
April 29, 2003

Mr. Joseph D. Ziegler
Acting Director
Office of License Application and Strategy
U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 364629
North Las Vegas, Nevada 89036-8629

SUBJECT:  PLANNING ESTIMATES PROVIDED BY DOE

Reference:  Letter, Ziegler to Graser, dated April 11, 2003

Dear Mr. Ziegler:

Thank you for providing the above-referenced updated planning estimates of DOE materials
that could possibly be made available via the Licensing Support Network (LSN).  

I note that your estimates generally characterized the majority of pages as being TIF images,
with an additional “xml” file and an additional “html” file per document.  Please be aware that
10 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart J, requires that high-level waste repository licensing proceeding
party/potential party documentary materials must be made available in a searchable text format
(unless the document is essentially graphical in nature) with an accompanying notification
indicating where an official image version of a document can be acquired.  Images of textual
documents that have been rendered in TIF format seemingly will not, by themselves, meet the
requirements of Subpart J because TIF images are not text searchable.  

In this regard, up to this point our coordination efforts with DOE computer technical staff,
including the test documents they have provided, have involved searchable full text as required
by the rule.  In addition to demonstrating the basic DOE intent and capability to provide
searchable text, this DOE test document collection design includes providing the image file for
textual documents (as well as the required images for those documents that are essentially
graphical).  Indeed, by providing the image associated with searchable text for online access
via the LSN, DOE goes beyond the basic requirements of Subpart J.

Also in connection with the planning information you provided, I would like to share with you the
LSN staff’s analysis of that data.  Relative to the LSN portal software, and the “spidering”
software used to index participant collections, our current throughput capacity is conservatively
estimated to be 100,000 documents per week.  This means that without any increase in LSN
software throughput capacity, or the invocation of other measures to increase that capacity, and
assuming a regular five work-day-a-week schedule and no technical problems with either the
DOE collection server or the LSN portal server, it will take the LSN software forty (40) weeks to
spider and index four-million documents.  
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To the extent that documents are not “available,” within the meaning of 10 C.F.R. § 2.1003(a),
via the LSN until this indexing process is complete, to ensure that DOE documents are
available on the LSN when you expect to certify compliance with Subpart J, at a minimum you
should be prepared consistently to generate 100,000 documents per week for a period
necessary to have all DOE documents indexed six months prior to the time DOE wishes to
submit an repository construction authorization application to the NRC.  Moreover, in planning
for timely DOE certification, you should bear in mind that any party/potential party can begin 
populating its document collection server at any time, which could impose additional productivity
constraints on the LSN spidering software’s ability to index documents so as to make them LSN
available.  In light of these considerations, to ensure timely indexing, advance coordination with
the LSN staff would be most helpful prior to actually beginning to post a high volume of
documents on the DOE LSN server. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any additional information or assistance in
coordinating your participation in the LSN effort.  A hardcopy version of this letter will follow.

Sincerely,

\RA\

Daniel J. Graser
Licensing Support Network Administrator

cc: M. Schmit, ASLBP
G. P. Bollwerk, ASLBP


