
October 31, 2002

LICENSEES: Saxton Nuclear Experimental Corporation (SNEC) and GPU Nuclear, Inc. (GPU)

FACILITY: Saxton Nuclear Experimental Facility (SNEF)

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MEETING BETWEEN THE SNEC, GPU, AND NRC STAFFS

On August 29, 2002, representatives of the NRC staff met at NRC Headquarters in Rockville,
Maryland, with representatives of the SNEC and GPU, the licensees for the SNEF.  Attachment
1 is a list of meeting attendees.  Attachment 2 are the slides used by the licensees during the
meeting.  The licensees gave the NRC staff information at the meeting.  A table of off-site 
laboratory analyses for transuranic and hard to detect radionuclides (1994 to present), a table
of initial classification of site areas (Table 5-2), and three figures, “Grout Sheeting and Well
Location Plan,” “Anchor Bolt Installation Plan,” and “Containment Vessel, Sectional View” have
been placed in ADAMS under accession number ML022950368. 

The plant was operated between 1962 and 1972, and it was shut down in May 1972.  In
February 1975, the plant was placed in SAFSTOR until 1986, when phased dismantlement
began with the removal of the support buildings, contaminated soil, and some materials in the
containment.  The licensees’ decommissioning plan became the Post-Shutdown
Decommissioning Activities Report.  The resubmitted License Termination Plan (LTP) was
accepted for detailed technical review in March 2000.

Technical review of the LTP has generated requests for additional information (RAIs).  This
meeting was scheduled to discuss final issues associated with the licensees submitting an
update of the LTP to the NRC and NRC plans for confirming the licensees’ final status survey. 
The technical discussions included site groundwater, health physics, and dose modeling.  The
discussions with the licensees’ technical staff and consultants provided clarification and a better
understanding of the site specific technical data and related information.

All groundwater issues pertaining to the LTP have been resolved.  This was accomplished by
utilizing the licensees’ responses to RAI 1 and RAI 3, (both the original and the supplemental);
a public meeting on August 6, 2001; and the radiological analytical results from the NRC
groundwater confirmatory sampling for the April 2002 groundwater sampling event.

The licensees need to incorporate their responses to the RAIs, the radiological analytical results
from the groundwater sampling events, and other appropriate hydrogeological data into their
revised LTP.  The licensees should update the text, tables, figures, and calculations in the LTP
where these items have been replaced by more current analysis and data.
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In the area of health physics, the licensees discussed the classification of the containment
vessel (CV) saddle area and other site areas, and the use of classification buffer areas between
the non-impacted area under the CV and adjoining impacted areas.  The licensees provided
site maps (referenced above) showing the CV anchor bolt, grout, sheeting, and well locations,
and related gamma scan data for these areas.  The licensees also explained their approach for
the conduct of the subsurface final status survey for land areas to be included in the revised
(LTP).  In response, the NRC staff noted that the LTP needed to clearly state, using both
figures and text, the locations and classifications of all impacted and non-impacted areas for the
outer surfaces of the CV liner and adjacent surface/sub-surface land areas.  According to the
licensees, radiological surveys of all surfaces to be covered by the internal CV support rings
were recently done before the rings were welded in place.  These surveys will be used to
support the determination that these CV liner areas, now covered, meet the release criteria.

Regarding outstanding health physics related issues, the NRC staff discussed the “LTP RAI
Status” table (provided by the licensees in the letter dated August 20, 2002, ADAMS accession
number ML022410195) which summarized the status of RAI questions and subsequent issues
discussed at public meetings.  The NRC staff concluded that the outstanding health physics
issues had now been resolved (exclusive of affirming the final DCGL set) and reiterated that the
review of the revised LTP would confirm that required changes were made as agreed to by the
licensees.

In the area of dose modeling, the NRC staff still needs a correct, updated list of the volumetric
DCGL values that the licensees will propose for demonstrating compliance with the 25 mrem
dose limit.  The DCGL values proposed by the licensees for Am-241, H-3, Pu-238, Pu-239, and
Pu-241 during the meeting do not reflect the most limiting or restrictive values.  The more
limiting values for these isotopes, based upon the licensees’ analysis, should be derived using
the all-pathways analysis, subsurface bedrock analysis.

Assuming that the licensees propose to use the most limiting or restrictive DCGL values (as
discussed above), the NRC staff does not need any further information to resolve the dose
modeling issues.  It was noted that the NRC staff has identified a number of shortcomings with
the approach used by the licensees to develop their DCGL values; however, these only appear
to have an effect of making the proposed DCGL values more conservative than required.  The
NRC staff intends to document these shortcomings in the Safety Evaluation Report.

The NRC staff indicated that certain information needs to be put in the LTP update to close out
questions 2 and 3 of RAI #2.

The licensees confirmed that there will be no remaining embedded pipes (i.e., above the
surface) at the conclusion of decommissioning.

The NRC inspector for Saxton generally discussed NRC ‘s plans for confirming the licensees’
final status survey results.  The NRC would use contractor assistance as needed and would
coordinate the timing of inspection activities with the licensees.  The licensees discussed
conducting some final survey activities before NRC approval of the LTP.  The NRC staff had no
objection to the licensees proposed actions.  However, the licensees took on the risk, because
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the LTP is not approved yet, that aspects of the LTP could change during the remainder of the
review and approval process, that their completed activities would not be in agreement with the
approved LTP.  The licensees acknowledged that they understood the risks.

/RA/

Alexander Adams, Jr., Senior Project Manager
Research and Test Reactors Section
Operating Reactor Improvements Program 
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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MEETING BETWEEN THE NRC STAFF AND
THE SAXTON EXPERIMENTAL CORPORATION

August 29, 2002

NAME ORGANIZATION

Al Adams NRC/NRR/DRIP/RORP

Tom Dragoun NRC/NRR/DRIP/RORP

Larry Camper NRC/NMSS/DWM

Pat Madden NRC/NRR/DRIP/RORP

G.A. Kuehn FENOC/SNEC DECOM.

Pat Donnachie FENOC/SNEC DECOM.

Barry Brosen FENOC/SNEC DECOM.

Robert D. Holmes FENOC/SNEC D&D Eng.

Art F. Paynter FENOC/RSO/Mgr. FSS

Jon M. Peckenpaugh NRC/NMSS/DWM/EPAB

Stewart Schneider NRC/NMSS/DWM/DCB

Mark Thaggard NRC/NMSS/DWM/EPAB

James Byrne FENOC/SNEC DECOM.

Sam Nalluswami NRC/NMSS/DWM/DCB

Rodger Granlund Independent Inspector

Ernest Fuller Concerned Citizens for SNEC Safety
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the LTP is not approved yet, that aspects of the LTP could change during the remainder of the
review and approval process, that their completed activities would not be in agreement with the
approved LTP.  The licensees acknowledged that they understood the risks.

/RA/

Alexander Adams, Jr., Senior Project Manager
Research and Test Reactors Section
Operating Reactor Improvements Program 
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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