
2.0 Consistency Requirements

2.1 Plant Design and Operation 

The licensee may make changes in station design or operation or perform tests 

or experiments affecting the environment provided such changes, tests or 

experiments do not involve an unreviewed environmental question. Changes in 

plant design or operation or performance of tests or experiments which do not 

affect the environment are not subject to this requirement. Activities governed 

by Section 2.3 are not subject to the requirements of this section.  

Before engaging in unauthorized construction or operational activities which 

may affect the environment, the licensee shall prepare and record an 

environmental evaluation of such activity.* When the evaluation indicates that 

such activity involves an unreviewed environmental question, the licensee shall 

provide a written evaluation of such activities and obtain prior approval from the 

NRC.  

A proposed change, test or experiment shall be deemed to involve an 

unreviewed environmental question if it concerns (1) a matter which may result 

in a significant increase in any adverse environmental impact previously 

evaluated in the final environmental statement (FES) as modified by staffs 

testimony to the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, supplements to the FES, 

environmental impact appraisals, or in any decisions of the Atomic Safety and 

Licensing Board; or (2) a significant change in effluents or power level or (3) a 

matter not previously reviewed and evaluated in the documents specified in 

(1) of this Subsection, which may have a significant adverse environmental 

impact.  

*Activities are excluded from this requirement if all measurable nonradiological 

effects are confined to the on-site areas previously disturbed during site 
preparation and plant construction.
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