
DCS No.:  99999999030417
Date:  April 23, 2003

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-I-03-010

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public interest
significance.  The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all
that is known by the Region I staff on this date.  

Facility
Griffin Pipe Products Company
1100 West Front Street
Florence, NJ 08518

Licensee Emergency Classification
      Notification of Unusual Event
      Alert 
      Site Area Emergency
      General Emergency
 X   Not Applicable                 

Docket No.: NA
License No.: NA

SUBJECT: CESIUM 137 SOURCE FOUND AT PIPE MANUFACTURING FACILITY

On April 22, 2003, Region I was notified by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) that a
radioactive source was found at Griffin Pipe Products Company, a pipe manufacturing facility that uses
scrap metal as feed material.  DEP was initially notified by the facility on April 17 that a piece of scrap set
off the radiation alarm from a detector located in the handling equipment used to move the scrap from a
holding area to a feed line at their facility.  DEP personnel responding to the call determined that the
radiation source was located in a metal pipe set inside a cylindrical piece of concrete approximately nine
inches in diameter.  The pipe was apparently filled with an epoxy type material that prevented movement
of the source.  No identification was found on the object.  The facility indicated that they probably receive
the object as part of a shipment of scrap at the beginning of April.  The area around the object was roped
off and access to the area was secured.  Access to the facility is limited and the entire site is surrounded
by a security fence.

Measured exposure rates with an ion chamber were 1.4 roentgens per hour (R/hr) on contact (end of the
pipe), 200 milliroentgens per hour (mR/hr) at one foot and 60 mR/hr at three feet.  Based on interviews
and observations by DEP personnel at the facility, there would have been minimal radiation exposure
from the object to facility workers or members of the public.  Measurements taken with a portable
multichannel analyzer determined a peak energy of 662 keV indicating the present of Cs-137.  Field
measurements of wipes taken of the object and areas that came in contact with it indicate no
removable contamination.  Based on the one and three foot exposure rates, the calculated activity for
the Cs-137 source would be in the range of 50 to 150 millicuries.

The facility has made arrangements with a licensed waste broker to package the source and remove it
for disposal on April 24.

The State of New Jersey concurs with the content of this notification.  US Environmental Protection
Agency Region II office has been notified.  Region I is prepared to respond to media inquiries.   Region I
will continue to monitor.

The information in this notification is current as of 10 a.m. on April 23, 2003.

Contact: Duncan White Judy Joustra
610-337-5042 610-337-5355
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