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SarahM. Fields W U) 
P.O. Box 143 .M - . .  

Moab, Utah 84532 T)" 

LEAD/IRON PRECIPITATE, PONDS P78, P-11 AND P-24 MOLYCORP'S MOUNTALF 
PASS MINE AND MILL SITE (MOUNTAIN PASS FACILITY), SAN BERNARDINO -
COUNTY

By this letter, we are responding to your three most recent letters (September 26, October 1 and 
October 28, 2002 letters). You have also sent correspondence to other agencies including the 

.California Department of Health Services, Radiological Health Branch (DHS) and the California-' 
Department of-Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). -, 

Your letters express your concerns with decisions by the DHS and Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) regarding the removal, transport, reprocessing and disposal of the lead/iron precipitate. You 
also expressed concern about solids shipped to the Mountain Pass Facility from out-of-state facilities.  
Your September 26 letter transmits 12 documents that pertain to Molycorp shipments of solids from 
its York, Pennsylvania Facility (York Facility) to.its Mountain Pass Facility for mineral processing.  
The NRC and Molyco~rp authored the documents. -The -document dates range fro'n'October 23, 1981 

through October 6, 1992 and do not indicate that the NRC or Molycorp sent copies to the Regional 
Board. The NRC has classified the lead/iron precipitate and the solids from the York Facility as 

.ore/prpduct.  

The Regional Board has limited authority over materials that are not waste. *Most of the issues raised 
by your letters do not pertain to a waste and therefore are not within the jurisdiction of the Regional 
Board. Under the California Water Code, the Regional Board has authority to issue Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs) to regulate discharges of waste to protect water quality. This includes 
authority to issue WDRs to regulate the discharge of waste generated by processing of ore/product.  

Processing of the York Facility ore/product at the Mountain Pass Facility'(hereafter referred to as the 
"activity") would constitute a violation of WDRs if it: (1) caused a material change in the character, 
location or volume of the waste discharge; and (2) Molycorp did not include the activity in a Report 
of Waste Discharge (application) on which the WDRs are based. Molycorp staff has indicated to 
Regional Board staff that it does not believe the activity constituted a material change in the 
discharge. Regional Board staff will soon request specific information from Molycorp to determine 
whether we agree with this position. We will keep you informed of the results of our investigation as 
they become available.-' . : 

Califoinia Environmental Protection Agency •It) •i:- _ 

The energy challenge facing California Is real. Every Californian needs to take Immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list 

of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov 
Recycled Paper, .



Ms. Fields -2- October 31, 2002 -: 

Your September 26 letter requests that the Regional Board delay decommissioning of the ponds until I certain actions occur (i.e, DHS licensing of the Mountain Pass Facility and DTSC's investigation of 
whether the precipitate must be classified hazardous waste). As we stated in our September 25, 2002 letter to you, both agencies (DHS and DTSC) have independent authority to determine whether it 
(theSagency) needs to take such action.  

Yo-U request that we keep you informed of the status of the lead/iron precipitate in Ponds P-8, P-II 
'C and P-24. Since DHS is the lead agency for oversight of the removal and containerization of the - precipitate for transport, we suggest that you contact DHS staff directly for the status. The work may 

•- beunderway. .  

Youir October 1 letter states that our September 25 letter incorrectly indicates the NRC has authon'ty 
over removal and transportation of the precipitate. You indicate the NRC does not have authorit.  
We would like to point out that the portion of our September 25 letter that you are referring to'did not --- use the word authority.•-In' addition- the NRC staff report,-which supports the NRGCdecision, does- -
address removal and transportation.  

Your October I letter asks what our September 25 letter was referring to by the statement "workplan 
for the proposal." Our letter was referring to the document(s) that Molycorp sent' to the NRC and : DHS before those agencies issued their decisions. The term "workplan" originated from a DHS staff 
member who referred to the'document(s) as a "workplan" during a'telephone conversatio-ji ,iih' 
Regional Board staff. ' 

Your September 26 letter requested that we inform you of any activities at the Mine Site, for which 
the Regional Board has oversight. We have added you to"our Moly;orp mailing list. You will 
receive copies of all correspondence and notices'of Regional Board Mekings, which pertain to the 
Mine Site..

We would like to send copies of our letters to the same persons receiving your letters. Please provide 
us with the addresses of the people receiving your letters, with the exception of those that are State of 
California employees. We have addresses for those employees. 

If you should need further information regarding this inatter, please telephone-me at (760) 241-7325 
or Curt Shifrer of our staff at (760) 241-7376. ' .. , 

Sincerely, 

"Hisam A aiJ 
Supervising Engineer W, 

Enclosures: Mailing List ' ¶ '' A 

cc: w/encls: Attached Mailing List 

CS/rc/Ltr to_Fields_10_31_2002 

California Environthental Protection Agency, 
The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of 

simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at lhttp://www.swreb.ca.2ov 
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Mail List Page 1 of 2 ' 

,For Response to Ms. Fields' September 26, October 1 and October 28, 2002 letters to, 
Mr. Singer Regarding Molycorp Lead/Iron Precipitate)

ALLEN RANDLE 
MOLYCORP INC 
67750 BAILY ROAD 
MOUNTAIN PASS CA 92366 

TIM SALT 
US DEPT OF INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MGMT 
6221 BOX SPRINGS BLVD 
RIVERSIDE CA 92507-0714

BRENDA POHLMAN - - - ' 
DEPT OF ENV PROTECTION -- '-', -, 
555 E WASHINGTON AVE SUITE 4300 
LAS VEGAS NV 89101, 

MARY MARTIN 
US DEPT OF INTERIOR 
BUREAU OFLAND MGMT•,.  
222 E MAIN ST STE 202 
BARSTOW CA 92311

CURT SHIFRER, ASSOC WRCE 
RWQCB 
15428 CIVIC DR SUITE 100 
VICTORVILLE CA 92392

JERRY FREEMAN 
HOTEL NIPTON 
HCR# I BOX 357 
NITPON CA 92364

LOUISE LAMPARA 
US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
2493 PORTOLA RD STE B 
VENTURA CA-930 03 -

COLIN MOY RUTH LOPEZ 
ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT PEOPLE AGAINST RADIOACTIVE, 
350 SANSOME ST SUITE 300 DUMPING (PARD) 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94104- '-- - 420 E STREET'I 

NEEDLES CA 92363

DONNA DAVIS 
CALIF DEPT OF FISH & GAME 
PO BOX 401602 
HESPERIA CA 92340 

EDWARD BAILY 
CA DEPT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH BRANCH 
PO BOX 942732 
SACRAMENTO CA 95814 

PETER BRIERTY 
FIRE DEPT HAZMAT 
CO OF SAN BERNARDINO 
385 N ARROWHEAD AVE 2N FLOOR 
SAN BERNARDINO CA 92415-0160 

MOLLY BRADY 
-BUREAU OF LXND•MGMT NEEDL-ES 

RESOURCE OFFICE 
101 "WEST SPIKES ROAD 
NEEDLES CA 92363 

RANDY SCOTT 
CO OF SAN BERNARDINO 
OFFICE OF PLANNING 
385 N ARROWHEAD AVE 2" FLOOR 
SAN BERNARDINO CA 92415-0160 

LARRY WHALON, 
CHIEF of RESOURCES 
MOJAVE NAT'L PRESERVE 
222 E MAIN ST SUITE 202 
BARSTOW CA 92311

TOM GRIEB 
TETRA TECH 
3746 MT DIABLO BLVD STE 300 
LAFAYETTE CA 94549 

DANIEL GREGORY 
ENSR 
1601 PROSPECT PARKWAY 
FORT COLLINS CO 80525 

BARBARA HAMRICK 
CALIFORNIA DHS -RHB 
1800 E LAMBERT RD, SUITE 125 
BREA, CA 92821

-BOB DOVER 
THE DYNAMAC BLDG 
2275 RESEARCH BLVD 
ROCKVILLE MD 20850

STEVE FISCHENICH 
ASSOC ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST 
RWQCB 
15428 CIVIC DR SUITE 100 
VICTORVILLE CA 92392 

KARL PALMER 
DTSC 
PO BOX 806 
SACRAMENTO CA 95812-0806

DENNIS BENSON'-- ' - I I ým , 
MOJAVE DESERT RESOURCE 
SRVCS 
HCR# I BOX 364 
NIPTON CA 92364

ROXANN LANG 
HCR 1, BOX 357 
NIPTON CA 92364 

ANN BELLIS 
PO BOX 1064 
CEDAR GLENN CA 92321

MARJORIE MIKELS 
201 NORTH FIRST AVENUE 
UPLAND CA 91786 

SARAH M. FIELDS 
P.O. BOX 143 
MOAB, UTAH 84532-'

ROBERT GREGER 
CA DEPT OF HEALTH SERVICES 
RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH BRANCH 
PO BOX 942732 
SACRAMENTO CA 95814

4,



Mail List Page 2 of 2 
(For Response to Ms. Fields' September 26, October I and October 28, 2002 letters to 
Mr. Singer Regarding Molycorp Lead/Iron Precipi ate) 

AUL LOHAUS, DIRECTOR 
BARRYE. COFER , OFFICE OF TRIBAL AND STATE.  
WST-3 , PROGRAMS,_ , 1 .: 1.  
USEPA REGION 9 MAIL STOP 0-3 C10 
75 HAWTHORNE'ST MI TP03CO US NUCLEAR REG COMMISSION 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

CHERYL NELSON 
WST-1 
USEPA REGION 9 
75 HAWTHORNE ST 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105

STEVEN BLUM, OCC; SWRCB

WATSON GIN 
DTSC 
PO BOX 806 
SACRAMENTO CA 95812'0906

WILLIAM SINCLAIR 
DEPT OF ENV QUALITY, 
DIV OF RADIATION CONTROL 
168 NORTH 1950 WEST 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 841144850 

LOREN MORTEN 
DEPT OF ENV QUALITY,, -
DIV OF RADIATION CONTROL 
168 NORTH 1950 WVEST • 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 841144850 

DENNIS DOWNS 
DEPT OF ENV QUALITY, 
DIV OF SOLID & HAZ WASTE 
288 NORTH 1460°WEST, 4'" FLOOR 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84114-4880 

DON VERBICA 
--DEPT OF ENVQUALITY, - ,

DIV OF SOLID & HAZ WASTE 
288 NORTH 1460 WEST, 4 TH FLOOR 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 841144880 

ALLEN BIAGGI, ADMINISTRATOR 
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
333 W NYE LANE, ROOM 138' 
CARSON CITY, NV 89706

Mail List MC Precipitate
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