV

Barnard, NWTRB

Holden, NCAI

Melendez, NIEC

Arnold, Pahrump, NV

Stellavato, Nye County, NV




