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U S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COWM SSI ON
+ + + + +
R E. G NNA NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
LI CENSE RENEWAL APPLI CATI ON
ENVI RONMVENTAL SCOPI NG PROCESS
+ + + + +
PUBLI C MEETI NG - EVENI NG SESSI ON
+ + + + +
Wednesday,
Novenber 6, 2002

+ + + + +

The neeting was held at 7:00 p.m at the

Betty Rissberger Conmunity Room \Webster

Publ i c

Li brary, 980 Ri dge Road, Wbster, NY, Chip Caneron

Facilitator, presiding.
PRESENT:
CH P CAMERQON, FACI LI TATOR
JOHN TAPPERT
ROBERT SCHAAF
RUSS ARRI GHI
FRANK G LLESPI E

KENNETH KOLACZYK
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(7:00 p.m)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Good eveni ng,
everyone. W are goingto get startedwith tonight’s
neeting. M nanme is Chip Cameron, |’ m the Speci al
Counsel for Public Liaison, inthe Ofice of Cenera
Counsel at the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssi on.

And | would like to welconme you to the
Nucl ear Regulatory Conmission’s public neeting
t oni ght . And it really is your neeting, it is a
public neeting. And the topic that we are going to
tal k about tonight is the NRC s review of a request
that we received fromRochester Gas and Electric, to
renew the operating license for the G nna Nucl ear
Power Pl ant.

And ny job tonight will be to serve as
your facilitator for the neeting, andinthat rolel’m
going totry to help all of you to have a productive
nmeet i ng.

You wi | | hear sone nore detail on what the
obj ectives of the neeting are tonight. But basically
we want to nake sure that we clearly explainthe NRC s
review process on this license application that we
received, and to hear your comment s, your

reconmendat i ons, your advi ce on what the scope of the
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environnental review should be for this |Iicense
application, what types of infornmation should we | ook
at, what types of inpacts should we consider, what
alternatives should be | ooked at.

You will be able to submt witten
comments on these issues, if you want, and the Staff
will tell you howto do that. But we are here to talk
to you in person tonight. And |et nme enphasize, that
anything that you say tonight will carry the sane
weight as a witten comment that we receive.

In terms of the format for the neeting,
basically, we are going to have two parts to the
neeting. The first part is to give you information
about the NRC s review process for |icense renewal,
and answer your questions on that process.

The second part of the neeting is to give
you an opportunity to give us sone nore formal
comments on these i ssues, and we will ask you to cone
up here to address us |l ater on tonight.

The ground rules are real sinple. If you
have sonet hing that you want to say, just signal ne
and I will bring you this talking stick, and pl ease
gi ve us your nane and affiliation, if appropriate.

We are taking atranscript of the nmeeting,

that is the record of the neeting, that wll be
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avai l abl e to anybody who wants to get a copy of it.
| woul d ask that only one person speak at a tinme, so
that we can give our full attention to whonever has
the floor.

Athirdgroundrule, try to be concise, if
possible. | think we are going to have plenty of tine
tonight, but I do want to make sure that we get to
hear everybody who wants to talk. So try to be as
brief as you can. | knowthis is a conplicated issue,
so that can be difficult.

Wien we get to the formal comments, a
guideline that | would li ke everybody to followis to
try to keep it inthe five to seven m nute range. |If
you go over that is fine, and | don’t think we wll
have a problemwith that, but try to follow a five
m nut e gui del i ne.

In ternms of the agenda for tonight's
neeti ng, what we are going to be covering, and who is
going to be giving presentations, we are going to
start off with M. John Tappert, who is right here,
who is going to give you a brief wel cone.

And | asked John to do that because he is
t he section | eader of the Environnental Sectioninthe
Li cense Renewal and Environnental |npacts Program

within the Ofice of Nuclear Reactor Regul ati on.
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John’ s staff are responsi bl e for doing al |
of the environnmental reviews for any appli cations t hat
we get for |license renewal, such as the one that we
received for the G nna plant, but al so for other types
of environnmental reviews, other types of facilities.

And in way of background, John been with
the agency for approximately 11 years, he was a
resi dent inspector at operating nucl ear power pl ants.
He has a bachel or’ s i n ocean and aer ospace engi neeri ng
from Virginia Tech, and a naster’'s degree in
envi ronnment al engineering from Johns Hopki ns
Uni versity.

W are goingto goto Russ Arrighi, whois
ri ght here. And Russ is going to give you the
overview of the license renewal eval uation process,
the safety review, the environnmental review, how al
that fits together

And after Russ is done we will go out to
you for questions. Russ is the project manager for
the safety evaluation on the Gnna |icense renewa
application. And he will tell you what goes into t hat
safety eval uation

Russ has al so been with the agency for
about 11 years. Before that he was at the Norfolk

Naval Shi pyard. He has served, as has John, as a
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resi dent inspector at operating nucl ear power pl ants.
And in terns of educational background, Russ has a
bachel or’ s i n chem cal engi neering fromthe University
of Rhode I sl and.

So we will go out for questions after
that. Then we are going to come back for a final
presentation, and we are going to go to Bob Schaaf,
who i s right up here. Bob Schaaf, who is right here.

Bob is the project nanager on the
envi ronnental revi ewsi de of the G nnalicense renewal
application. | didn't nention it, but Russ is the
proj ect manager on the safety part of that reviewfor
the G nna application.

Bob is going to tell you about the
envi ronmental review process that the NRC conducts,
and he has been with the NRC for about 12 years. He
has been a project mnmanager for various nuclear
reactors. These are the NRC staff that are
responsible for supervising activities at that
reactor, along with our resident i nspectors, and we do
have our residents with us tonight.

And Bob has worked at, | guess it is
Charl est on Naval Shi pyard. He has a bachel or’ s degree

i n mechani cal engi neering fromGeorgia Tech. So that
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8
is going to be the NRC teamwho i s going to be naking
presentations.

We have ot her NRCfol ks here t o answer any
guestions that you m ght have. | would just thank all
of you for being here with us tonight, for taking the
time to help us with this inportant deci sion.

The Staff of the NRC, and al so our expert
consul tants, who you will hear nore about, will be
here after the neeting to tal k about any issues that
you m ght want to tal k about.

And with that | woul d ask John to cone up
and start us off. Thanks, John.

MR,  TAPPERT: Well, good evening, and
wel come. My name i s John Tappert, and |’ mthe Secti on
Chief of the Environnental Section in the Ofice of
Nucl ear React or Regul ation. And on behalf of the NRC
| would I'ike to thank everyone for com ng out tonight,
and participating in our process.

As Chip said, there are several things we
woul d i ke to cover today. | would like to briefly go
over the purposes of today’s neeting.

First of all, we want to provide a brief
overview of the entire license renewal process, and

this includes both the safety review, as well as the
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envi ronnental review, whichis the principal focus of
t oday’ s neeting.

Then we will give you sone additional
i nf ormati on about our environnmental review, whichwll
assess the environmental inpacts associated wth
extending the operating life of Gnna for an
addi ti onal 20 years.

W will give you an idea of the issues
that we are going to look at, the schedule that we
will follow, and the opportunities for the public to
participate in that process.

At the conclusion of the staff’s
presentation we wi Il be happy to recei ve any questi ons
or comrents that you may have today.

But first, | et me provi de some cont ext for
the entire license renewal process. The Atom c Energy
Act gives the NRC the authority to issue operating
licenses to comercial nuclear power plants for a
peri od of 40 years.

For G nna that operating license wll
expire in 2009. Qur regul ations al so nake provi si ons
for extendi ng that operatinglicense for an additi onal
20 years, as part of the license renewal program And

RGE has requested |license renewal for G nna.
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As part of the NRC s review of that
|l i cense renewal application we will be conducting an
environmental inpact statenent. The initial part of
that is called the scoping process, where we identify
those issues which will require the greatest focus
during our review.

And t he pri nci pal purpose of this neeting,
here today, is to receive your input into that scoping
pr ocess.

And with that | would |ike to ask Russ to
wal k us t hrough the safety portion of |icense renewal .

MR. ARRIGHI: Thank you, John. As John
mentioned, my nane is Russ Arrighi, |I’mthe project
manager for the safety review portion of the |icense
renewal applicationfor the G nna nucl ear power plant.

The license renewal application is
essentially broken down into two parallel paths.
There is a safety review, which I’min charge of, and
there is also an environnmental review

The safety reviewessentially focus onthe
review and the inspection of the aging nmanagenent
programns for passive long-Ilived structure systens and
conmponents. And the reason why the Comm ssion felt
t hat t hese prograns shoul d be the focus of the license

renewal regulation, is because the current regul atory
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process already ensures that the current I|icensing
basi s i s maintained.

And things |ike energency planning, and
security plans are acceptably i npl emented. Now, there
are conmponents and systens that need to be constantly
attended to. However, the mai nt enance processes don’t
explicitly I ook at the design capability to cope with
| ong-term degradati on of equi pnent.

So the renewal application focuses on
those inspection progranms, and the maintenance

practices that are used to maintain the margins of

safety.

The second review process is the
environnmental review, which Bob Schaaf will discuss
shortly. | also want to nmention that there is an

i ndependent revi ewconduct ed by t he Advi sory Conmittee
on Reactor Safeguards, or ACRS

They review the renewal application, as
well as the staff’s safety evaluation. The Commttee
reports their findings directly to the Conmm ssion.

This figure, which is probably a little
hard to see, but you have in your handout,
denonstrates the |icense renewal process. The upper
portion, we have the safety review, and the | ower, we

have the environnmental review
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As you can see fromthe illustration, the
Staff’s reviewof the applicationresults in a safety
eval uation report. That report is then reviewed by
t he Advi sory Comrittee on Reactor Safety, ACRS. And,
again, as | nentioned, they performtheir own revi ew
of the application, in addition to our safety
eval uati on.

The ACRS wi Il then hold a public neeting,
that neeting is transcribed, oral and witten
statenents can be provided during that neeting, in
accordance with the instruction described in the
notice in the Federal Register.

In parallel with the safety review, the
staff perforns a review of the environnmental inpact
for continued operation of the plant. And, as Bob
Schaaf will discuss later, the staff will issue an
envi ronnent al inpact statenment onthe facility, after
it conpletes that review

Now, the NRC s licensing process also
includes a process for public involvenment through
hearings. These hearings are conducted by a panel of
Adm ni strative Law Judges, who are called the Atomc

Saf ety and Licensing Board, or ASLB.
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That process requires a petition to be
submitted to hold hearings. However, there were no
petitions to intervene for the G nna proceedi ngs.

At the end of the reviewprocess the final
safety evaluation report, the final environnmental
I mpact st at enent s, the results of the NRC
i nspecti ons, and ACRS recommendat i ons, are used by t he
Agency in determning whether we should grant the
i cense application, the renewal application.

Thr oughout t he process, interested nmenbers
of the public who are concerned about nucl ear safety
i ssues can raise those issues in various public
nmeeti ngs.

Ther e are neetings on particul ar techni cal
i ssues which are normal Iy held in the NRC headquarters
in Rockville, Maryland. However, there are occasions
where we may cone in the local area to hold those
nmeeti ngs.

Al so, at the end of our inspection, the
result of that inspectionwll be heldlocally inthe
area, and the public is invited to attend those
nmeeti ngs.

In addition to those neetings, the staff
holds two sets of public nmeetings to discuss the

envi ronnental aspects of the application. There are
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two neetings held on the scoping review, and today,
this is the second of those two neetings.

And al so there are two neetings that are
held on the results of the review, during which the
public can provi de comments.

Essentially that is a brief overview of
the I|icense renewal process. Il will now take
guestions regardi ng that.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Thank you, Russ.
Are there questions on the process, anything that we
could explain a little bit nore fully?

Yes, sir, if you could just give us your

nane, please?

MR. ARNOLD: Charles Arnold. I'malittle
confused as to who does the on-site inspection. |Is
that -- where does that cone fron? And then on the

basis of that, of the evaluation reports, seemto be
peopl e r eadi ng paper, rel ati ve to sonebody el se sayi ng
it is all wonderful.

MR ARRI CGHI : The inspections are
conducted by the NRC staff, normally for G nna that
will be Region One inspectors, there nay also be
i nspectors from sonme of our other regions.

Regardi ng the review of the application,

the safety review as you nentioned, that is
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essentially a review of the application that the
| i censee does provide us. Fromthat revi ewwe do cone
up with questions that we have fromthe application

At that point in tinmne we wll hold
meetings wwththeutility, or with the Applicant. And
also if there are other questions, as part of the
i nspection on site we will forward those questions to
the NRC i nspectors, who will then reviewthe results
at the site.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Does t hat strai ghten
out a little bit of the confusion?

MR, ARNCLD: Yes.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. And if you
have any nore questions on that, just feel free to ask
them | thought maybe we shoul d t ake t he opportunity
to introduce our senior resident at the G nna plant.

And nmaybe you could just tell them a
little bit about what the resi dent does, that m ght be
usef ul .

MR. KOLACZYK: Thanks, Chip. M nane is
Ken Kol aczyk, |1’ mthe seni or resi dent i nspector of the
G nna station.

And basically the daily life of an
i nspector involves comng to the facility, going to

the control room | ooking -- assessing how the plant
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i s operating, then perform ng independent inspections
of theutility, howthey are perform ng mai nt enance on
the facility, how well they are operating it.

And also, as you asked the question,
perform docunent reviews, verifying that docunents
that have been submitted to the NRC are, in fact,
accurate and trut hful

It is an ongoing process. | have an
assi stant working for ne, and we are both covering the
plant. W have free access to the facility, we can
come on any, various hours. | will cone in on a back
shift to watch sone of the testing that is done on
m dni ght shifts, during the weekends and hol i days.

And generally if thereis any i ssue at all
| have pagers, beepers, and I'mcalled and | wll
respond to the facility. So |l could go into nmuch nore
detail, but I think | only have five m nutes to talk,
sol will hold to that.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch.
Qur residents are the NRC on-site presence at the
plant, and in the community, also.

O her questions on the safety aspects of
t he revi ew?

(No response.)
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  All right. Thank
you very mnuch

MR. ARRI GHI : If there are no other
guestions | will turnit over to Bob Schaaf to di scuss
t he environnmental review

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  All right.

MR. SCHAAF: Thank you, Chip, thank you
Russ.

My nane is Bob Schaaf, l"’m the
environnmental project manager for the G nna |icense
renewal application. |’mgoingto spend afewm nutes
di scussi ng the environnental review process, and how
you can participate in that process.

The Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act, or
NEPA, was enacted in 1969, and requires all federal
agencies to use a systematic approach to consider
envi ronnent al inpacts during certain decision-making
proceedi ngs.

NEPA i s a di scl osure tool which invol ves
the public. It involves the process in which
information is gathered to enabl e federal agencies to
make informed decisions. And then, as part of that
process, we docunent that information and invite

public participation to evaluate it.
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The NEPA process for license renewal
results in an environnental inpact statement, also
called an EI'S, which describes the results of the
detailed review we do to eval uate the environnental
i mpacts of a proposed action that may significantly
affect the quality of the human environment.

As part of our review, we al so consider
the environmental inpacts of alternatives to the
proposed action. These alternatives include the no-
action alternative, which nmeans sinply not approving
the license renewal request, in this case, and
construction and operation of replacenent power
generating facilities.

The NRC considered the environnental
i mpacts of renewi ng nuclear power plant operating
licenses for up to 20 years, in the GCeneric
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenment for Li cense Renewal of
Nucl ear Pl ants.

Qur catal og nunber for that i s NUREG 1437,
al so known as the CEI'S, or cormonly referred to as t he
GElS. Inthe GEIS, the Staff identified and assessed
92 environnental issues related to |icense renewal .

Wth regard to these issues the Staff
concluded that the environnmental inpacts for 69 of

these issues, referred to in the GEIS as category 1
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i ssues, were adequately addressed for all plants, and
woul d not need to be addressed for individual |icense
renewal applications.

Additional plant specific review is
required for the remaining 23 issues, and for any
category 1 issue for which new and significant
information is identified.

New and significant information can be
identified by the applicant, inthis case R&E, by the
NRC, or through public comments that we recei ve during
t he scopi ng process. These plant specific reviews are
to be included in a supplenent to the CElS.

At this point we are in the process of
gathering information we need to prepare the
supplenent tothe GEIS. In particular, at this stage,
we are performng what we call scoping.

The NRC i s having this nmeeting as part of
our scopi ng process for the purpose of providing you,
and ot her government agencies, with an opportunity to
provide us with any information that you believe may
have sonme bearing on our environnental eval uation.

In particular we are looking for
information that nmay not be readily available, or
envi ronnental concerns that you m ght have, that may

not have been addressed by RGE i n their applicati on.
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Thi s slide describes the objective of our
environmental review. As stated here the Staff is
trying to determ ne whet her the adverse environnent al
i mpacts of license renewal, for RE Gnna, are so
great, that preserving the option of |icense renewal
for energy planning decision nakers would be
unr easonabl e.

To paraphrase, we are trying to determ ne
whet her or not renewing the Gnna license for an
addi ti onal 20 years is acceptable from an
envi ronnent al st andpoi nt.

| want to enphasize that if we decide, in
the end, that |icense renewal is acceptable from an
envi ronnment al perspective, all that neans is that RGE
will have the option to operate G nna for up to an
addi ti onal 20 years.

The NRC doesn’t determ ne whether they
actual Iy operate for those addi ti onal 20 years. Those
decisions wll be mde by R&E, and by State
regul at ors.

It is possible that the utility could
determne, after all of this, that it is not
econom cal |y feasi bl e to continue operatingthe plant.

That is their decision.
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This slide gives alittle nore detail on
the schedule tine line of our environmental review
process. RG&E s application was received on August
1st of this year.

On Cctober 10th we i ssued a notice of our
i ntent to performscopi ng, whi ch we are doi ng now, and
our intent to develop an environnmental i npact
statenent for the proposed action.

W are currently inadata gathering phase
to determ ne the environnental inpacts of renewi ngthe
license. After that we will develop a draft of the
envi ronnental inpact statement, which we expect to
i ssue for public comment in June of next year.

W will cone back to this area in August
of next year for another public nmeeting, total k about
the results of our review, and to give you an
opportunity to provi de us any corments you nay have on
our draft docunent.

After receiving and evaluating those
comments, we wi ||l then devel op the final environment al
i npact statenent, which we expect to i ssue in January
of 2004.

Yesterday, we went to the site to get

famliar with the lay of the land, exam ne plant
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features of particular interest, and observe first-
hand how the site interacts with the environnent.

Thi s week we are gat hering information for
evaluation from a nunber of different sources,
i ncluding the docunents sent to us by RG&E, and by
revi ewi ng docunents contained at | ocal agencies, and
in archives in the area.

W al so are neeting, and correspondi ng,
with Federal, State, Native American, and other
Federal agenci es, and i nterested peopl e fromthe | ocal
conmmuni ty, who nmay have information that will hel p us
in our environmental eval uation.

W wll also consider all coments
received fromthe public during the comment period,
whi ch is open until Decenber 11th.

Qur team focuses on nany environnent al
topics. This slide shows the range of areas we are
revi ewi ng. |npacts consideredinclude everythingfrom
air quality to water use and quality, to effects on
plants and wildlife.

W also look at what we cal
soci oecononi cs, how does the plant affect people’s
lives economically. And we consider environnental
justice, which focuses our attention on the question

of whether there are mnority, or |low incone
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popul ation groups, that may be disproportionately
i npacted by the proposed |icense renewal .

To prepare for the review we have
assenbl ed a teamof NRC staff wi th backgrounds in the
specific technical and scientific disciplinesrequired
to performthese environnmental reviews.

In addition, and to supplenent the
techni cal expertise of the staff, we have engaged t he
assi stance of several national | aboratories to ensure
t hat we have a wel | -rounded know edge base to perform
our review.

W have put together a team of about 15
people to conduct this review. And many of themare
here today to hear what you have to say, and to be
avail abl e to answer any questions you have.

To sumuarize a few key dates from an
earlier slide our scheduleis to conplete the scoping
process by Decenber 11th, when the public coment
peri od ends.

After that, as | indicated, we will issue
our draft environnental inpact statenent in June of
2003, and we expect to issue a final docunment in
January of 2004.

If you would |i ke a copy of these reports

sent directly to you, be sure and | eave your nane and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24
mai | i ng address with the regi strati on desk, by putting
your nane and address on one of the blue cards.

This slide provides ny phone nunber in
case you have additional questions after you |eave
today. |’'mthe designated point of contact, within
the NRC, for the environnmental portion of the |icense
renewal review.

Russel | Arrighi, who spoke previously, is
project manager for the safety evaluation report.
Al t hough 1> mprovidi ng ny phone nunber here, we still
need to get your conments in a form that we can
docunent, either inwiting, or as Chip has i ndi cated,
t hrough comrents gi ven here at this neeting, whichis
bei ng transcri bed.

The transcript will becone the witten
record of your comrents. Arrangenents have been nade
for the docunments associated with the environnental
review to be available to you locally. These
docunents are | ocated at the Ontari o and t he Rochest er
public libraries.

Al so docunents are avail abl e through our
i nternet webpage. After this neeting comrents can be
submtted by mail, in person, or by email.

You can send specific witten comments to

us at the address shown. You can stop by in person,
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i f you happen to be in the Rockville, Maryland area.
Not t oo many peopl e t ake advant age of that option, but
it is available. You can also submit comments by
email to the address indicated, and that s
G nnaEl S@r c. gov.

Thi s concl udes our fornal presentation on
the review processes. In closing I would like to
t hank you, along with Chip, John, and Russ, for your
attention during our presentations, and for your
attendance at today’ s neeting.

Public participationis aninmportant part
of the license renewal process, and it is especially
| mpor t ant for our environmental review, as your
know edge of the area can provide val uabl e insights.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very much,

Bob. How about questions about the review? Yes,
sir.

MR. SHEARS: M nane i s Don Shears, | |ive
in Ontario. | understand the process you are going

through, at this point in tinme, and you are going to
i ssue a report in January of 2004.

What, and the license renewal is up in
2009. |I'mjust curious as to what your participation

is fromthat period on, until the end of their |icense

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

26

in 2009, and how you woul d continue to i nvestigate the
envi ronnent, and inpact of the area?

MR. SCHAAF: The licensee is required to
subm t annual reports of environnental nonitoringthat
t hey perform both for non-radiol ogi cal inpacts, and
t he i npacts, any potential inpacts fromradiol ogical
effluents, and they nmaintain a sanpling program

They noni tor any rel eases that occur from
the site. So they submt the reports, we review
t hose, we have an i nspection, | believe, maybe Ken can
speak to this, as part of the core inspection program
that | ooks at their environnental nonitoring.

And, in particular, it looks at their
effluent and radiol ogical environnental nonitoring
progr ans.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Does that answer
your question? Does anybody el se fromthe NRC want to
add anything el se on this?

MR.  KOLACZYK: No, that is a great
expl anation. W do periodic inspections, we have one
schedul ed this Decenber, to |ook at environmental
rel eases and sonme of the reports. It is an ongoing

process.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: kay, so that
i nspection, just tell us a bit, for the record, about
t he Decenber inspection.

MR.  KOLACZYK: Vell, as was already
i ndi cated, we do, as part of the routine inspection
program we do look at, we do perform our own
i ndependent reviewof theutility' s effluent rel eases
by perform ng routine inspections.

And, in fact, we do have one scheduled in
the first week i n Decenber, where we have an i nspect or
fromour regional officein King of Prussia to | ook at
some of the environnental reports that the utility
submtted to us for review ng.

He, in this instance, will cone on site
for a week and assess those reports, and any other
issues that may rise out of his review, such as a
routi ne programthat goes on.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch.
Any other questions on the license renewal review
process? Yes, go ahead and introduce yourself.

MR, G LLESPIE: |I'mFrank Gllespie, I'm
Deputy Director of the Division of Regulatory
| mpr ovenent Prograns.

And let ne see if | can answer a part of

the question that | don’t think got answered yet. And
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that is what I’m going to call the irrelevance of
2009.

In the |licensing process, what you
actual ly see happening here, is a relicensing of the
facility. And when anewlicenseisissuedit will be
issued for a term that goes 20 years beyond the
original license.

The original license 1is, therefore,
conpletely replaced. And it will be replaced with new
commitnents and conditions that theutility has put in
this application, which will be in addition to its
current |icense.

So, quite honestly, once we get past the
i ssuance of the newlicense, the old |icense has gone
away. So 2009 becomes not relevant. And, as Ken
said, we then roll back into the normal nonitoring
process of day to day, which is just what exists
t oday.

Did that answer it?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you f or addi ng
that, Frank. Let’s go over to John. And, John, if
you could just give us your nanme and affiliation?

MR. GREENBAUM M nane i s Jon G eenbaum
I"mwith Metro Justice, and thanks for your answer.

But actually it raised a question for nme, which was

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

t he origi nal application was for two nucl ear reactors
back in the "60s, and that is currently a possibility
for R&E, if they thought it was econonmically
f easi bl e.

That is, at |east, ny understanding, |
tal ked to Joe Wday, earlier. But nowyou are saying
the new |icense would change that? O would that
still -- like, here is the scenario.

R&E i s relicensed, RGE sel | s t he nucl ear
plant, and nmy understanding is that because it was
spec’d out for two plants, that then the people who
bought it, the energy conpany, would be able to build
anot her one, it would be a possibility.

Does the relicensing change that?

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: There i s a coupl e of
noving parts to this question, and one part is, even
t hough there were two pl ants originally contenpl at ed,
can we address that aspect of it?

And then | think the second aspect is, as
we heard thi s afternoon, what are the inplications, if
any, between |icense renewal, either grant or denial,
and what is called the early site permt process,
where utilities mght try to come in and bank a
portion of a site for a future plant.

Who woul d i ke to start us off with that?
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MR. TAPPERT: Regarding, | guess the first
one was, it was scoped out for two units originally.
And there were a nunber of sites around the country
whi ch were originally planned for nore units than were
actually built.

They don’t have any special status as far
as building new plants at any given tine. I f an
Applicant were to apply to build and operate a nucl ear
power plant, it would have to cone to the agency, and
go through all the reviews that woul d be required of
any new site.

So there is no special status, and
certainly license renewal doesn’t convey any
additional status to the site, as well. It only
applies tothe unit that is there, it will be given a
i cense to 2029.

If they were to apply to build a new power
pl ant there, we woul d do anot her envi ronnental i npact
statenent, we would do another safety review, and we
woul d | ook at those in the context of the environnment
as it is.

So we | ook at the cumnul ative inpacts of
the new project, as well as the existing plant. So
does that cover your question? |s that consistent,

Fr ank?
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MR G LLESPIE: Yes.
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  Thank you. O her
guestions about the |icense renewal process, and what

i s going to be happening in the future, the NRC s rol e

in this?
Yes, sir, and give us your nanme, again.
MR. ARNOLD: Charles Arnold. |’ mcurious
as to whether or not the original |icense had sone

kind of alife span predicted for this facility? Also
|"mvery interested i n whet her or not the environment
has been taken into account in ternms of what happens
t o exhausted fuel.

" mnot good on term nol ogy, | assune you
can predict what |'mtal king about?

MR. SCHAAF: | under st and.

MR. ARNOLD: | assune that before we had
this plant we did not have this as a problem

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Fi rst questi on goes
tothe original licenseterm And | think it m ght be
i mportant to tell people why, what that original
license termmneans in terns of safety, why was that
sel ect ed.

And then there i s the spent fuel question.

Bob, do you want to start us off on the first one?
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MR. SCHAAF: 1’|l take arun at that. The
Atom c Energy Act permitted, restricted | guess |
shoul d say, license terns to 40 years. That is not a

saf ety determ nati on, per se.

| believe it was nore based on antitrust
considerations. And so that is the basis for the 40
year term That is not to say, you know, the plant
has been mai ntai ned, and parts replaced, and part of
the reviewthat will be conducted is whether, on the
safety side is really Russ’ area, but part of the
review will |ook at the aging of structures and
conmponents that have not undergone replacenent, to
ensure that they are capable of operating for the
addi ti onal 20 year period.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: So the 40 years on
G nna woul d be 1969 to 2009?

MR. SCHAAF: To 2009. And it is not a
design life of the facility, it was -- the 40 year
termis based ontherestrictions inthe Atom c Energy
Act .

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And the second
guestion has to do with, it was M. Arnold used the
phrase exhausted fuel, but the termwe use is spent
fuel that cones out of the reactor. Maybe it woul d be

useful to just give people a brief overview of how do
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we regulate spent fuel, where is it going to
eventual ly go to.

| think that is what you want to know?

MR, ARNCLD: Yes.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. M ke Masni Kk,
NRC staff.

MR,  MASNI K: Yes, M ke Masni k. Spent
fuel, of course, is produced as the plant operates.
And when these plants were initially licensed the
expectation was that there woul d be a high | evel waste
repository to ship the fuel for permanent disposal.

|’ msure nost peopl e here know about the
ongoing efforts to license a facility, and it is
called the Yucca Mouuntain facility.

The licensee has, at least initially,
shi pped sone of its fuel, when it first started
operating, to a facility here in New York state.
However, that facility closed. So the spent fuel that

has been generated since that tine is being stored on-

site.

Again, the expectation is that at sone
future date there wll be a high level waste
repository that that fuel will be shipped to. Sone

utilities have, quite frankly, run out of room to
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store their spent fuel, and have placed the fuel in
dry storage in facilities on-site.

My understanding is that the | i censee has
a number of years before that is a consideration here.
Soit is sort of atrade-off. If the highlevel waste
repository becomes operational they will be able to
ship it there.

If it is sonehowdel ayed, they may have to
make provisions to store it either el sewhere or on
site for sone extended period of tine.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  And M ke, just one
footnote to that. |If the licensee wants to do dry
storage, is that sonething that the NRC -- could you
just talk about what the NRC s role is in that?

MR. MASNI K: A nunber of facilities have,
quite frankly, run out of room and have to store the
fuel on-site. It normally is stored in a pool on the
site, in the spent fuel pool. Wen they run out of
room they typically take the ol dest fuel that has
cooled the nost, and place it in dry storage.

And that fuel, then, is placed inside of
a container, which is hernetically sealed, and
shi el ded, and placed in an | SFSI, another jargon. It

i s an i ndependent spent fuel storage installation.
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And that is an on-site pad where the fuel
is stored in these containers, inside the shielded
over packs. And, again, the expectation is that in
the future they will be able to transfer that fuel to
the high | evel waste repository.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: And the NRC has to
approve this independent spent fuel st orage
installation. Thank you.

O her questions?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Al | right, thank you
Bob, thanks, Russ. W are going to go to the second
part of the meeting now, which is where we want to
hear fromyou, any comments that you want to give us
on these issues.

And | would like to go to the I ocal
officials, governnent officials first, and we are
fortunate to have M. Dick Cark with us, who is the
supervisor fromthe town of Ontario.

And, Dick, | just would welcome you to
talk to us.

MR. CLARK: | always introduce nmyself as
Dick Cdark fromAneri can Bandst and. Those of you t hat

are ol d enough know what that is.
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| debatedalittlebit, with myself, about
whet her | shoul d say sonet hi ng toni ght, but sonme of ny
t own board nenbers convinced ne that | shoul d speak
| actually prepared sonething, soit will be easier if
| try toread it.

Good evening, ny nanme is Dick Cark, you
al ready know that, I’ mthe supervisor of the town of
Ontario. I1'velivedinOntario for over 40 years, and
for the 30 plus years that RG&E has been operating t he
pl ant on Lake Road in Ontari o.

It islocated approximately two m | es west

of me, and |’ mon the Lake Shore, as well. And when
the |leaves are off the trees in the fall | can
actually see the lights of the plant, so |I'm

relatively close to it.

During this period of tine that the pl ant
has been in operation | have had no concerns for ny
safety, nor those of nmy famly. RG&E has expressed
their comm tnent to safe operation of the plant, and
| believe the conpany enpl oyees feel the sane way.

However, if the Gnna plant is sold to
another entity, | would Iike to be assured that the
new owner is as committed to the saf e operati on of the
plant as RGE is. And, of course, that is sonething

we don’t know at this point in tine.
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Earlier this year, | went on tour of the
G nna pl ant to hear about their increased security in
i ght of what happened in New York City on Septenber
11th of |last year. " m convinced that they take
security seriously, and are well prepared.

As the downsi de, the hei ghtened security
has rui ned the great fishing that is in the warmwater
plume that exits the plant. Small nouth bass fishing
there is trenendous. However, now that we are
restricted to a half mle offshore, that good fishing
spot is no longer available, so | can’t buzz down
there in ny boat and fish any nore.

Wayne County and the Gnna plant run
periodic drills to evaluate and fine tune the
energency managenent systemthat will | ook after our
wel | being, should there be a problemat the plant.
One of nmy functions is to be part of the county
government in Wayne County.

For those who don’t knowit, we don’t have
a county |l egislative branch, |ike Mnroe County, but
we have a board of supervisors. And |'’mon the board
of supervisors. And one of the jobs that | have is
that 1’ m chairman of the public safety conmittee.

Approxi mately three weeks ago there was a

drill, and | participatedinit. 1 was at the center
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over in Lyons, when it was being conducted. And | was
pretty i npressed with the degree of professionalisml
saw of all the people involved in the drill.

There were probably at least 25 to 30
people in the center at the tine. And we had direct
comuni cations with the plant, and I thought it was
wel | done.

| have been told by ny town fathers, and
there is one of themhere tonight, | don’t knowif he
is going to speak or not, that when the plant was
first built, R&GXE told the town that they woul d pay 50
percent of their taxes.

Now, | don't knowif that ever was true or
not, of course that was 30 years ago. This past year
the plant actually paid 30 percent of the tax bill
Thi s revenue has been very useful tothetown interns
of devel opi ng the town, and al so hol di ng down t he t ax
rate.

The 15 towns i n Wayne county, Ontari o has
the lowest tax rate. | hope that with the conti nued
presence of the plant, it will continue to support a
significant portion of our tax levy. O in |lieu of
that, the negoti ations, sonme ki nd of a pil ot agreenent
bet ween the town and RGXE, and/or the county and the

school district, and RG&E
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And in closing I look forward to the
techni cal eval uation by the NRC, of the capability of
the plant, and its suitability to operate for anot her
20 years.

That is really what | would Iike to say,
and | would be glad to answer questions you have of
me, as well.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay, thank you very
much, M. Cdark, for those coments, and also the
offer to talk to people.

It is always useful to hear from the
utility who filed the request for renewal, to hear
what their rationaleis for that. And we have M. Bob
Mecredy with us tonight. He is the site vice
presi dent for Rochester Gas and El ectric at the G nna
pl ant. Bob?

MR. MECREDY: Thank you, and good eveni ng.
" mvice president of nucl ear operations for RGXE and
have responsibility for the operation of G nna.

G nna began operationin 1969 and has been
a reliable part of the RGE system and the state’s
power supply, ever since. The plant’s power output is
about hal f of RG&E s retail custoners use on an annual

basi s.
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The m ssi on of everyone who wor ks at, and
who supports Gnna, is sinple, safe, reliable, and
econom cal operation, with the safety of the public
and t he peopl e who work at G nna bei ng our nunber one
priority.

And our core val ues include being a good
nei ghbor and a steward of the environnment in which we
operate. Since start-up our focus has been, and is,
to continuously inprove in all aspects of our
operation, the performance of our people, the
processes and procedures, and the plant design and
equi pnent .

The nore than 500 people at G nna are
hi ghly experienced, wel | -trained, and conmtted to our
mssion. Visitors at Gnna regularly comment on the
t eamwor k and commi t ment t hat t hey see denonstrated by
our enpl oyees.

Wt hout exception, every enpl oyee at G nna
that is providedwithtrainingis subjectedtotesting
to ensure that we can maintain the plant’s exenplary
per f or mance.

We continue to i nprove our training based
on i nprovenents in technol ogy, benchmarki ng and best
practices that we bring back from others in the

i ndustry, and feedback from our workers as they
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identify better ways to gain the skills and know edge
that they need to performtheir work.

W have a sinulator that is an exact
duplicate of the main control room and we use that to
train our operators, and other nenbers of our staff.
Qur operators, for exanple, spend one week in every 7
in training, every single year.

And this is after an extensive initial
qgualification programof over a year that is required
for an operator to earn their NRC |license. W have
extensive processes and procedures that cover
virtually every aspect of our operation.

W have al nost 5, 000 procedures that cover
oper at i ons, mai nt enance, i nspecti on, testing,
engi neeri ng, traini ng, i ndependent assessnent,
security, as well as abnormal and a w de range of
unl i kel y energency response scenari os.

These al so are inproved on a continuous
basis, based on our experience, and others in our
i ndustry, and el sewhere. Peopl e, processes and
procedures come together in emergency preparedness.

Qur energency response is conducted in
accordance to a formal plan, and is thoroughly tested
by federal agencies. W have drills several tines

each year to test ourselves.
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The energency preparedness plan also is
bei ng conti nuously inproved. But energency planning
at Gnna is not done in a vacuum it is very much a
team effort. Qur partners include Wayne and Monroe
Counties, and the state of New York, anong ot hers.

Al'l total about 1,000 people are part of
t he energency response team \When we drill the plan
we have to neet rigorous standards set by the NRC and
FEMA, the Federal Energency Managenent Agency. And
our record is good.

Ve, and  our partners, constantly
denonstrate our ability to protect the health and
safety of the public. And energency planni ng has only
one focus, and that is safety.

W began operation in 1969 with a robust
pl ant design, and proven equi pment. And over the
years we have perfornmed extensive naintenance on the
equi pnent to ensure continued reliable operation.

At our refueling and mai nt enance out ages,
conducted every 18 nonths, we perform over 1,000
i ndi vidual maintenance activities, and many nore
i nspections. And this is in addition to the ongoing
mai nt enance and i nspecti ons t hat are performed bet ween

t he refueling and mai nt enance out ages.
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Qur goal is to provide our operators with
the right equi pnent performng flaw essly. Over the
years we have replaced a w de range of equipnent.
Most notable, at |east from outside the plant, we
repl aced our two steam generators in 1996, taking
advant age of inproved materials and technol ogy, and
ensuring continued reliable operation.

We have al so replaced heat exchangers,
punps, and notors. We have taken advantage of
technol ogy in replacing our plant process conputer,
instrumentation, and the Iike.

W replaced the conputer that powers our
control roomsimulator, with a PC based technol ogy.
Thi s has al |l owed us to expand t he range of training we
provide the operators, and to take that PC based
systeminto the classroom for other training.

Security at the plant has received
additional scrutiny and attention since the tragic
events of Septenber 11th, 2001. RG&E has over 30
years experience in nuclear plant security. Qur
approach has never been relaxed, nor has it been
static. It has been continually inproved, continually
advanced, and continually toughened fromthe day the

pl ant began into operation.
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And since Septenber 11th we have devoted
several mllion dollars in additional resources and
equi pnent. Qur security forceis nunerous, it is well
armed, and it is supported by sophi sticated technical
surveill ance, and intrusion detection equi prment.

Pl ant security is founded on a sound, very
conservative, plant design. The reactor contai nnment
is a steel reinforced concrete that is three feet
t hi ck. The reactor vessel, itself, is six inches
thick, steel, and sunk into bedrock, and we have
mul tiple safety systens.

Rel ati ve to contai nnment, recent testing
i ndi cates that the contai nnent structurew ||, indeed,
wi thstand aircraft i npacts of the type experienced in
the Worl d Trade Center. Additional testing continues.

And just as with energency preparedness,
plant security is conducted in accordance with a
detailed formal plan which is thoroughly revi ewed by
t he NRC.

W comunicate frequently, and work
closely with a wide range of |aw enforcenent and
gover nnent al agenci es, i ncl udi ng county | aw
enforcenent, state police, the FBI, the Coast Cuard,

t he National Quard, and ot hers.
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And to ensure the reliability and
trustworthi ness of our workforce, everyone who works
at Gnna is subject to detail ed background checks
before they are granted plant access.

W do take security seriously. And
security at G nna, and all other nuclear plants is
under constant revi ewand eval uati on. W wel cone, and
cooperate fully with these revi ews, because we bel i eve
any system can be inproved.

The care and attention that we pay to our
people, our processes, our procedures, and our
equi pnent, do meke a difference. It has enabled us to
achieve continuing inprovenment in our safety and
reliability of our operation.

Last year, we set a newrecord for | ongest
continuous period in operation. And since start-up
from our refueling and mai nt enance outage this past
spring, we have been online, and serving our
custonmers, for over 200 days, wi thout interruption.

Based on thi s record of solid perfornmance,
and on the research we conducted whil e preparing our
application for the renewal of G nna s license, for
t he addi ti onal 20 years, we submtted the application

and asked the NRC for its approval.
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W believe it is inportant to retain the
option to operate the plant in the extended period,
t hereby contributing to the overall power supply in
the state and, inportantly, to the energy mx in the
st at e.

As | nentioned at the beginning of the
presentation, Gnna is one of the key providers of
energy for the consumers in the RG&E service
territory. Its 490 negawatts are inportant for
noderating energy prices in this region and in the
st at e.

Virtually every new power plant in New
York depends on natural gas as the fuel of choice.
And as we have | earned, inthe past several years, the
price of natural gas can and does fluctuate greatly.
This means that the price of electricity from gas-
fired power plants also fluctuates correspondingly.

To further conplicate matters, even for
those new plants receiving siting approval, plant
devel opers arefindingit difficult, toinpossible, to
secure financing.

The New York state power plant siting | aw
i s schedul ed to expire on Decenber 31st. And a nunber

of ol der plants may need substantial new investnent,
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if it is available, to neet new environnenta
st andar ds.

| f G nna’ s basel oad were renoved fromt he
i nventory of avail abl e capacity and energy, the result
could be a significant upward pressure on electric
prices.

But Gnna is nore than a power plant
operated by highly skilled workers. W are part of
the community. Ron Fellows, one of our operations
control room supervisors, will speak later on the
contribution that our plant branch of the American
Nucl ear Soci ety nakes.

But beyond t hat our enpl oyees gi ve back to
the community in a variety of ways. They serve on
school boards, and town boards, as Scout | eaders and
sports coaches, they support day care centers, and
work at senior centers. They serve on ski patrols,
and they train guide dogs.

Qur people raised noney to donate a
defibrillator to the Ontario Volunteer Ambul ance
Service. W partner with the Wayne Central School
District by providing themwith the space for their
Eagl es Ventures program a programfor those students
who can benefit from an alternative educational

program and setting.
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W continue to participate, on an annua
basi s, in the science and expl orati on days of the St.
John Fi sher College, contributing to the interest in
science on the part of the young people in the
comunity, and we participate in the Annual Day of
Caring through the United \Vay.

Let nme speak, now, to the environnental
aspect of our operation. It is our goal to have a
m ni mal inpact on our environment. Mst visibly is
t he way we have worked fromthe days of initial design
and construction to blend into our environnent.

Wiile it is difficult to hide a 480
megawatt power plant, but we are proud of the apple
orchards, the red barns, the flowers, and the wooded
settings, that do hel p us blend into the countryside.

Just as we do at honme we mnimze the
i mpact that our waste stream can have through an
active recycling program for paper and cardboard
products. Surplus | unber and pai nt have been donat ed
to the Habitat for Humanity.

W work at mnimzing all aspects of
solid, gaseous, and liquidwaste, setting avariety of
i mprovenent goals each year. [In our environment we
enj oy seeing the deer, foxes, nuskrat, and occasi onal

turkey. Overall we have seen a very mninal adverse
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i npact, over the years, on wldlife and aquatic
speci es.

In conclusion we remain commtted to
operating safely, reliably, and econonically, and only
operating if it is safe to do so.

W remain focused on being a good
nei ghbor, and a good steward. |, and the rest of the
peopl e back at G nna, | ook forward to serving you and
neeting the needs of our comunity in the years to
cone. Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Bob. And we are going to hear fromM. Ron Fellows in
a mnute, or so.

| would just like to check with a couple
of people to see if they did want to say anything.
M. Herrmann? Do you want to say anything? |’ mnot
sayi ng you have to, but | just wanted to give you an
opportunity if you wanted to.

MR HERRMANN: |’ mRoy Herrman, HHE-R-R- M
A-N-N. The question | had, you’ ve been doing this at
all these | ocations, wherethetinme is up, or goingto
be up, or asking for renewal.

| would |ike to know what your deci sions
have been, if you could give us, you know, how that

has wor ked out.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: That is a good
guestion for people to hear an answer to. John, can
| turn to you for this? John Tappert.

MR,  TAPPERT: Regardi ng the previous
renewal s | believe we have ten renewal s t hat have been
conpl eted, that the environnmental reviews have been
conpl et ed.

And in all those cases, after the
conpl etion of the process has been outlined, those
| i cense renewal s have been granted. And that is the
guestion, right?

MR. HERRMANN: Have you turned down any?

MR. TAPPERT: W have not turned down any.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON:  And | inmagi ne that
the issues of concern at each of these plants were
different, sone were nore conplex, sone the NRC and
the licensee had to go through nore interaction.
Maybe you could give people a flavor for that, even
t hough none were turned down.

MR. TAPPERT: None were turned down, but
there were a nunber of issues that were expl ored.
Very large docunents outlining the inpacts of the
environnent. And we have a safety eval uation report
that also outlines all the prograns to manage the

aging of the facility.
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So, you know, the ideais -- it is not a
rubber stanp, it is not a whitewash. | mean, there
was a very thorough revi ewthat was done by the staff,
both in the safety and the environnmental side.

The fact that all the I|icenses were
granted shoul d not cast doubt on the thoroughness of
t hose reviews.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you. Why
don't we hear fromRon Fellows at this point. Ron?

MR. FELLOWS: Thank you very nmuch, it has
been a | ong day, 8 o’ clock, past mny bedtine.

I want to thank, once again, the
Comm ssion for all owi ng me to speak before t he general
public, and RGE s request for |icense extension at

the G nna facility.

A brief introduction. My nane is Ron
Fel lows, I’ma control roomsupervisor at the nucl ear
facility, where | hold an active senior reactor

operator’s |icense.

| have worked for RG&E since 1985, and
have been the Anerican Nucl ear Society’s G nna Pl ant
Branch chair for about three years now. \Wat is the
Anerican Nucl ear Society?

The Ameri can Nucl ear Society is anot-for-

profit international educational organi zati onthat was
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established in the 1950's by a group of individuals
who recogni zed the need to unify the professional
activities within the diverse fields of nuclear
sci ence and technol ogy.

Approximately ten to twelve years ago
when the nation faced deregulation in California, a
bunch of concerned individuals at the Gnna facility,
and nyself included, were concerned about the
guestions being rai sed by the general public, and the
m sinformation that we felt was bei ng handed out.

So with that we decided to form our own
pl ant branch of the American Nucl ear Society. W are
called the Anerican Nuclear Society’'s G nna Plant
Branch, and we fall under the Northeastern section of
t he American Nucl ear Society.

W had to formul ate a goal, and the goa
we cane up with was to increase the awareness, the
general public’ s awareness on the aspects of nucl ear
power, and we do that through a variety of conmittees
structured around public information, education, and
recognition.

Si nce 1992, when t he branch was fornmed, we
have had thousands of students, elenentary, mddle
school, high school, collegic, professors, various

pr of essi onal groups, vari ous conmmuni ty groups, such as
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Boy Scouts, 4H, Grl Scouts, request to visit G nna
and have a conversation with us on nucl ear power.
W utilized Gnna' s trainingcenter, where
t hey were educated in various topics fromthe spread
of radiation, or the ways about which we mnim ze the
spread of radiation, we allowed students to go into
the simulator, as Bob related to earlier, the
simulator is atool that |licensed individuals, such as
nyself, train on every several weeks.
And we al | owt he conmunity to operate that
-- where they are all owed to nmani pul ate the control s,
just like we do in the real plant. It provides them
with an educational tool, especially the educators,
the teachers, and professors that come to the
facility, to have a better understanding in how we
harness the energy fromthe atomto nake el ectricity.
Area school s and organi zati ons have al so
requested from our plant branch guest speakers to
attend vari ous science fairs, as Bob tal ked about, the
county hol ds a science fair each year at the St. Johns
Fi sher Col | ege, where various school s fromMnroe and
Wayne County attend, and are educated in various
sci ence topics, and we have been proud to take place

in that.
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W’ ve gone out to schools inthe areas and
awar ded, or given recognition to students that have
excelled inthe field of science. W have distributed
savi ngs bonds, gift certificates, and sinple ribbons
and trophies for their efforts.

We al so participate in the New York State
Adopt A Hi ghway Program Qur plant branch has been
i nvol ved with keeping two and a half mles of route
104 cl ean from Kni ckerbocker to North Sl ocum road.

W get great feedback fromthe community,
especially the area businesses along route 104, for
keepi ng that area cl ean.

One of the biggest achievenents that ny
pl ant branch has acconplished is what we call an
excel l ent SCRAM For the last 9 years, and | wel cone
each of you to the display table out front, where we
have a plaque we hang in the plant, that shows the
reci pients of the grant.

Each year a different | evel of education,
fromel ementary, m ddl e, or high school, are nom nat ed
by a plant branch nenber, and the respective schools
are then asked how they would use the noney in the
field of science, in a project not covered by other

funding in their school district.
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They al so nust attend a day |long | ecture
at G nna. And up until the Septenber 11th incident we
allowed those teachers to go on-site, to address
guestions that seened to be common nowadays, in
regards to the spent fuel

A lot of teachers that were privy to that
| uxury of going into the plant, into the auxiliary
bui | di ng, and seei ng the high |l evel waste, are amazed
that it is so little. 1’mnot com ng before you to
debate that issue, because that is a separate itemof
di scussi on.

We awar d about 1, 000 dol | ars each year for
the |ast nine years. This year we are going to
again, doit in Decenber. This year we are going to
cooperate with the Central New York Health Physics
Soci ety, where we pl an on havi ng speakers for nucl ear

medi ci ne, and on the fission process.

In closing, |I'"m4l1 years old, | live 11
mles south of the plant. |I’mproud to be in close
proximty to such facility as Gnna. 1’ve been PTA
president for nmy school district, |’ve been on the
school board, |’ ve done the budget commttee, | coach
football, and attend various functions in the

community, as well as the singles, a lot of the

menbers in ny plant branch.
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In closing, | would just like to say that
t he Ameri can Nucl ear Soci ety G nna Pl ant Branch woul d
hi ghly reconmend t hat t he Conmi ssion extend G nna for
the 20 years that was requested.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
Ron. |s there anybody else who would like to say
anything while we are here tonight, or anybody that
has a question about the NRC s responsibilities, our
revi ew process?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Well, the NRC
staff, not only fromWshi ngton, but fromhere and t he
region, the experts that we have on ecology,
soci oeconom cs, are all with us tonight, so avai
yoursel f of the opportunity totalk to themafter the
nmeet i ng.

And | woul d just thank you all for taking
the time to be with us tonight, and for all of your
comments. And |I’magoing to ask John Tappert, as the
| eader of the environnmental section, to just close
this out tonight. John?

MR. TAPPERT: Ckay. Just to echo Chip’s
final thoughts, thanks for com ng out tonight, and we
appreci ate your participationin this process, it is

i mportant to what we do.
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And pl ease avail yourself to anyone with
t he name tags to di scuss any additional questions you
have tonight. Thank you for com ng

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: We are adj our ned.

(Whereupon, at 8:15 p.m the above-

entitled matter was concl uded.)
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