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. Nye County, Nevada would like to add rts vorce to that af the State of Nevada m calhng W e :-"»-, ‘
< or, full-scale testing of €ach‘cask desngn as’ part of the Package Performance Study to ;
“be: conducted for the Nuclear Regulatory Commrssron (NRC) by Sandra Natlonal - " Cte

- I Labgratories; Like the:State of Nevadawe do not feelthat demonstratron testlng of L
N ‘representatlve transportatron casks is, suff‘ cient. . P A \. Pl ._-'f-._f' LN
L e also }om the State in callrng for Full stakeholder partrcrpatron in such testmg We go R

.. further, howgver. n' March of 200274’ ‘réspofise; 10 an invitation to ‘make! suggestrons : -f R
T . with respéct {o'the’ Adwsory Commrttee on NuclearWaste s (ACNW) future work " ST

" program, Iwrote'to Chairman. Homberger urging full-scale’ cask testlng, ‘and further y' R

s, .urging that such full-scale testing'be, conducted in Nye County SeeAttachment L) R

- : There 5.4 greaf deal:of publlc concern and uncertamty surroundrng fhis area, jQ—‘ ~‘ ,’ IR
ST partlcularly regardrng the mtegnty of. shnppmg ‘casks arid their. abilify to wrthstand vanous “’*_ -
) -accident scénarios, Thaticoncern was heightened: by the events of September 11, 200‘}
and the posszbrllty albe:t remote of Similar attacks on. spent fuel. and hlgh level waste o
shlpments destined forYucca Mountam~ Complete openness and rnclusrveness in any ‘
P full-scale testing:is essentral o achrevmg publrc confrdence. Conductrng at leastsome Aan
Sor. T iof the tests in ‘Nye Ccrunty the end-poirit of all- shlpplng campalgns ‘Wil goa long way
toward addressrng the: legltlmate\concerns ‘and- questlons of resrdents along ‘e s
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Nye County

Department of Natural Resources & Federal Facilities

1210 E. Basin Rd. Ste. #6 « Pahrump, Nevada 89060
(175) 121-T121 - Fax (775) 721-7919

March 14, 2002
02-184-LB (L)

George W. Homberger, Chair
Advisory Commitiee on Nuclear Waste
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington D.C. 20555-0001

Feed Back on the Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste Performance
Dear bhairman Hornberger:

At the request of the Committee’s staff we once again very gladly take the opportunity to
provide our feedback on the Committee’s performance, particularly the effectiveness of
its interactions with Nye County, and to provide some suggestions for the work plan for
the next three years.
4

The performance \3ve in Nye County have observed in the last year has been quite
satisfactory. While we have not had either the time or the resources to attend every
meeting, the ones members of the Nye County Nuclear Waste Repository Office
(NWRPO) staff or contractor team have attended have been on point and effective in
critically examining important aspects of the Depart of Energy's (DOE) activities in the
Yucca Mountain program, and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff's
oversight of those activities as well as its pre-licensing interactions with the DOE. We
can say the same regarding the work praduct produced as a result of those meetings
and the remainder of the Committee’s work.

The same is true of our interactions with the Committee and its staff in our own very
active oversight role as the prospective host county for any Yucca Mountain repository,
as well as in our Independent Scientific Investigations Program. In fact, elements of a
new 5-Year grant application the county recently submitted to the DOE were suggested
by the Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste (ACNW). We also appreciate the
ACNW's continued commitment lo meet at least once each year in Nevada, and
encourage you to hold those meetings in Nye County.

We do have some suggestions for the Committee’s future work program. First, we
encourage you to continue your important work in the area of the quality and
completeness of the DOE Total System Performance Assessment, particularly in the
appropriate application of risk assessment principles. | am sure that is the position of
others as well and will remain within your future work scope.
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Regional hydrology, or the uncertainties surrounding flow downgradient from Yucca
Mountain, remain important. We will be devoting a significant portion of our ISIP to that -
area, and encourage the ACNW to continue its waork on the issues arising from those
uncertainties as well.

Now that it appears that Yucca Mountain may be moving into a pre-licensing phase,
design of the potential repository, and particularly ventitation, or the difference between
the High Temperature Operating Mode (HTOM) and Low Temperature Operating Mode
(LTOM) takes on even more significance. We strongly encourage the Committee to fook
closely at this area in your future work.

F mally, transportatlon and pamcularly cask safety is an area of very great, and
growing, public concern. There is, as you are well aware, a great deal of conflicting
information constantly brought to the public's attention on the ability of shipping casks to
withstand certain accident scenarios. This concern has, of course, been heightened in
light of the 2001 terrorist attacks, and the possibility of similar attacks on spent fuel and
high-level waste shipments destined for Yucca Mountain. | thirtk it would be very useful
for the ACNW {o devote time to examining this area in the next three years, before any
transportation campaign actually commences. Indeed, | would urge you to consider
going so far as to hold, or sponsor, a full-scale cask test, or demonstration, in Nye
County, in order to address the concerns and questions of the residents along the
potential transportation routes, and those in the immediate vicinity of Yucca Mountain.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide this input, and look forward to continuing Nye
County’s productive relationship with the ACNW in the coming year.

Very truly yours,
NYE COUNTY NEVADA

v%m&g

LesW Bradshaw
Department Manager

LB/vt .
cc:  Nye County Commissioners

Nye County Manager

Mal Murphy

Dale Hammermeister
Richard Savio (ACNW Staff)
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