
April 29, 2003

The Honorable Bart Gordon
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Gordon:

I am responding to your letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), dated
March 28, 2003, in which you enclosed several comments from your constituents addressing
the Louisiana Energy Services (LES) proposed uranium enrichment facility in Hartsville,
Tennessee.  The NRC plans to make your letter, along with its enclosures, publically available
in the LES docket file contained in the Agencywide Document Access and Management
System, otherwise known as ADAMS.  However, and as you are aware, LES has not yet
submitted a license application to the NRC to construct and operate such a facility.

Let me assure you that the concerns expressed by your constituents about environmental and
radiological impacts, transportation, waste management, accident analysis, and security are an
integrated part of the NRC’s regulatory infrastructure.  These types of issues would be
considered part of the licensing review process, as well as in the formulation and review of any
related Environmental Impact Statement.  Also, and most essential to any licensing review that
the NRC would conduct, an applicant must be able to demonstrate compliance with related
regulations and regulatory requirements prior to NRC issuance of a license.

If you should have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director 
  for Operations
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