December 10, 2002
ORGANIZATION: ATOMIC ENERGY OF CANADA LIMITED (AECL)

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 30, 2002, TO DISCUSS
THE APPLICABILITY OF FOREIGN CODES AND STANDARDS

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) hosted a public meeting with Atomic Energy of
Canada Limited (AECL) on October 30, 2002, at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) Headquarters to discuss the applicability of foreign codes and standards to NRC
licensing requirements. By letter dated June 19, 2002, AECL requested a pre-application
review of the Advanced CANDU Reactor-700 (ACR-700) reactor design. The ACR-700 is a 731
MWe, heavy water moderated, light water-cooled, pressurized water reactor design which
utilizes an on-line refueling capability. A list of attendees from this meeting is provided as
Enclosure 1.

AECL provided a presentation of a proposed pilot program that would be performed at an
independent laboratory in the United States. AECL recommended one of the following three
candidates for the pilot program: (1) review and acceptance of vendor accident analysis
computer codes; (2) review and acceptance of foreign engineering codes and standards; or

(3) review and acceptance of CANDU accident analysis methodology and acceptance criteria.
The purpose of exercising this pilot program would be to test the process for determining the
technical adequacy of foreign based codes and standards. The laboratory would issue a report
which would evaluate the technical acceptability of the foreign codes or standards and provide
recommendations for closing any significant gaps.

The staff discussed the pilot program with AECL and identified potential non-technical policy
issues which included the source of funding and selection of the independent laboratory for the
pilot program. AECL agreed to send a memorandum to the NRC outlining their proposal so
that the NRC would have an opportunity to formally respond. The meeting agenda is provided
as Enclosure 2. Meeting handouts are provided as Enclosure 3 which can be accessed through
the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) under
Accession No. ML023090410.

IRA/

Robert J. Pascarelli, Project Manager ACR-700
New Reactor Licensing Project Office

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 722
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AECL Presentation on the Applicability of Foreign Codes and Standards

October 30, 2002 Room 0-4B4 2:00-4:00 PM

ATTENDANCE LIST

Name Affiliation Phone E-Mail
Robert Pascarelli NRC/NRLPO 301-415-1245 rjp3@nrc.gov
Dave Terao NRC/NRR/DE/EMEB 301-415-3317 dxt@nrc.gov
Ray Reith Bechtel 301-228-6938 rireith@bechtel.com
Walton Jensen NRC/NRR/DSSA/SRXB 301-415-2856 wlj@nrc.gov
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2:00 p.m.- 2:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

3:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

Agenda for Meeting to Discuss
Foreign Codes and Standards
October 30, 2002

Introductory comments (AECL)
Discussion of proposed approaches (All)
Opportunity for public comment (All)
Conclusions/ next steps

Adjourn

Enclosure 2
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