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Charles McDonald . B

Chief, Transportation Branch
U.S. Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

REFERENCE: Plutonium Air Transportable Package Model PAT-1, NUREG-0361,
Safety Analysis Report, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, June 1978,

Dear Mr. McDonald:

Sandia National Laboratories has received a request from the U.S.
Department of Energy to provide (loan) a PAT-1 packaging to Los Alamos
National Laboratory for the shipment of approximately 20 grams of Pu238
from the USSR to LANL for analysis. In the SNL preparations for this
operation, it was noticed that there was an inconsistency between the
drawings in the NRC Safety Analysis Report (NUREG-0361) for the PAT-1 and
some documented specification exceptions, SE-001 through SE0Q07. These
specification exceptions were for the 24 PAT-1 assemblies which were used
for the certification of PAT-1, (attachment 1). A list of the drawings in
NUREG-0361 is attached (attachment 2). An asterisk on the drawing number
indicates that minor changes were required to make the drawings conform to
the various tolerances on the test units, as noted in the specification
exceptions SE-001 through SE-007. These drawing changes have been made at
SNL and copies of the corrected drawings are attached.

In summary, these drawing changes, when inserted into NRC files, assure
conformity between NRC documentation for PAT-1 and the configuration of the
test units used to certify the PAT-1 packaging design.

SNL assumes that there could be some administrative action by NRC because
of these drawing changes. SNL, Department 6320, requests that we be
informed of your intent such that the PAT-1 unit at SNL can be transferred
to LANL for use in this intermational shipment project. If you should have
any questions on this matter, please contact J.D. McClure, FTS-845-8753, or
J.D. Pierce, FTS 845-8612.

Sincerely,

S F ldsbuitaitic

Glenn F. Hohnstreiter
Transportation Systems Technology, 6322
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