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November 26, 2002 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

Attention: Document Control Desk 

Subject: Oconee Nuclear Station 
Docket Nos. 50-269, 270, and 287 
License Amendment Request for Technical 
Specification 3.7.16, "Control Room Area Cooling 
System (CRACS)" 
Technical Specification Change Number 2001-04 

By letter dated December 6, 2001, Duke Energy Corporation 
(Duke) submitted a License Amendment Request (LAR) for 
Oconee Nuclear Station Technical Specification (TS) 3.7.16, 
"Control Room Area Cooling System (CRACS)" as our proposed 
TS Change Number 2001-04. This request was assigned TAC 
numbers MB3820, MB3821, and MB3822.  

After discussion with the NRC Staff, Duke has concluded 
that this LAR is not needed and hereby withdraws this 
request.  

This withdrawal is based, in part, on statements by the 
Staff related to the interpretation of Oconee TS 3.0.3. TS 
3.0.3 states that, when TS required ACTIONS are not met, no 
ACTION is provided, or when directed by an ACTION: 

"Action will be initiated within 1 hour to place the unit..." 
in the required mode(s) within designated time(s). Oconee 
has historically interpreted this provision to require a 
positive action to actually begin a power reduction no 
later than the end of the 1 hour period. During discussion 
with the Staff, we were told that our interpretation is 
overly conservative.  

The Staff provided an alternate interpretation that the 
"Action initiated within 1 hour" may be administrative in 
nature, such as contacting the load dispatcher to 
coordinate any load reduction, or preparing appropriate 
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procedures. The Staff noted that the Oconee TS basis 
document included words from the standardized TS basis 
document which state that "1 hour is allowed to prepare for 
an orderly shutdown before initiating a change in unit 
operation" and "the time limits.., permit the shutdown to 
proceed in a controlled and orderly manner..." within 
operating limits of the unit. By this interpretation, the 
TS wording would allow actual power reduction to be 
deferred to any later time, provided that the required 
modes are achieved "in a controlled and orderly manner" 
prior to the expiration of the stated time limits.  

Further, the Staff offered to provide a letter documenting 
that the Oconee "historical" interpretation is overly 
conservative and that the Staff's interpretation, as 
described above, is acceptable. To avoid future confusion 
over this issue, Duke requests that the Staff provide such 
a letter of clarification.  

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.91, a copy of the proposed amendment 
was sent to the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control. Accordingly a copy of this letter 
will also be sent to them for their information.  

If there are any additional questions, please contact Larry 
Nicholson at (864) 885-3292.  

Very Tr Yours, 

R. A. Jones, Vice President 
Oconee Nuclear Station
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xc: Mr. L. N. Olshan, Project Manager 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20555 

Mr. L. A. Reyes, Regional Administrator 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth St., SW, Suite 23T85 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Mr. M. C. Shannon 
Senior Resident Inspector 
Oconee Nuclear Station 

Mr. V. R. Autry, Director 
Division of Radioactive Waste Management 
Bureau of Land and Waste Management 
Department of Health and Environmental Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, S. C. 29201
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R. A. Jones, being duly sworn, states that he is Vice 
President, Oconee Nuclear Site, Duke Energy Corporation, that 
he is authorized on the part of said Corporation to sign and 
file with the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission this 
revision to the Facility Operating License Nos. DPR-38, DPR
47, DPR-55; and that all statements and matters set forth 
therein are true and correct to the best of his knowledge.

Oconee Nuclear Site

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___day of ____ 

2002.

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 
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