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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

ATTN: Document Control Desk [
RE: Reply to Ntice of Violation-TA 02-046 ;
Dcar Sirs: i

[ hercby reply to the captioncd Notice of Violation cited above. will address ¢ach
section individually.

Section A: 1 have stated in previous documents and testi ony that | did indced visut the Ocean
Cardiology site once 2 month. However, 1 did not adcquately document thesce visits and also did
not properly observe operations dusing & number of thege visits, as | have previously admitted. [
therefore accept the asscriion of the NRC that | engaged i1 deliberate misconduct, since T am
well aware that if activitics are not properly documemeél. they did not occur. T should also have
hecn aware of the requirement that EVERY site of operation be visited al least once a month. In
addition, as RSO [ should have been aware that there wis no other anthorized user on the license
and thercfore that [ was the only qualificd person t0 be ain authorized user al the time the

t

violations occurred. I can offer no excuse for these errars. Though there were extenualing
circumstances (as noted in earlier documents, [ was engaged in changing jobs during %h’i&-pc&iod,
whi ile arning hospital-based Radiclogy; alse, during this period,

dding additional burdens on the home front), my failure 10 review Ihe
1o be sure that all was in order wasjat the root of the problem.
Fortunately, though my oversight as hoth RSO and authorized uscr was clearly well below the
standards set hy the NRC, the limited instruction and O:Vc:rsight of the technologists and others
involved in the cardiac studies performed by Medical Outreach during this period proved
adequate, in the sense that no other gigmificant violations were found during an extremely

thorough review of operations. :

o

1cense pentodically
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As this i written, the sitsation with Medical Oulrcach!ha.s heen fully carrected, with a fully ",
qualificd Nuclear Medicine physician now acting as both AlJ and RSO, and visiting each -~
serviced site at least once 2 month, This should prcvc{u further violations. 1t1s my
upderstanding that full compliance was achieved on or about March 7", 2002.. The physician,
Dr. Kenneth Levin, has been fully instructed rcgnrdiné the requirements of this position, and o
my knowledge has correctly fulfilled these requurements  For my own part, T pledpe to the NRC
that never again will L aucmpt to act as an unpaid volunteer RSO ax 1 did for Medical Outreach,

stnce these events have brought home o me the gravit:y of the responsibilities of the RSO as well p Qfe‘!
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as the necessity of adequatc time (and malcrial sumgort) {or pursuing thesc activities.

. A ! i
Scetion B. 1 have already stipulated that the rccords of n;xy visits to the Oceun Cardiology
facility were inaccurate. Had I known that T was still the suthorized user, this would not have
occurred Nonetheless, my fajlure 1o maintain these records propetly is inexcusable.

Unloctunately, T have no way of furthee reconstructing these recards to make them acucptably
accurate. | therefore accept the NRC [inding that the required visits did not occur. If further
cevision of the documents is rcquired, to bring them imu; compliance, pleasc let me know.

|
The current procedures in use by Mcdical Outreach, as explained lo me by Mr. Levin in a recent
conversation, should provide for morc than adequale documentation of Dr. T.evin'y aclivities as

RSO and AU.

In terms of my future activitics, 1 have made the Nuclear Medicine staff at the Easton TTospital,
whete ] now scrve as an authorized user, aware of my njistakes while Y was RSO for Medical
OQutreach. niot as an act of penitance (though some might think this is appropriate) but to educate
them regarding how T permitted this situation to go astray, and the consequences ol my errors. 1
have dope this to underscore that partial knowledge of the regulations and license requirements
is nol cnough, and that cven an experienced and supposedly knowledgcable Nuclear Mcdicine
physician such as myself{ can err seriously by not periodically reviewing the situation, especially
when the situation is an unusual one (e.g. mobilc operations, in which T had never engaged prior
to my tenurc with Medical Outreach). T do not intend to participatc in another mobile Nuclear
Medicine venlure, and, if T do, in any capacity, will insist on careful and diligent oversight by a
fully qualified health physicist acting as RSO-in my experience, the best arrangement to assure
thal any state or NRC licensed opcration will stay wathin the letter and the spirit of the
regulations We have such an arrangement at Easton Hospital, and T intcnd to see thut this 1s
maintained. b ‘

L i
I T can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate {0 contact me, either at the above (home)
address or at the Easton Hospital, 250 S. 21% Strect, Easton, PA 18042.
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cc: Mr. Hubert Miller, Regional Administrator,
Division T
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