C c P&L C S. Hinnant
Sentar Vice President and

A Progress Energy Company Chief Nuclear Officer

September 24, 2002

Mr. E. William Brach

Director

Spent Fuel Project Office

Office of Nuclear Material Safety

And Safeguards

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555

Re: Proposed Director’s Decision on 2.206 Petition Regarding
Request to Halt Rail Shipments of Spent Nuclear Fuel Made by
Carolina Power & Light Company dated August 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Brach:
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regardrng the proposed Dlrectors Decrslon on rallshlpments of.spent nucjearfuel 'We

PRred

have carefully revrewed the proposed Drrectors Decrsron and believe that it-fully
addresses the i |ssues rarsed and does not contarn any errors CP&L,xtherefore Gt

«

respectfully concurs that the proposed Drrector’s Decrsron be |ssued as fmal Yo

Carolina Power & Light Campany, (“*CP&L") rstleased to submit brief comments

The proposed Director’s Decision clearly and succinctly identifies measures taken to
ensure that the health and safety of the public is pratected,during CR&Ls shipment,of
spent niicléar fuel. CP&L agrees 'with the conclusron that exrstrng Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (“NRC”) regulations, wrth which. CP&L is fully complranf,.are adequate to
protect public health, and safety. !
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The protectron of public health and safety has been and remains CP&L s primary - —_——

concern in all aspects of its nuclear fleet operations, including the transshipment of
spent nuclear fuel., We have established and maintained the highest standards of
safety, Security, and performance since the first CP&L.spent nuclear-fyel shipment.in
1977. These standards have been continuously reviewed by the NRC, Staff CP&L has
always met or exceedéd the NRC'’s regulatory reqwrements for safetyfand secunty of

spent nuclearfuel transportatron fe T e e My
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Despite this demonstrated safety record, following the terrible events of September 11,
2001, CP&L' and the NRC carefully revrewed the safety and securlty of all aspects of our
nuclear” operatrons Workrng closely with the NRC Staff CP&L\has Jmplemented
add|t|onal secunty measures fo further assure)that even in thrs perrod of herghtened

secuonty csoncerns our spent fuel shrpments are protected and secure We applaud the \>\
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NRC'’s efforts to increase interactions with other federal agencies. The improved
information available to CP&L allows us to prepare for potential security threats better
than ever before.

In addition, CP&L has subsequently taken additional actions to enhance security based
on NRC guidance, threat information, and safeguards advisories. While the specific
actions cannot be revealed publicly, the NRC Staff has verified, and continues to verify,
that CP&L’s nuclear facilities and spent nuclear fuel shipments are properly protected.
CP&L continues to review and, where appropriate, revise our security procedures in
light of potential threats.
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CP&L's outstanding record of spent nuclear fuel safety and security confirm the
substance of the proposed Director’s Decision and it should be made final.

Sincerely,

C.SHevnar



