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CHARLES E. SCHUMER 
N.WYORKC BANKING 

JUDICIARY 

R~ULES 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

December 10, 2002 

The Honorable Richard A Meserve 
Chairman 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-001 

Dear Chairman Meserve: 

I am writing to urge you to launch an immediate investigation into the ability of 

security personnel at Indian Point to defend the facility from a terrorist attack. As I'm sure 

you are aware, a report commissioned by the owners of Indian Point has identified serious 

security deficiencies at the facility.  

According to the report, as many as half of the security personnel at Indian Point's 

Unit 2 nuclear reactor may be unable to physically meet the demands of defending the 

plant, and physical evaluations of security personnel are exceedingly lax. The report also 

alleges that guards are hired with little experience and almost no relevant qualifications.  

Additionally, there are indications that guards are minimally trained and equipped, and 

that some have been hired despite the fact that they required multiple attempts to pass 

their weapons tests. The report also said that guards at Indian Point regularly work 70-80 

hours per week.  

While these revelations are disturbing, they pale in comparison to the report's 

suggestion that force-on-force exercises intended to evaluate Indian Point's ability to 

defend against a terrorist attack were manipulated to ensure that the mock attacks would 

not be successful. In addition, there are indications that guards working at Indian Point 

feel that they are operate in a "chilled" atmosphere where reports of security deficiencies 

are suppressed, and the identification of security flaws is discouraged. In fact, some 

personnel are concerned that blowing the whistle on security problems could result in 

*their termination. It is crucial to the safety of the facility that employees at Indian Point 

be able to raise security concerns without fear or reprisal or suppression.  

Obviously, the catastrophic consequences of a successful terrorist attack on Indian 

Point demand that every effort be made to ensure that the plant is as secure as possible.  

Twenty million people live within a 50-mile radius of Indian Point's reactors. A terrorist 

attack on the facility could have devastating consequences and could render the New 

York City metro area uninhabitable.  

Given the extraordinary danger presented by a successful terrorist attack on Indian 

Point, the NRC has an obligation to ensure that security at the facility not only meets 

minimum standards, but is in fact of the absolute highest quality possible. The last NRC 

force-on-force security exercises at Indian Point took place in 1994. Due to the amount
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of time that has passed since these tests were conducted, and the identification of new 

security weaknesses at Indian Point, there is an urgent need for the NRC to immediately 

assess the security situation at Indian Point. I urge the NRC to take whatever steps are 

necessary to ensure that any deficiencies are remedied as quickly as possible.

0003

I thank you for your attention to this matter and hope to hear from you soon.

0Sincerely, 

Charles B. Schumer 
United States Senator


