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SUBJECT: 

Quick Summary of NRC Staff Visit to Germany to Obtain PBMR 
Technology (Team is drafting a comprehensive trip report) 

COMMENT: 
A seven member staff team has just returned from a productive four 
day visit to Germany for briefings on PBMR technology and safety.  
The team was comprised of staff from OIP and the three major 
program offices. Two days were spent in Cologne and two days at 
the former Julich Nuclear Research Center.  

The agenda included briefings on the overall High Temperature 
Reactor (HTR) program, safety analysis of HTR Module design, fuel 
element research /development (R&D) and industrial production, 
pebble bed heat transfer and fluid flow, core physics, pebble flow, 
nuclear graphite, waste management, AVR and THTR reactor test 
programs, safety assessments and operational experience, HTR rules 
and standards and technology transfer to Eskom of South Africa.  

Briefings were conducted by representatives of the Julich R&D 
Center, two reactor design organizations, the standards setting 
organization (KTA), two organizations performing technical safety 
evaluations (TUV), the utility operating THTR and the state licensing 
authority for THTR. The program was organized by a GRS manager 
who is the vice Chairman of the Reactor Safety Commission (RSK) 
also.
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