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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

August 20, 1997

NRC INFORMATION NOTICE 97-66: FAILURE TO PROVIDE SPECIAL LENSES FOR
OPERATORS USING RESPIRATOR OR SELF-
CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS DURING
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS

Addressees

All holders of operating licenses or construction permits for nuclear power and non-power
reactors and all licensed reactor operators and senior operators.

Purpose

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is issuing this information notice to alert
addressees to a potential problem associated with procedures or instructions to ensure that
licensed operators who require corrective lenses are equipped with the special lenses
needed for respirator or self-contained breathing apparatus use. It is expected that recipients
will review the information for applicability to their facilities and consider actions, as
appropriate, to avoid similar problems. However, suggestions contained in this information
notice are not NRC requirements; therefore, no specific action is required.

Background

For most licensees, the final or updated safety analysis report establishes that for some
design-basis events, licensed operators must perform licensed duties while wearing a
respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus. Some licenses require operators to wear
corrective lenses while performing licensed duties.

DescriDtion of Circumstances

In April 1997, the Quality Assurance Department of Waterford Generating Station, Unit 3,
audited licensed operator medical conditions. The audit found that the facility had insufficient
instructions or procedures in place to ensure that all licensed operators who were required to
wear corrective lenses were equipped with the appropriate lenses for self-contained breathing
apparatus. NRC inspectors subsequently confirmed that the licensee final safety analysis
report required licensed operators to perform licensed duties while wearing self-contained
breathing apparatus in some instances. The inspectors also confirmed that the licensee had
established training and administrative procedures requiring all licensed operators to be
qualified in the use of self-contained breathing apparatuses, and requiring that self-contained
breathing apparatuses be staged, as required, in the control room. However, the inspectors
found that the licensee did not have specific procedures or instructions in place to ensure
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that the special lenses were available for those licensed operators on shift who were required
to wear corrective lenses with the self-contained breathing apparatus when performing
licensed duties.

In April and May 1997, during inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Comanche Peak Steam
Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating Station, inspectors found
that the licensees had not established administrative controls for special lens inserts and had
not ensured that the requisite special lenses were available for licensed operators. During
other inspections in the same timeframe, inspectors found that Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power
Plant and Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, had procedures pertaining to special lens
inserts in place, but had failed to properiy implement them. Finally, inspectors at River Bend
Station found that the licensee had changed the type of self-contained breathing apparatus
used at the facility, which required different type of corrective lens inserts, without ensuring
the new inserts were also available. In all cases, inspectors confirmed that mitigation of
certain design-basis events required operators to perform licensed duties while wearing a
respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensure that licensed operators who need to wear
corrective lenses while performing licensed duties should have proper corrective lenses
available for conditions requiring a respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus. This
information notice requires no specific action or written response. If you have any questions
about this notice, please call the technical contacts listed below or the appropriate Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) project manager.

Original signed by

SeyTar H. Weiss FOR
Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: John L. Pellet, RIV
(817) 860-8159
E-mail: jlp~nrc.gov

Thomas Koshy, NRR
301-415-1176
E-mail: txk~nrc.gov
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I

LIST OF RECENTLY ISSUED
NRC INFORMATION NOTICES

Information Date of
Notice No. Subject Issuance Issued to

97-65

97-64

97-63

97-62

Failures of High-Dose-
Rate (HDR) Remote After-
loading Device Source
Guide Tubes, Catheters,
and Applicators

Potential Problems
Associated with Loss
of Electrical Power
in Certain Teletherapy
Units

Status of NRC Staff's
Review of BWRVIP-05

Unrecognized Reactivity
Addition During Plant
Shutdown

08/15/97

08/13/97

08/07/97

08/06/97

All high-dose-rate (HDR)
remote afterloader licensees

All U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission medical tele-
therapy licensees

All holders of OLs or CPs
for boiling water reactors

All holders of OLs or CPs
for nuclear power reactors

97-61 U.S. Department of
Health and Human
Services Letter, to
Medical Device Manu-
facturers, on the
Year 2000 Problem

08/06/97 All U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission medical licensees,
veterinarians, and manu-
facturers/distributors of
medical devices

97-60 Incorrect Unreviewed
Safety Question Deter-
mination Related to
Emergency Core Cooling
System Swapover from
the Injection Mode to
the Recirculation Mode

08/01/97 All holders of OLs or CPs
for pressurized-water
reactors

OL = Operating License
CP = Construction Permit
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that the special lenses were available for those licensed operators on shift who were required
to wear corrective lenses with the self-contained breathing apparatus when performing
licensed duties.

In April and May 1997, during inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Comanche Peak Steam
Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating Station, inspectors found
that the licensees had not established administrative controls for special lens inserts and had
not ensured that the requisite special lenses were available for licensed operators. During
other inspections in the same timeframe, inspectors found that Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power
Plant and Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, had procedures pertaining to special lens
inserts in place, but had failed to properly implement them. Finally, inspectors at River Bend
Station found that the licensee had changed the type of self-contained breathing apparatus
used at the facility, which required different type of corrective lens inserts, without ensuring
the new inserts were also available. In all cases, inspectors confirmed that mitigation of
certain design-basis events required operators to perform licensed duties while wearing a
respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensure that licensed operators who need to wear
corrective lenses while performing licensed duties should have proper corrective lenses
available for conditions requiring a respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus. This
information notice requires no specific action or written response. If you have any questions
about this notice, please call the technical contacts listed below or the appropriate Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) project manager.

Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: John L. Pellet, RIV
(817) 860-8159
E-mail: jlp@nrc.gov

Thomas Koshy, NRR
301-415-1176
E-mail: txk@nrc.gov
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In April and May 1997, during inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Comanche Peak Steam
Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating Station, inspectors found
that the licensees had not established administrative controls for special lens inserts and had
not ensured that the requisite special lenses were available for licensed operators. During
other inspections in the same timeframe, inspectors found that Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power
Plant and Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, had procedures pertaining to special lens
inserts in place, but had failed to properly implement them. Finally, inspectors at River Bend
Station found that the licensee had changed the type of self-contained breathing apparatus
used at the facility, which required different type of corrective lens inserts, without ensuring
the new inserts were also available. In all cases, inspectors confirmed that mitigation of
certain design basis-events required operators to perform licensed duties while wearing a
respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensure that licensed operators who need to wear
corrective lenses while performing licensed duties should have proper corrective lenses
available for conditions requiring a respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus. This
information notice requires no specific action or written response. If you have any questions
about this notice, please call the technical contacts listed below or the appropriate Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) project manager.

Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: John L. Pellet, RIV Thomas Koshy, NRR
817-860-8159 301415-1 176
E-mail: jlpenrc.gov txk@nrc.gov
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to those licensed operators on shift who were required to wear corrective lenses with the
self-contained breathing apparatus when performing licensed duties.

In April and May 1997, during Inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Coman e Peak
Steam Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating ation,
inspectors found that the licensees had not established administrative c trols for special
lens inserts and had not ensured that the requisite special lenses wer available for
licensed operators. During other inspections in the same timeframe inspectors found that
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant and Palo Verde Nuclear Gener ting Station, had
procedures pertaining to special lens inserts in place, but had fa ed to properly implement
them. Finally, inspectors at River Bend Station found that the icensee had changed the
type of self-contained breathing apparatus used at the facili , which required different
type of corrective lens inserts, without ensuring the new i erts were also available. In all
cases, inspectors confirmed that mitigation of certain de n basis-events required
operators to perform licensed duties while wearing a repirator or a self-contained
breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensu that licensed operators who need to
wear corrective lenses while performing license duties should have proper corrective
lenses available for conditions requiring a resp ator or a self-contained breathing
apparatus. This information notice requires o specific action or written response. If you
have any questions about this notice, pleas call the technical contacts listed below or the
appropriate Office of Nuclear Reactor Re lation (NRR) project manager.

Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: John L ellet, RIV Thomas Koshy, NRR
817-8 0-8159 301-415-1176
E-mg : jlp@nrc.gov txk@nrc.gov
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were available to those licensed operators on shift who were required by their licenses to
wear corrective lenses with the self-contained breathing apparatus when performing
licensed duties.

In April and May 1997, during inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Comanche Peak
Steam Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating Station,
inspectors found that the respective licensees had not established administrative controls
for special lens inserts and had not ensured that the requisite special lenses were available
for licensed operators. During other inspections in the same timeframe, inspectors found
that similar conditions existed at'Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant and Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station, except that these sites had procedures pertaining to special
lens inserts in place, but failed to properly implement them. Finally, inspectors at River
Bend Station found that the licensee had changed the type of self-contained breathing
apparatus used at the facility, which required different type of corrective lens inserts,
without ensuring the new inserts were also available. In all cases, inspectors confirmed
that mitigation of certain design basis-events required operators to perform licensed duties
while wearing a respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensure that for licensed operators who are
required by their licenses to wear corrective lenses while performing licensed duties must
have proper corrective lenses available for conditions requiring a respirator or a self-
contained breathing apparatus. This information notice requires no specific action or
written response. If you have any questions about this notice, please call the technical
contacts listed below or the appropriate Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) project
manager.

Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: John L. Pellet, RIV Thomas Koshy, NRR
817-860-8159 301-415-1176
E-mail: jlp@nrc.gov txk@nrc.gov
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were available to those licensed operators on shift who were required by their licenses to
wear corrective lenses with the self-contained breathing apparatus when performing
licensed duties.

In April and May 1997, during inspections at Arkansas Nuclear One, Comanche Peak
Steam Electric Station, Fort Calhoun Station, and Wolf Creek Generating Station,
inspectors found that the respective licensees had not established administrative controls
for special lens inserts and had not ensured that the requisite special lenses were available
for licensed operators. During other inspections in the same timeframe, inspectors found
that similar conditions existed at Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant and Palo Verde
Nuclear Generating Station, except that these sites had procedures pertaining to special
lens inserts in place, but failed to properly implement them. Finally, inspectors at River
Bend Station found that the licensee had changed the type of self-contained breathing
apparatus used at the facility, which required different type of corrective lens inserts,
without ensuring the new inserts were also available. In all cases, inspectors confirmed
that mitigation of certain design basis-events required operators to perform licensed duties
while wearing a respirator or a self-contained breathing apparatus.

This information notice reminds licensees to ensure that proper corrective lenses are
available under all applicable conditions for licensed operators who are required by their
licenses to wear corrective lenses while performing licensed duties using a respirator or a
self-contained breathing apparatus. This information notice requires no specific action or
written response. If you have any questions about this notice, please call the technical
contacts listed below or the appropriate'Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) project
manager. A

Marylee M. Slosson, Acting Director
Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Technical contacts: J n L. Pellet, RIV Thomas Koshy, NRR
17-860-8159 301-415-1176

E-mail: jlp@nrc.gov txk@nrc.gov
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