
January 2, 2003

Karen Cleveland
Emergency Response Coordinator
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Department of Health and Human Services
Atlanta, GA 30333 

Dear Ms. Cleveland:

Please find enclosed a letter from Dr. Carol Marcus to Chairman Meserve dated
October 24, 2002, in which she proposes the development of a comprehensive list of specific
gamma ray dose constants for adults and children of different body builds for a variety of
radionuclides.  Dr. Marcus proposes the development of this list for use by medical emergency
response teams as a triage tool to identify and segregate victims with significant internal
contamination.

In our view, Dr. Marcus’ suggestion addresses an emergency response issue that falls
within the responsibility of the Federal Radiological Preparedness Coordinating Committee.  In
that connection, we understand that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is chairing
a multi-agency Workgroup that was recently formed to identify tasks that need to be addressed
in the area of radiological response.  As we understand that this Workgroup is addressing the
issue of screening potentially contaminated individuals in such a situation, we are forwarding
Dr. Marcus’ letter to you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

/RA/

E. Vincent Holahan, Ph.D.
Senior Technical Advisor
Division of Systems Analysis and 
   Regulatory Effectiveness
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

Enclosure: As stated
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