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NRC INFORMATION NOTICE 93-50: EXTENDED STORAGE OF SEALED SOURCES
Addressees

A1l licensees authorized to possess sealed sources.

Purpose

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is issuing this information notice to
inform addressees of what information NRC considers necessary for placing a
license into a possession-only status, if extended storage of sealed sources is
necessary. It is expected that recipients will review the information for
applicability to their facilities and consider actions, as appropriate, to provide
all necessary information when requesting possession-only licenses. However,
suggestions contained in this information notice are not new NRC requirements;
therefore, no specific action or written response is required. .

Description of Circumstances

A number of licensees who possess sealed sources have gone out of business or
allowed their licenses to expire for various reasons. These licensees are finding
it difficult, and sometimes impossible, to dispose of their radioactive sources.
There have been several incidents where licensees having financial difficulty have
abandoned their sources in violation of NRC regulatioens.

Disposal is especially difficult for greater-than-Class-C (GTCC) sealed sources.
The requirements for classifying waste for near-surface disposal are provided in.
10 CFR 61.55. This regulation states that GTCC waste is generally not acceptable
for near-surface disposal and must be disposed of in.a geologic repository,
pursuant to Part 60, unless another disposal method is approved by NRC. Many
sealed source users have discovered that they have no place to ship their ETCC
sources for disposal, because no geologic repository is currently available.

The Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985 designates the
Federal Government as responsible for disposal of GTCC wastes. Congress has
designated the Department of Energy (DOE) as the responsible agency for disposal
of GTCC waste. NRC has been working with DOE to establish an interim storage
facility for GTCC waste, until a geologic repository is available. DOE estimates
that a storage facility may be available by the end of 1997. However, further
delays in meeting this schedule may occur.
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Discussion

If a licensee with sealed sources wishes to terminate its license, but cannot find
any way to dispose of its sources, the 1icensee can request an amendment to
restrict ‘its license to possession-only, incident to license termination. Under
current annual fee regulations, this will exempt the 1icensee from the requirement
to pay an annual fee under 10 CFR Part 171 for the fiscal year following issuance
of the license amendment authorizing possession only, and each year thereafter.
(Each fiscal year begins on October 1.) The licensee will continue to be subject
to licensing and inspection fees under 10 CFR Part 170. The inspection frequency
for possession-only licenses is once every 3 years under current NRC inspection
procedures.

The annual fee waiver is intended for licensees who have permanently ceased
licensed operations. The annual fee will not be waived for licensees who wish to
put their licenses, certificates, approvals, or registrations in an inactive
status, on a temporary basis, with the intent of reactivating them as needed. The
following information is needed to process requests for possession-only licenses:

1. Identification of each sealed source to be placed in storage,»including the
manufacturer’s name, model number, serial number, isotope, and activity.

2. A detailed description of efforts made to dispose of the sources, including
= te]ephone cal]s, letters, facsimiles, personal contacts, etc.

i ot e

"73. A statement that the licensee has permanently ceased 11censédh65;f5£i;ﬁ§ and
~ a commitment not to use the sources for any purpose pending disposition and
license termination.

4. A physical description of the facilities where the sealed sources will be
stored, if it is different from storage facilities already approved in the
license. Identify any facility changes that are planned after the sources
are placed in storage and provisions to maintain exposure to radiation as low
as reasonably achievable (ALARA).

5. Identification of the individual who will be responsible for\maihtaining
- control of the stored sources. Provide a resume of training and experience,
if this information has not already been provided.

6. A description of the accountability program to be implemented by the 1licensee

: to ensure that its sources remain in secure storage and are not used. The
program should provide reasonable assurance that the licensee can maintain
security and account for the sources (inventory at least annually).
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A description of planned changes to the licensee’s radiation safety program

as a result of placing the sources in storage.

but are not limited to, the following:

Q@ -HhoOQOOW
L] . L] . . . L]

dosimetry services
worker training programs
instrument calibration services
quarterly inventories

internal audits
maintenance and visual inspection of equipment and storage facilities
maintenance of utilization logs

These changes may include,

A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 years and
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

A commitment to maintain the license in an active state.

amendment, renewal, and inspection fees will continue to apply.)

(Note that

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expected that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sources and request
license termination.

This information notice requires no specific action or written response.

If you

have any questions about the information in this notice, please contact one of the
contacts listed below or the appropriate regional office.

Technical contacts:

Fee contact:

Carl J. Paperiello, Director

Division of Industrial and
Medical Nuclear Safety

Original Signed by

Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards

Jack Whitten, RIV

(817) 860-8197

Kevin Ramsey, NMSS

(301) 504-2534

Doug Weiss, OC
(301) 492-7225

Attachments:
1. List of Recently Issued NMSS Information Notices
2. List of Recently Issued NRC Information Notices
Tech Editor
EKraus*
5/20/93
*See previous concurrence DOCUMENT NAME: 93-50.IN
OFC IMOB* E RIV* E IMOB* E IMOB* E IMAB*
NAME KRamsey/11 JWhitten GPangburn FCombs JGlenn
DATE 5/7/93 5/17/93 5/18/93 5/19/93 5/26/93
[ VATE )  9//7/39 | /34733 | 2 9/19/33 ] 2 9/35/93 |  9/€V/I° |
OFC SCDB* LLWM* | E | NRR/PRPB* I 0GC* | oc* IMNS:D l "
NAME CHaughney RBangart LCunningham STreby CJHolloway RCunningham
DATE 5/21/93 6/11/93 6/10/93 6/23/93 6/23/93 06/24/93
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7. A description of planned changes to the licensee’s radiation safety program
as a result of placing the sources in storage. These changes may include,
but are not limited to, the following:
a. dosimetry services
b. vworker training programs
c. instrument calibration services
d. quarterly inventories
e. internal audits
f. maintenance and visual inspection of equipment and storage facilities
g. maintenance of utilization Togs R
/
8. A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 years 3nd
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.
9. A commitment to maintain the license in an active state. (Notg that

amendment, renewal, and inspection fees will continue to apply.)

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expegfed that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sourgés and request
license termination. :

This information notice requires no specific action or wrjtten response.
have any questions about the information in this notice,

If you
lease contact one of the

contacts listed below or the appropriate regional offi

Technical contacts:

Fee contact:

Richard E. Cunpingham, Director

Division of Ipdustrial and
Medical Nuflear Safety

Office of Ndclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Jack Whitten, RIV
(817) 860-8197

Kevin Ramsey, NMSS
(301) 504-2534

Doug Weiss, OC
(301) 492-7225

Attachments:
1. List of Recently Issued NMSS Ifformation Notices
2. List of Recently Issued NRC ; formation Notices
Tech Editor /
EKraus*
5/20/93
fSee previous concurrence DOCUMENT NAME: 93-50.IN
OFC I1MOB* E RIV* E IMOB* E IMOB* E IMAB*
NAME KRamsey/11 JWhitten GPangburn FCombs JGlenn
DATE 5/7/93 5/17/93 5/18/93 5/19/93 5/26/93
OFC SCDB* LLWM* | E | NRR/PRPB* | 0GC* l oc* IMNS:D. 25 |
NAME CHaughney RBangart LCunningham STreby CJHolloway RECuAkigbham u
DATE | 5/21/93 6/11/93 6/10/93 6/23/93 6/23/93 06/24/93 H
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8. A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 years and
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

9. A commitment to maintain the license in an active state. (Note t
amendment, renewal, and inspection fees will continue to apply.)

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expected/that 1icensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sources/And submit—an”

+ appHeation=fer 1icense termination. This information notice yéquires no specific
17 action or written response. If you have any questions about the information in
this notice, please contact one of the contacts listed beloy or the appropriate
regional office.

Richard E. gunningham, Director
Division Industrial and

MedicaX Nuclear Safety
Office/Of Nuclear Material Safety

ang’/Safeguards
Technical Contacts: Jack Whitten, Regfon IV
(817) 860-8197
Kevin Ramsey/ NMSS

Fee Contact:

Attachments:
1. List of Recently Isfued NMSS Information Notices
2. List of Recently Fssued NRC Information Notices

Tech Editor

EKraus*

5/20/93

* - See previous congdrrence )
OFC lMOBﬁ// E RIV* E IMOB* E IMOB* E IMAB* H
NAME KRamégylll JWhitten GPangburn FCombs JGlenn Aﬂ
DATE 7/93 5/17/93 5/18/93 5/19/93 5/26/93
OFC DB* LLWM* | E | NRR/PRPB* I 0GC* l 0oC* JUNS:D :J;EEE:

NAME CHaughney RBangart LCunningham STreby CJHolloway jﬁEE;;%?;gham

DATE 5/21/93 6/11/93 6/10/93 6/23/93 6/23/93 § /2493 |
/ OFFICIAL RECORD COPY: G:INCLASSC.KMR
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8. A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 years and
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

9. A commitment to maintain the license in an active state and to pg¥ any
amendment, renewal, or inspection fees until the license is tepfinated.

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expected that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sourceS and submit an
application for license termination. This information notic requires no specific
action or written response. If you have any questions about the information in
this notice, please contact one of the technical contacts”listed below or the
appropriate regional office.

Technical Contacts: Jack Whitten/Region IV

(301),504-2534
Attachments:

1. List of Recently Assued NMSS Information Notices
2. List of Recently Issued NRC Information Notices

Tech Editor
EKraus*

OFC ///EMOB* E RIV* E IMOB* E IMOB* E IMAB*

NAME ,J; KRamsey/11 JWhitten GPangburn FCombs JGlenn

DATE”’ 5/7/93 5/17/93 5/18/93 5/19/93 5/26/93

OFC SCDB* il 4 F.] wer/orss | oac | | oc | IMNS:D

NAME CHaughney RBM{ H%ﬁh STreby CJHolloway | RECunningham

DATE 5/21/93 /793 | 6io/93 / /93 / /93 / /93
OFFICIAL RECORD COPY: G:INCLASSC.KMR
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8. A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 yearg and
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

9. A commitment to maintain the license in an active state and/to pay any
amendment, renewal, or inspection fees until the license terminated.

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is pected that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sburces and submit an
application for license termination. This information ndtice requires no specific
action or written response. If you have any questions/about the information in
this notice, please contact one of the technical conjdcts listed below or the
appropriate regional office.

Richapd E. Cunningham, Director
Divifion of Industrial and
dical Nuclear Safety
fice of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Technical Contacts: Jack Whitten, Region IV
(817) 860-81

Kevin Ramgby, NMSS
(301) 504-2534

Attachments:
1. List of Recently Issuyéd NMSS Information Notices
2. List of Recently Issfted NRC Information Notices

Tech Editor
EKraus*
5/20/93

I nave

* - See gsxjpus concu¥rence
I OFC IMOB* ,/ E RIV* E IMOB* E IMOB* E IMAB “,

KRamsé§/11 JWhitten GPangburn FCombs JGlenn

5/18/93 5/19/93

5/17/93

LLWB IMNS:D | I
n NAME // CHaughney PLohaus CJHalloway RECunningham “
pATE /|  5/21/93 / /93 / /93 93 |
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8. A commitment to leak test the sources at least once every 3 years a
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

9. A commitment to maintain the license in an active state and to/pay any
amendment, renewal, or inspection fees until the license is términated.

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expgtted that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sowfces and submit an
application for license termination. This information noffce requires no specific
action or written response. If you have any questions gbout the information in
this notice, please contact one of the technical contgcts 1isted below or the
appropriate regional office.

Richafd E. Cunningham, Director
sion of Industrial and

edical Nuclear Safety

ffice of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Technical Contacts: Jack Whitten, Region IV
(817) 860<8197

KevinRamsey, NMSS

504-2534

Attachments:
1. List of Recent)y Issued NMSS Information Notices
2. List of Recepfly Issued NRC Information Notices

Tech Editor
EKraus

/[ /93

OFC moe 1€l rv le] me JE| g |[FE| M8 |

NAME KRamsey/f?ﬁ”: jg@ﬁ%Q?ERﬂb“" GPanggt;n Fﬂ{”gq JGlenn “
/ 1

| DATE 03 &€7[€ /93 ;703 |
OFC SCDB 4 LLWB | 0C I IMNS:D l \
NAME ?Eﬁaagﬁﬁey PLohaus CJHalloway RECunningham

DATE 5 /2]/93 / /93 / /93 ;3|
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A description of planned changes to the licensee’s radiation safety program
as a result of placing the sources in storage. These changes may include,

but are not Timited to, the following:

dosimetry services

worker training programs

instrument calibration services

quarterly inventories

internal audits ,

maintenance and visual inspection of equipment and storage facilitfes
maintenance of utilization logs

Q-hoOAOOoTwN

A commitment to leak-test the sources at least once every 3 years and
immediately before transfer to an authorized recipient.

~ A commitment to maintain the license in an active state. (Note that

amendment, renewal, and inspection fees will continue to apply.)

When a storage/disposal facility becomes available, it is expected that licensees
with possession-only licenses will transfer their sealed sources and request
license termination.

This information notice requires no specific action or written response. If you
have any questions about the information in this notice, please contact one of the
contacts listed below or the appropriate regional office.

.

1Y

Carl J. Papeviello, Director

Division of Industrial and
Medical Nuclear Safety

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards '

Technical contacts: Jack Whitten, RIV

(817) 860-8197

Kevin Ramsey, NMSS '
(301) 504-2534

Fee contact:: Doug Weiss, OC
- . (301) 492-7225
Attachments:
1. List of Recently Issued NMSS Information Notices

2.

List of Recently Issued NRC Information Notices
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groges. ¥ithdrawal of A Single reactors.
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10 CFR 40.22, Smal) source material.
%::'r:::" of Source % 93-48 Degradation of Shutdown 06/16/93 " A1 holders of OLs or CPs
Cooling Systes Performance for nuclear power reactors.
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I'rms ent
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