May 05, 2003

Mr. Paul D. Watts

Quality Assurance Manager
Ranor, Inc.

One Bella Drive
Westminster MA 01473

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM REVIEW AND
APPROVAL

Dear Mr. Watts:

This is in response to your letter dated May 24, 2002, regarding your request for the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) to review and approve your quality assurance (QA) program in
accordance with 10 CFR Part 71. The NRC currently reviews QA programs only for licensees
and applicants for Certificates of Compliance (CoCs). Although a small number of Part 71 QA
program approvals were previously issued to fabricator entities, this practice has been
discontinued. We regret the delay in responding to your request.

Please note that Part 71 has no requirement or provision for NRC approval of fabricator QA
programs. The only QA program approvals required by Part 71 are for licensees and
applicants for CoCs. Fabrication activities for NRC-certified packagings must be performed in
accordance with a CoC holder’s QA program.

The application fee you provided with your submittal will be returned under separate cover. If
you have any questions or wish to have your application package returned, please contact Jim
Pearson at 301-415-1985.

Sincerely,

IRA/

E. William Brach, Director

Spent Fuel Project Office

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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