
January 14, 2003

TVA-SQN-TS-02-08 10 CFR 50.90

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN:  Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

In the Matter of ) Docket Nos.  50-327
Tennessee Valley Authority ) 50-328

SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT (SQN) - UNITS 1 AND 2 - TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATION (TS) CHANGE 02-08, “PARTIAL SCOPE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ALTERNATE SOURCE TERM AND REVISION OF
REQUIREMENTS FOR CLOSURE OF THE CONTAINMENT BUILDING
EQUIPMENT DOOR DURING MOVEMENT OF IRRADIATED FUEL”

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90, TVA is submitting a request for a
TS change (TSC 02-08) to licenses DPR-77 and DPR-79 for SQN
Units 1 and 2.  The proposed TS change will revise
applicability requirements for TS 3.3.9.4, “Containment
Building Penetrations.”  This revision will modify the
current applicability requirement associated with movement of
“irradiated fuel” by adding a new applicability statement for
the containment building equipment door (CBED).  The new
applicability requirement will limit the containment closure
function of the CBED to only apply during movement of
“recently irradiated fuel.”  The action for this
specification is also revised to incorporate the recently
irradiated limitations.  This is accomplished by adding a new
action that applies to the CBED and results in the suspension
of operations that involve movement of “recently irradiated
fuel.”  Westinghouse Electric Company has performed
radiological dose evaluations to verify the acceptability of
these proposed revisions.
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This request is similar to the approved license amendment
request by Duke Energy Corporation, Catawba Nuclear Station,
Units 1 and 2, Amendment Nos. 198 and 191, respectively,
issued April 23, 2002; Florida Power and Light Company, St.
Lucie Nuclear Power Plant, Units 1 and 2, Amendment Nos. 184
and 127, respectively, issued August 30, 2002; and Entergy
Nuclear Operations Incorporated, James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear
Power Plant, Amendment No. 276 issued September 12, 2002.
The major difference in the proposed TVA request to these
precedents is that this request is specifically limited to
the CBED.  The above precedents also involve the application
of the recently irradiated fuel applicability to other
ventilation and radiation monitoring functions.

TVA has determined that there are no significant hazards
considerations associated with the proposed change and that
the TS change qualifies for categorical exclusion from
environmental review pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR
51.22 (c)(9).  The SQN Plant Operations Review Committee and
the SQN Nuclear Safety Review Board have reviewed this
proposed change and determined that operation of SQN Units 1
and 2, in accordance with the proposed change, will not
endanger the health and safety of the public.  Additionally,
in accordance with 10 CFR 50.91 (b)(1), TVA is sending a copy
of this letter and enclosures to the Tennessee State
Department of Public Health.  As part of the proposed license
amendment request, no commitments have been made by TVA.

The proposed TS change can benefit TVA by reducing the
duration of refueling outages.  In particular, the next
Unit 1 outage, that will involve the replacement of the steam
generators, can benefit from a cost and duration standpoint.
Therefore, TVA requests approval of this TS change to support
the Unit 1 Cycle 12 outage currently scheduled to begin in
March 2003.  TVA requests that the implementation of the
revised TS be within 45 days of NRC approval.  This letter is
being sent in accordance with NRC RIS 2001-05.
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ENCLOSURE 1

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
SEQUOYAH PLANT (SQN)

UNITS 1 AND 2

TVA Evaluation of the Proposed Change

1. DESCRIPTION

This letter is a request to amend Operating Licenses DPR-77 and
DPR-79 for SQN Units 1 and 2.  The proposed change would revise
the applicability and action provisions of Technical
Specification (TS) 3.9.4, “Containment Building Penetrations,” to
provide modified requirements for the operability of
penetrations.  In addition, the associated TS Bases will be
modified to be consistent with this revision.  This proposed
change will allow the containment building equipment door (CBED)
to be open during movement of irradiated fuel provided the fuel
has decayed for at least 100 hours since being in a critical
reactor core.

2. PROPOSED CHANGE

This amendment request proposes the revision of the applicability
and action requirements of TS 3.9.4, “Containment Building
Penetrations,” by adding new requirements applicable only to the
CBED that replaces the phrase “movement of irradiated fuel” with
the revised phrase “movement of recently irradiated fuel.”

The associated TS Bases 3/4.9.4, “Containment Building
Penetrations,” will also be revised to appropriately insert the
term “recently” consistent with the revision to TS 3.9.4.  The
Bases revision will also include a definition for the term
“recently” as follows:

(i.e., fuel that has occupied part of a critical reactor
core within the previous 100 hours)

This definition will be added following the first use of the term
“movement of recently irradiated fuel” in the Bases.  The Bases
will also include a description of appropriate measures that
should be in place associated with an open CBED during the
movement of irradiated fuel assemblies.  This discussion is as
follows:

During movement of irradiated fuel assemblies, a single
normal or contingency method to promptly close the
containment building equipment door will be in place.
Such prompt methods need not completely block the
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penetration or be capable of resisting pressure.  The
purpose is to enable ventilation systems to draw the
release from a postulated fuel handling accident in the
proper directions such that it can be treated and
monitored.

In summary, the requirements for CBED will be revised such that
they will no longer apply during movement of irradiated fuel that
has decayed for at least 100 hours.  The Bases will be revised
appropriately for consistency with the changes to the TSs.  The
Bases will also define the new “recently irradiated” terminology
as well as describing the appropriate measures to consider during
movement of fuel assemblies that have not been recently
irradiated.

3. BACKGROUND

The requirements of TS 3.9.4 provide containment penetration
closure limits that prevent releases of radioactivity that would
exceed allowable values during refueling activities.  These
closure requirements are intended to minimize the transport of
radioactive material from containment to the outside environs.
The design requirements for containment penetrations are
contained in Section 6.2.4 of the Updated Final Safety Analysis
Report (UFSAR).  During refueling activities, there are no
postulated events that would result in the pressurization of the
containment building.  Therefore, the closure requirements are
less restrictive than the containment integrity requirements for
Modes 1 through 4.  These refueling requirements only require
containment closure capability without the need to resist
pressure.  In many cases these requirements only require a
minimum amount of bolting or valve closures that do not require
valve operators to be deenergized.

These requirements are only applicable during the movement of
irradiated fuel in the containment building.  This is based on
only an fuel handling accident (FHA) having the potential to
result in the release of radioactivity.  The only postulated fuel
handling event that results in the limiting release of radiation
is a dropped fuel assembly that can only occur during movement of
fuel.  The dropped fuel assembly event assumes the rupture of all
fuel rods in the assembly and the release of the contained
radioactive gases.  This event does not include a significant
release of pressurized material or heating of the refueling water
such that it would result in any measurable increase in
containment pressure.  Currently the TS 3.9.4 requirements are
applicable during the movement of irradiated fuel assemblies
consistent with these considerations that are described for an
FHA in Sections 15.4.5 and 15.5.6 of the SQN UFSAR.
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During the movement of irradiated fuel, the equipment door and
other containment penetrations are required to be closed in the
event an FHA occurs.  These requirements often restrict refueling
outage activities and result in longer outage durations.  If the
CBED could remain open during movement of irradiated fuel, outage
durations could be reduced in many cases.  Westinghouse Electric
Company has performed new analyses utilizing the Regulatory Guide
1.183 methodology for alternate source term.  This analysis has
only been implemented for a limited scope and applied to the SQN
Units 1 and 2 analysis for FHAs.  The results of this analysis is
that an FHA involving irradiated fuel, that has decayed for at
least 100 hours after being in a critical reactor core, does not
have sufficient radioactive material remaining that would result
in unacceptable dose consequences with the CBED open.

There are precedents for allowing the proposed change during the
movement of irradiated fuel to recently irradiated fuel for the
CBED.  Duke Energy Corporation, for the Catawba Nuclear Station
Units 1 and 2, was issued Amendment Nos. 198 and 191,
respectively, on April 23, 2002.  These amendments implemented
the same change for movement of recently irradiated fuel for the
containment building penetrations.  The Catawba effort also
included the deletion of the core alterations portion that SQN
has already implemented and selectively applied these changes to
specifications for control room and fuel handling ventilation
systems.  SQN is not pursuing these changes at this time and is
only applying the recently irradiated provision to the CBED.

Florida Power and Light Company, for the St. Lucie Nuclear Power
Plant Units 1 and 2, was issued Amendment Nos. 184 and 127,
respectively, on August 30, 2002.  St. Lucie also implemented the
recently irradiated change, as well as the core alteration
deletion for containment building penetrations like the Catawba
effort.  The St. Lucie effort also selectively applied these
changes to containment isolation, fuel pool ventilation, and
containment ventilation that SQN is not pursuing.  They also
included two other changes for containment penetrations to be
open under administrative controls and a clarification of
personnel air-lock door requirements.  The first provision is
consistent with current SQN requirements but the second is not
being considered at this time.

Entergy Nuclear Operations Incorporated, for the James A.
FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant, was issued Amendment No. 276 on
September 12, 2002.  FitzPatrick implemented only the recently
irradiated change in this effort but applied it only to systems
that support a potential FHA in the secondary containment.  This
effort did not request a change to the containment building
penetrations but uses the same justifications that apply to the
SQN effort.
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4. TECHNICAL ANALYSIS

The proposed change reduces the applicability for the CBED
requirement and associated action to only apply when recently
irradiated fuel is being moved.  Westinghouse Electric Company
has performed evaluations that apply the new guidance for
alternate source terms to the SQN accident analysis for FHAs.
This is a limited scope of the new methodology in Regulatory
Guide 1.183 and is only being applied to the FHA event at this
time.  This analysis assumes that the irradiated fuel decays for
at least 100 hours and utilizes dose conversion factors from the
Environmental Protections Agency Federal Guidance Reports Nos. 11
and 12.  The analysis does not assume closure of the CBED for
FHAs inside containment or availability of the auxiliary building
gas treatment system (ABGTS) for filtering of releases or
isolation from any FHA.  However, for the FHA in containment, the
isolation function of the containment ventilation system is
assumed without any credit for filtration prior to isolation.
The analysis utilizes dispersion factors stated in Section 2.3,
“Meteorology” of the UFSAR for the exclusion area boundary and
low population zone efforts.  The dispersion factors for the
control room dose effort are based on a TVA calculation that was
used for the NRC approved TS change for tritium production.  This
calculation was submitted to NRC in a letter dated August 30,
2002.  This analysis assumes the rupture of all fuel rods, as
well as the maximum number of tritium producing burnable absorber
rods (24 rods).

The results of the dose analysis was compared to the acceptance
criteria in Regulatory Guide 1.183 for offsite dose limits and
General Design Criteria 19 for the control room dose limits.
These limits are 6.3 roentgen equivalent man (rem) total
effective dose equivalent (TEDE) and 5.0 rem TEDE, respectively.
The resulting dose consequences are 4.5 rem TEDE at the exclusion
area boundary and 0.8 rem TEDE at the low population zone for
postulated FHAs.  Control room dose consequences are 4.1 rem TEDE
for an FHA in the auxiliary building and 4.2 rem TEDE for and FHA
inside containment.  These results are within the stated
regulatory limits.  The dose analysis is contained in
Enclosure 4.

The proposed changes are consistent with changes approved by NRC
in Technical Specification Task Force (TSTF) Item 51.  TSTF-51
endorses the limitation of applicability requirements and actions
for ventilation, actuation, and physical barrier functions that
serve to limit the dose consequences of FHAs.  These relaxations
are to be based on dose analysis that verify acceptable dose
consequences without the availability of these systems.  The
proposed change verifies that these requirements are met for the
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CBED function.  The proposed changes also include Bases revisions
recommended by TSTF-51 that describe provisions during movement
of any fuel assembly that are in place to reestablish containment
closure to a reasonable degree such that ventilation and
radiation monitoring systems can be effective in the recovery
from an FHA.  For the purpose of timely processing, and in
support of the upcoming SQN Unit 1 refueling outage, TVA is only
pursuing the revision of the CBED requirements at this time.  The
basis for this limited application is that the outage impact of
the CBED requirement is more limiting than the other functions.
TSTF-51 also provides the basis for reducing the applicability of
these functions during core alterations.  This provision has
already been pursued and implemented for the SQN units in
accordance with NRC approved Amendment Nos. 260 and 251 for
Units 1 and 2, respectively.

In summary, the analysis verifies that the dose consequences of
an FHA are within regulatory limits considering irradiated fuel
that has decayed for at least 100 hours and without consideration
for CBED closure or ABGTS isolation or filtration.  The proposed
change to revise applicability and action requirements for the
containment building penetration specification to only apply
during movement of recently irradiated fuel (fuel that has
decayed less than 100 hours) for the CBED is acceptable and will
not result in dose consequences in excess of established
regulatory limits.  This change is consistent with TSTF-51 and
the latest version of the standard TSs.  Implementation of the
proposed TS change will maintain the necessary systems and
functions to ensure that dose consequences for postulated FHAs
will not exceed regulatory limits and will continue to minimize
the risk to the health and safety of the public.

5. REGULATORY SAFETY ANALYSIS

This amendment request proposes the revision of the applicability
and action requirements of TS 3.9.4, “Containment Building
Penetrations,” by adding new requirements applicable only to the
containment building equipment door (CBED) that replaces the
phrase “movement of irradiated fuel” with the revised phrase
“movement of recently irradiated fuel.”

The associated TS Bases 3/4.9.4, “Containment Building
Penetrations,” will also be revised to appropriately insert the
term “recently” consistent with the revision to TS 3.9.4.  The
Bases revision will also include a definition for the term
“recently” as follows:

(i.e., fuel that has occupied part of a critical
reactor core within the previous 100 hours)
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This definition will be added following the first use of the term
“movement of recently irradiated fuel” in the Bases.  The Bases
will also include a description of appropriate measures that
should be in place associated with an open CBED during the
movement of irradiated fuel assemblies.

5.1 No Significant Hazards Consideration

TVA has evaluated whether or not a significant hazards
consideration is involved with the proposed amendment(s) by
focusing on the three standards set forth in 10 CFR 50.92,
“Issuance of amendment,” as discussed below:

1. Does the proposed change involve a significant increase in
the probability or consequences of an accident previously
evaluated?

Response:  No.

The proposed change revises the applicability of the
containment building penetration function and associated
action.  This change does not alter the function of the
penetrations but does revise when the feature is required
to be available for the mitigation of postulated
accidents.  These penetrations only function to minimize
the release of radioactive material for accident
mitigation and are not considered to be a source of any
postulated accident.  The analysis verifies that a fuel
handling accident (FHA) occurring at least 100 hours after
being critical in a reactor core will not result in dose
consequences above the regulatory limits without the
containment closure function provided by the CBED.  The
applicability and action for the CBED will not be changed
when movement of recently irradiated fuel is in progress
and this function ensures acceptable dose consequences.
Therefore, the proposed change will not increase the
probability of an accident because the penetration
function has not been altered and this function is not a
potential source for accidents.  Additionally, the
proposed change will not significantly increase the
consequences of an accident because the analysis has
verified that dose consequences will be maintained less
than the required regulatory limits.

2. Does the proposed change create the possibility of a new
or different kind of accident from any accident previously
evaluated?

Response:  No.
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The proposed change only modifies when containment
building penetrations need to be available for accident
mitigation and does not alter their function, design, or
operation.  These penetrations only serve to minimize the
release of radioactive material in the event of postulated
accidents and do not have the potential to create an
accident.  Since the function of the penetrations is not
being changed and they do not have an accident generation
potential, the possibility of a new or different kind of
accident is not created.

3. Does the proposed change involve a significant reduction
in a margin of safety?

Response:  No.

The proposed change will not alter the function, design,
or operation of the containment building penetrations for
postulated accidents that require this feature for the
mitigation of the event.  The analysis has determined that
the CBED availability can be limited to those activities
that involve the movement of irradiated fuel that has been
in a critical reactor core within the previous 100 hours.
Therefore, not requiring the CBED to be available 100
hours or longer afterwards will not impact plant safety or
result in dose consequences above established regulatory
limits.  The proposed change will not alter any setpoints
or other functions that serve to maintain the safety
limits.  Therefore, the proposed change will not involve a
significant reduction in a margin of safety.

Based on the above, TVA concludes that the proposed
amendment(s) present no significant hazards consideration
under the standards set forth in 10 CFR 50.92 (c), and
accordingly, a finding of “no significant hazards
consideration” is justified.

5.2 Applicable Regulatory Requirements/Criteria

Section 182a of the Atomic Energy Act requires applicants for
nuclear power plant operating licenses to include TSs as part
of the license.  The Commission's regulatory requirements
related to the content of the TS are contained in Title 10,
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Section 50.36.  The TS
requirements in 10 CFR 50.36 include the following
categories:  (1) safety limits, limiting safety systems
settings and control settings, (2) limiting conditions for
operation, (3) surveillance requirements, (4) design
features, and (5) administrative controls.  The requirements
for system operability during movement of irradiated fuel are
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included in the TS in accordance with 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2),
"Limiting Conditions for Operation."

As stated in 10 CFR 50.59(c)(1)(i), a licensee is required to
submit a license amendment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.90 if a
change to the TS is required.  Furthermore, the requirements
of 10 CFR 50.59 necessitate that U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) approve the TS changes before the TS changes
are implemented.  TVA’s submittal meets the requirements of
10 CFR 50.59(c)(1)(i) and 10 CFR 50.90.

TVA proposes to revise the TS in accordance with TS Task
Force (TSTF) Traveler 51.  TSTF-51, Revision 2, was approved
by the NRC on October 15, 1999.  TSTF-51 allows removal of
the TS requirements for engineered safety features (ESF) to
be OPERABLE after sufficient radioactive decay has occurred
to ensure off-site doses remain well within 10 CFR Part 100
limits.  Fuel that is not sufficiently decayed to allow
relaxation of OPERABILITY requirements is referred to as
"recently" irradiated fuel.  Recently irradiated fuel could
still be moved but the appropriate ESF systems need to be
OPERABLE.

The Reviewer's Note in TSTF-51 requires that licensees adding
the term "recently" implement provisions consistent with
draft NUMARC 93-01, Revision 3, Section 11.3.6, "Safety
Assessment for Removal of Equipment from Service During
Shutdown Conditions," subheading "Containment - Primary
(PWR)/Secondary (BWR)."  The provisions in the Reviewer's
Note reads:

The following guidelines are included in the
assessment of systems removed from service during
movement of irradiated fuel:

During fuel handling/core alterations, ventilation
system and radiation monitor availability (as
defined in NUMARC 91-06) should be assessed, with
respect to filtration and monitoring of releases
from the fuel.  Following shutdown, radioactivity
in the fuel decays fairly rapidly.  The basis of
the Technical Specification operability amendment
is the reduction in doses due to such decay.  The
goal of maintaining ventilation system and
radiation monitor availability is to reduce doses
even further below that provided by the natural
decay.

A single normal or contingency method to promptly
close primary or secondary containment penetrations
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should be developed.  Such prompt methods need not
completely block the penetration or be capable of
resisting pressure.

The purpose of the "prompt methods" mentioned above
are to enable ventilation systems to draw the release
from a postulated fuel handling accident in the
proper direction such that it can be treated and
monitored.

TVA proposes the addition of the above discussions,
associated with containment closure expectations, to the SQN
Bases.  TVA currently has provisions that meet the closure
expectations in this Reviewer’s Note.  TVA will continue the
practice of tracking and providing closure capability for
containment building penetrations during movement of fuel.

10 CFR 100, “Reactor Site Criteria,” provides requirements
for offsite dose limits.  The analysis for the proposed
revision has verified that the dose consequences for an FHA,
involving irradiated fuel that has decayed for at least 100
hours, is well within the 10 CFR 100 limits without the CBED
function.  The proposed change to modify the applicability of
the CBED to only apply to “recently” irradiated fuel movement
will maintain the containment closure requirements when the
fuel has not sufficiently decayed to remain within these
limits.

NUREG-0800, Section 15.7.4, “Radiological Consequences of
Fuel Handling Accidents,” Revision 1, July 1981, provides
considerations that should be applied to fuel handling
accidents.  This section describes the attributes that
mitigation systems need to provide for this event.  With
respect to offsite dose consequences, this section
establishes a well within criteria that is 25 percent of the
10 CFR 100 limits as an acceptable value for the FHA.  With
respect to the containment building penetrations, it
describes the need for monitoring and automatic isolation to
limit releases within the 25 percent criteria.  For movement
of recently irradiated fuel in containment, these criteria
are and will be maintained by the SQN design and TS
requirements.  For non-recently irradiated fuel, the analysis
has verified that the well within criteria will be met
without the CBED function based on the decay of the fuel and
atmospheric conditions at the site.

10 CFR Part 50 General Design Criteria (GDC) 61, “Control of
releases of radioactive materials to the environment,”
requires appropriate containment, confinement, and filtering
systems.  The containment building penetration requirements
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continue to be satisfied for movement of recently irradiated
fuel and it has been shown by analysis that the CBED function
is not necessary for fuel movement that involves fuel that
has decayed for at least 100 hours.  The requirements of this
design criteria will be met for the proposed TS change.

10 CFR 50.67, “Accident Source Term,” provides requirements
for the revision of accident source terms in evaluating the
dose consequences of postulated accidents.  The new analysis
has met these requirements in developing the proposed change
for the CBED.  The results of the revised analysis has shown
that dose consequences are acceptable after 100 hours decay
of fuel assemblies without the CBED function.  The proposed
change meets the requirements of 10 CFR 50.67.

Regulatory Guide 1.183, “Alternate Radiological Source Terms
for Evaluating Design Basis Accidents at Nuclear Power
Reactors,” provides guidance for the use of alternate methods
of evaluating source terms for postulated accidents.  SQN has
utilized this guidance on a limited scope basis for the FHA
and to support the proposed TS change.  The revised analysis,
utilizing this alternate criteria, was performed by
Westinghouse Electric Company and verified the acceptability
for the SQN units.  TVA is pursuing the use of this alternate
methodology for the CBED function during movement of
irradiated fuel that has decayed for at least 100 hours in
the proposed TS change.  The new analysis is consistent with
and follows the guidance in Regulatory Guide 1.183.

In conclusion, based on the considerations discussed above,
(1) there is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of
the public will not be endangered by operation in the proposed
manner, (2) such activities will be conducted in compliance with
the Commission’s regulations, and (3) the issuance of the
amendment will not be inimical to the common defense and security
or to the health and safety of the public.

6. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION

A review has determined that the proposed amendment would change
a requirement with respect to installation or use of a facility
component located within the restricted area, as defined in
10 CFR 20, or would change an inspection or surveillance
requirement.  However, the proposed amendment does not involve
(i) a significant hazards consideration, (ii) a significant
change in the types or significant increase in the amounts of any
effluent that may be released offsite, or (iii) a significant
increase in individual or cumulative occupational radiation
exposure.  Accordingly, the proposed amendment meets the
eligibility criterion for categorical exclusion set forth in
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10 CFR 51.22( c)(9).  Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.22(b), no
environmental impact statement or environmental assessment need
be prepared in connection with the proposed amendment.

7. REFERENCES

1.  Sequoyah Nuclear Plant, Final Safety Analysis Report (As
Updated) Revision 17, Section 6.2.4, “Containment Isolation
Systems”

2.  Sequoyah Nuclear Plant Technical Specifications Bases
3/4.9.4, “Containment Building Penetrations”

3.  Westinghouse Letter LTR-CRA-02-219, “Radiological
Consequences of Fuel Handling Accidents for the Sequoyah
Nuclear Plant Units 1 and 2,” December 10, 2002

4.  NRC approved Technical Specification Task Force Standard
Technical Specification Change Traveler TSTF-51, Revision 2,
“Revise containment requirements during handling irradiated
fuel and core alterations,” October 1, 1999

5.  Duke Energy Corporation, Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1
and 2, Amendment Nos. 198 and 191, respectively, issued
April 23, 2002

6.  Florida Power and Light Company, St. Lucie Nuclear Power
Plant, Units 1 and 2, Amendment Nos. 184 and 127,
respectively, issued August 30, 2002

7.  Entergy Nuclear Operations Incorporated, James A. FitzPatrick
Nuclear Power Plant, Amendment No. 276 issued September 12,
2002

8.  TVA letter to NRC dated August 30, 2002, “Sequoyah Nuclear
Plant (SQN) - Units 1 and 2 - Technical Specification (TS)
Change No. 00-06, Response to Request for Additional
Information (RAI) (TAC Nos. MB2972 and MB2973)”
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ENCLOSURE 2

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
SEQUOYAH PLANT (SQN)

UNITS 1 AND 2

Proposed Technical Specification Changes (mark-up)

I. AFFECTED PAGE LIST

Unit 1

3/4 9-4

Unit 2

3/4 9-5

 II. MARKED PAGES

See attached.
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REFUELING OPERATIONS

3/4.9.4  CONTAINMENT BUILDING PENETRATIONS

LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION

3.9.4  The containment building penetrations shall be in the following status:

a. The equipment door closed and held in place by a minimum of four bolts,

b. A minimum of one door in each airlock is closed, and both doors of both containment personnel
airlocks may be open if:

1. One personnel airlock door in each airlock is capable of closure, and

2. One train of the Auxiliary Building Gas Treatment System is OPERABLE in accordance
with Technical Specification 3.9.12, and

c. Each penetration* providing direct access from the containment atmosphere to the outside
atmosphere shall be either:

1. Closed by an isolation valve, blind flange, manual valve, or equivalent, or

2. Be capable of being closed by an OPERABLE automatic Containment Ventilation isolation
valve.

APPLICABILITY:  During movement of irradiated fuel within the containment.
(Replace with Insert 1)

ACTION:

With the requirements of the above specification not satisfied, immediately suspend all operations
involving movement of irradiated fuel in the containment building.  The provisions of Specification 3.0.3
are not applicable.

(Replace with Insert 2)
SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS

4.9.4 Each of the above required containment building penetrations shall be determined to be either in its
required condition or capable of being closed by an OPERABLE automatic Containment Ventilation
isolation valve once per 7 days during movement of irradiated fuel in the containment building by:

a. Verifying the penetrations are in their required condition, or

b. Testing the Containment Ventilation isolation valves per the applicable portions of Specification
4.6.3.2.

                                 
* Penetration flow path(s) providing direct access from the containment atmosphere that transverse and

terminate in the Auxiliary Building Secondary Containment Enclosure may be unisolated under
administrative controls.

August 28, 2000
SEQUOYAH - UNIT 1 3/4 9-4 Amendment No. 12, 209, 249, 260
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REFUELING OPERATIONS

3/4.9.4 CONTAINMENT BUILDING PENETRATIONS

LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION

3.9.4  The containment building penetrations shall be in the following status:

a. The equipment door closed and held in place by a minimum of four bolts,

b. A minimum of one door in each airlock is closed, or both doors of both containment
personnel airlocks may be open if:

1. One personnel airlock door in each airlock is capable of closure, and

2. One train of the Auxiliary Building Gas Treatment System is OPERABLE in accordance
with Technical Specification 3.9.12, and

c. Each penetration* providing direct access from the containment atmosphere to the outside
atmosphere shall be either:

1. Closed by an isolation valve, blind flange, manual valve, or equivalent, or

2. Be capable of being closed by an OPERABLE automatic Containment Ventilation
isolation valve.

APPLICABILITY:  During movement of irradiated fuel within the containment.
(Replace with Insert 1)

ACTION:

With the requirements of the above specification not satisfied, immediately suspend all operations
involving movement of irradiated fuel in the containment building.  The provisions of Specification 3.0.3
are not applicable.

(Replace with Insert 2)
SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS

4.9.4  Each of the above required containment building penetrations shall be determined to be either in its
required condition or capable of being closed by an OPERABLE automatic Containment Ventilation
isolation valve once per 7 days during movement of irradiated fuel in the containment building by:

a. Verifying the penetrations are in their required condition, or

b. Testing the Containment Ventilation isolation valves per the applicable portions of Specification
4.6.3.2.

                                 
*  Penetration flow path(s) providing direct access from the containment atmosphere that transverse and
terminate in the Auxiliary Building Secondary Containment Enclosure may be unisolated under
administrative controls.

August 28, 2000
SEQUOYAH - UNIT 2                                     3/4 9-5                         Amendment No. 199, 240, 251
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Insert 1

APPLICABILTY:

3.9.4.a.  Containment Building Equipment Door - During movement
of recently irradiated fuel within the containment.

3.9.4.b. and c.  Containment Building Airlock Doors and
Penetrations - During movement of irradiated fuel within the
containment.

Insert 2

ACTION:

1. With the requirements of the above specification not
satisfied for the containment building equipment door,
immediately suspend all operations involving movement of
recently irradiated fuel in the containment building.  The
provisions of Specification 3.0.3 are not applicable.

2. With the requirements of the above specification not
satisfied for containment airlock doors or penetrations,
immediately suspend all operations involving movement of
irradiated fuel in the containment building.  The provisions
of Specification 3.0.3 are not applicable.
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ENCLOSURE 3

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
SEQUOYAH PLANT (SQN)

UNITS 1 AND 2

Changes To Technical Specifications Bases Pages

I. AFFECTED PAGE LIST

Unit 1

B3/4 9-1

Unit 2

B3/4 9-1

 II. MARKED PAGES

See attached.
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3/4.9  REFUELING OPERATIONS

BASES

3/4.9.1 BORON CONCENTRATION
The limitations on reactivity conditions during REFUELING ensure that:  1) the reactor will remain

subcritical during CORE ALTERATIONS, and 2) a uniform boron concentration is maintained for reactivity
control in the water volume having direct access to the reactor vessel.  Maintaining the listed valves in the
closed position precludes an uncontrolled boron dilution accident by closing the flow paths for possible
sources of unborated water.  These limitations are consistent with the initial conditions assumed for the
boron dilution incident in the accident analyses.

3/4.9.2  INSTRUMENTATION
The OPERABILITY of the source range neutron flux monitors ensures that redundant monitoring

capability is available to detect changes in the reactivity condition of the core.

3/4.9.3  DECAY TIME
The minimum requirement for reactor subcriticality prior to movement of irradiated fuel

assemblies in the reactor pressure vessel ensures that sufficient time has elapsed to allow the radioactive
decay of the short lived fission products.  This decay time is consistent with the assumptions used in the
accident analyses.

3/4.9.4  CONTAINMENT BUILDING PENETRATIONS    significant ⇓
The requirements on containment building penetration closure and OPERABILITY ensure that a

release of radioactive material within containment will be restricted from leakage to the environment.  The
OPERABILITY and closure restrictions are sufficient to restrict radioactive material release from a fuel
element rupture based upon the lack of containment pressurization potential while in the REFUELING
MODE.  Containment penetrations that provide direct access from containment atmosphere to outside
atmosphere must be isolated on at least one side.  Isolation may be achieved by an OPERABLE
automatic isolation valve, or by a manual isolation valve, blind flange, or equivalent.  Equivalent isolation
methods must be approved and may include use of a material that can provide a temporary, atmospheric
pressure, ventilation barrier for containment penetrations during fuel movements.  Both sets of the
containment personnel airlock doors may be open during movement of irradiated fuel in containment
provided one train of Auxiliary Building Gas Treatment System (ABGTS) is available for manual operation.
The basis of this is that SQN is analyzed for a fuel handling accident (FHA) in either the containment or
the auxiliary building; however, a manual ABGTS start may be necessary for a containment FHA.  The
requirement for an airlock door to be capable of closure is provided to allow for long-term recovery from a
FHA in containment.
    Insert 2
The LCO is modified by a footnote allowing penetration flow paths with direct access from the containment
atmosphere to the Auxiliary Building Secondary Containment Enclosure (ABSCE) to be unisolated under
administrative controls.  These flow paths must be within the ABSCE structure or in qualified piping that
constitutes the ABSCE boundary and either terminate or have an isolation device within the ABSCE.
Administrative controls ensure that 1) appropriate personnel are aware of the open status of the
penetration flow path during movement of irradiated fuel assemblies within containment, 2) specified
individuals are designated and readily available to isolate the flow path in the event of an FHA, and 3) one
train of the ABGTS is OPERABLE in accordance with Technical Specification 3.9.12.  As discussed above
for the containment airlock doors, the basis for this allowance is the SQN analysis for an FHA in
containment or the auxiliary building and the potential need for a manual start of the ABGTS for an FHA in
containment.  This allowance is not applicable to the containment ventilation isolation flow paths because
of the potential motive force associated with the containment purge system that could result in additional
releases of radioactivity.  Additionally, this allowance is not applicable to those flow paths that terminate or
are routed outside the ABSCE in piping that does not meet the requirements for an ABSCE boundary.

August 28, 2000
SEQUOYAH - UNIT 1 B 3/4 9-1    Amendment No. 209, 249, 260

Insert 1
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3/4.9  REFUELING OPERATIONS

BASES

3/4.9.l  BORON CONCENTRATION
The limitations on reactivity conditions during REFUELING ensure that:  1) the reactor will remain

subcritical during CORE ALTERATIONS, and 2) a uniform boron concentration is maintained for reactivity
control in the water volume having direct access to the reactor vessel.  Maintaining the listed valves in the
closed position precludes an uncontrolled boron dilution accident by closing the flow paths for possible
sources of unborated water.  These limitations are consistent with the initial conditions assumed for the
boron dilution incident in the accident analyses.

3/4.9.2  INSTRUMENTATION
The OPERABILITY of the source range neutron flux monitors ensures that redundant monitoring

capability is available to detect changes in the reactivity condition of the core.

3/4.9.3  DECAY TIME
The minimum requirement for reactor subcriticality prior to movement of irradiated fuel

assemblies in the reactor pressure vessel ensures that sufficient time has elapsed to allow the radioactive
decay of the short lived fission products.  This decay time is consistent with the assumptions used in the
accident analyses.

3/4.9.4  CONTAINMENT BUILDING PENETRATIONS    significant ⇓
The requirements on containment building penetration closure and OPERABILITY ensure that a

release of radioactive material within containment will be restricted from leakage to the environment.  The
OPERABILITY and closure restrictions are sufficient to restrict radioactive material release from a fuel
element rupture based upon the lack of containment pressurization potential while in the REFUELING
MODE.  Containment penetrations that provide direct access from containment atmosphere to outside
atmosphere must be isolated on at least one side.  Isolation may be achieved by an OPERABLE
automatic isolation valve, or by a manual isolation valve, blind flange, or equivalent.  Equivalent isolation
methods must be approved and may include use of a material that can provide a temporary, atmospheric
pressure, ventilation barrier for containment penetrations during fuel movements.  Both sets of the
containment personnel airlock doors may be open during movement of irradiated fuel in containment
provided one train of Auxiliary Building Gas Treatment System (ABGTS) is available for manual operation.
The basis of this is that SQN is analyzed for a fuel handling accident (FHA) in either the containment or
the auxiliary building; however, a manual ABGTS start may be necessary for a containment FHA.  The
requirement for an airlock door to be capable of closure is provided to allow for long-term recovery from a
FHA in containment.
    Insert 2
The LCO is modified by a footnote allowing penetration flow paths with direct access from the containment
atmosphere to the Auxiliary Building Secondary Containment Enclosure (ABSCE) to be unisolated under
administrative controls.  These flow paths must be within the ABSCE structure or in qualified piping that
constitutes the ABSCE boundary and either terminate or have an isolation device within the ABSCE.
Administrative controls ensure that 1) appropriate personnel are aware of the open status of the
penetration flow path during movement of irradiated fuel assemblies within containment, 2) specified
individuals are designated and readily available to isolate the flow path in the event of an FHA, and 3) one
train of the ABGTS is OPERABLE in accordance with Technical Specification 3.9.12.  As discussed above
for the containment airlock doors, the basis for this allowance is the SQN analysis for an FHA in
containment or the auxiliary building and the potential need for a manual start of the ABGTS for an FHA in
containment.  This allowance is not applicable to the containment ventilation isolation flow paths because
of the potential motive force associated with the containment purge system that could result in additional
releases of radioactivity.  Additionally, this allowance is not applicable to those flow paths that terminate or
are routed outside the ABSCE in piping that does not meet the requirements for an ABSCE boundary.

August 28, 2000
SEQUOYAH - UNIT 2 B 3/4 9-1     Amendment No. 199, 240, 251
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Insert 1

 during movement of irradiated fuel.  The containment building equipment door must be
closed during movement of recently irradiated fuel (i.e., fuel that has occupied part of a
critical reactor core within the previous 100 hours)

Insert 2

During movement of irradiated fuel assemblies, a single normal or contingency
method to promptly close the containment building equipment door will be in place.
Such prompt methods need not completely block the penetration or be capable of
resisting pressure.  The purpose is to enable ventilation systems to draw the release
from a postulated fuel handling accident in the proper directions such that it can be
treated and monitored.
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ENCLOSURE 4

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
SEQUOYAH PLANT (SQN)

UNITS 1 AND 2

Westinghouse Electric Company
Radiological Consequences of Fuel Handling Accidents

for the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant Units 1 and 2

LTR-CRA-02-219


















