November 6, 2002

Dr. Joseph F. Zimmerman
University at Albany

State University of New York
135 Western Avenue
Albany, New York 12222

Dr. Zimmerman:

This is in response to your October 14, 2002 request on the number of States participating in
our Agreement States Program.

Through the Agreement State Program, thirty-two States have signed formal agreements with
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). The Agreement allows these States to
assume regulatory responsibility over certain byproduct, source, and small quantities of special
nuclear material. Three additional States are currently in the process to become an Agreement
State.

NRC assists States intending to become Agreement States and reviews and approves new
Agreements. NRC technical assistance to Agreement States continues after the Agreement is
signed. NRC and Agreement States jointly develop new regulations, regulatory guidance and
other regulatory initiatives.

Agreement State Programs are periodically reviewed for continued adequacy to protect public
health and safety and compatibility with NRC’s regulatory program. Reviews are conducted
through the Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation Program (IMPEP). Policies and
procedures used for this program, as well as the review reports and other information can be
accessed on our website at: http://www.hsrd.ornl.gov/nrc/home.html.

If you need more information you can contact me at 301-415-2325 or Mr. Osiris Siurano of my
staff at 301-415-2307 or e-mail: osp@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Josephine M. Piccone, Deputy Director
Office of State and Tribal Programs
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