
November 27, 2002

Astrid Church
5 Eagle Court
Garrison, New York 10524

Dear Ms. Church:

I am responding for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to questions you raised following a
regulatory performance meeting in Cortlandt, NY regarding Indian Point Unit 2 on September 4,
2002, which you attended.  Specifically, you sent a note to NRC participants requesting follow
up information on the subject of extending the 10 year period allowable for integrated leakage
rate testing (ILRT) of containment.  You also requested an explanation of this decision to
extend the ILRT in light of the past steam generator tube rupture and the rusting steel of the
containment liner.

In 1998, the NRC staff issued guidance for making risk-informed decisions on proposed
changes to the licensing basis of plants and many licensees have used this guidance to support
amendment requests for one-time deferrals of containment ILRTs from 10 to 15-year intervals.  
I have enclosed for your information a copy of the license amendment addressing the extended
ILRT interval approved for Indian Point 2. 

In the August 5, 2002, amendment, the staff approved, on a one-time basis, the licensee to
extend the interval from once in 10 years to once in 15 years.  This extension was based on the
low probability that containment leakage limits would be exceeded during the extended interval
based on acceptable past performance of ILRTs, the recent acceptable local leakage rate tests,
and the licensee’s actions to preclude additional degradation of the primary containment
components (e.g. repair of the moisture barrier and planned future inspections of the liner). 
This amendment is consistent with those granted by the NRC for 18 other nuclear power plants.

As stated, the analysis of the condition of the containment liner was considered in the approval. 
While the NRC was already aware of the areas of liner corrosion, the staff required the licensee
to provide an update on the extent of the rust condition.  Examination of the corroded areas,
which were limited to a small area around the perimeter near the containment floor, showed
that the remaining thickness of the liner was adequate for the liner to perform its design
function.  These areas of identified corrosion are subject to periodic reinspection per the ASME
Code and, thus, their condition will continue to be monitored.

As you noted, prior to the February 2000 steam generator tube failure, the NRC granted an
extension to the inspection interval for the then-current steam generators.  The prior inspection
and analysis work by Con Edison, the licensee at the time, to support this extension request
was later found to have been inadequate.  Con Edison received significant enforcement action
for its failure to adequately inspect and analyze the steam generator tube inspection data.  This
prior experience was also considered by the NRC in its review of the ILRT extension.  However,
the staff found current inspection and evaluation of the liner was performed satisfactorily.
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Thank you for your interest.  I trust this has been responsive to your concerns.  We appreciate
your taking the time to provide NRC with feedback at our public meetings.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Peter W. Eselgroth, Chief
Projects Branch 2 
Division of Reactor Projects

Enclosure: As Stated
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