
May 8, 2003

Mr. Joseph R. Faranda
149 East Clay Street
Lancaster, PA  17602

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE INTERNATIONAL
WORKING GROUP FOR SABOTAGE CONCERNS OF TRANSPORT AND
STORAGE CASKS

Dear Mr. Faranda:

I am responding to your letter, dated March 6, 2003, regarding the International Working Group
for Sabotage Concerns of Transport and Storage Casks (WGSTSC), which was referred to me
for response.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is working with the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) to develop a multilateral agreement (MLA) governing the international
cooperation under the WGSTSC.  DOE has the U.S. lead for developing this MLA.  The MLA
establishes a framework for cooperation among the Parties to understand the potential public
health effects and environmental impacts of radiological sabotage associated with the transport
and storage of civilian radioactive material and identifies the protocol for exchanging sensitive
information among the Parties related to this collaborative research project.  Currently, this MLA
is still under development, and, thus, we cannot share any specific details of the MLA with the
public.

While the results of the WGSTSC research will be sensitive and cannot be shared with the
public, a non-sensitive overview of the research project will be presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Institute of Nuclear Materials Management (INMM) on July 13-17, 2003.  The INMM
annual meeting will be held at the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa in Phoenix, Arizona,
and is open to the public. INMM requires a registration fee to attend.  You can obtain further
information on the annual meeting at the INMM web site at http://www.inmm.org.  

Thank you for your interest in the WGSTSC research.  If you have any additional question
regarding this project, please contact Mr. Francis (Skip) Young of my staff at (301) 415-6396.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Roy P. Zimmerman, Director
Office of Nuclear Security 
  and Incident Response
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