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building. With respect to that aspect of the soils 

program, what was the goal, what was the purpose of that 

investigation?
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A. (Mr. Trudeau) For the cone penetration test 

program, I was asked to provide input on how to best 

demonstrate that we had tested the weakest and most 

compressible soils in the upper layer. The NRC had 

asked that we make some field vein measurements in a few 

locations to demonstrate that that statement was 

correct. And I argued that we could get much more bang 

for the buck to do the cone penetration testing work, 

and that that program would also demonstrate that we 

have fairly consistent properties for that upper layer 

across the pad emplacement area, by spending that money 

to do the cone penetration work rather than the eight 

vein shear tests that the NRC had been suggesting might 

be the right way to go. I 

The canister transfer building borings were 

laid out with the intention of providing adequate 

samples, undisturbed samples, to get properties for 

that -- the design of that safety related structure and 

to comply with 1.132 type requirements, Regulatory Guide 

requirements.  

Q. And in terms of the objectives of both the 

CPT and the CTP borings, was that a -- prior to


